
Report (11 players) 

Lucas Glover 

Things To Know 

• Elected chairman of the 16-member Player Advisory Council (PAC) for 2026, his first year on 
the PAC. The PAC serves as a consulting body which vets and recommends changes to the 
PGA TOUR Policy Board on behalf of the membership. Following his role as PAC Chairman in 
2026, Glover will serve a four-year term (2027-2030) on the PGA TOUR Policy Board; he will 
replace Adam Scott. 

• Earned two significant honors in 2024, as he was inducted into the South Carolina Athletic 
Hall of Fame and received the Order of the Palmetto. South Carolina Governor Henry 
McMaster presented the Order of the Palmetto -- the state's highest civilian honor -- to 
Glover following the second round of the 2024 RBC Heritage. 

• Gave an emotional speech at his induction to the South Carolina Athletic Hall of Fame in 
2024. Glover recounted, "The best piece of advice I got when becoming a father was how to 
spell love, and that was T-I-M-E. I didn't understand that until pretty recently, when I became 
a father and was apart from my family for a long time. Reflecting on that statement made me 
realize how fortunate I was that so many people gave me time. My parents are here. The time 
and the sacrifice they made for me is the main reason I'm standing here. My grandparents -- 
that aren't with us -- also a big sacrifice. My wife and children aren't here tonight, but they 
sacrifice a lot, because I'm not there a lot, They're my motivation to keep going. That's the 
biggest thing I want to leave is... if you care about somebody, T-I-M-E spells love." 

• In 2023, won the Wyndham Championship and the FedEx St. Jude Championship (finale of 
the FedExCup Regular Season and the first leg of the FedExCup Playoffs) in back-to-back 
weeks. Stood No. 182 in the FedExCup Playoffs and Eligibility Points List through the 
Memorial Tournament presented by Workday (ended on June 4). Earned his third trip to the 
TOUR Championship and FedExCup Playoffs finale since 2007 (qualified in 2009, 2019, 
2023). 

• His grandfather, Dick Hendley (passed away in 2014), gave him a cut down club when he was 
three years old, which marked Glover's start in golf. Hendley also took him at age six to the 
1986 Masters Tournament, his first Masters, the year Jack Nicklaus won his record 18th 
major championship title. Glover won the 2023 Wyndham Championship on August 6 -- 
which would have been his grandfather's 97th birthday. 

• Inducted into the Clemson Athletic Hall of Fame in 2007. He and grandfather Dick Hendley 
became the first grandfather-grandson combination in the Clemson Athletic Hall of Fame. 
Hendley was a standout baseball and football player at Clemson (1946-51), and later played 
one season (1951) with the Pittsburgh Steelers. 

• Won the 2009 U.S. Open at Bethpage Black -- which is set to host the 2025 Ryder Cup. 
Glover reflected on the victorious week years later, saying of the weather-delayed event 
which ultimately concluded on Monday, "It was just an odd week. Nothing about it was 
normal. I didn't play at all Thursday. Played like five holes Friday. It was just weird. Play until 
dark, go to bed, wake up and do it all over again. There wasn't much time to think. It was 
probably a good thing." Following his victory, appeared on Late Show with David Letterman 
and read Letterman's Top 10, threw out the first pitch at a New York Yankees game (Glover is 
a lifelong fan of the franchise) in August 2009, attended Games 1 and 2 of the 2009 World 
Series at Yankee Stadium, and posed for photos with the U.S. Open trophy atop the Empire 



State Building. Glover said of those experiences, "I don't know if I could've done any of that if 
I hadn't won that trophy." Seven years prior to his U.S. Open victory, Glover made his major 
championship debut at the 2002 U.S. Open at Bethpage Black. 

• Represents Atlanta Drive GC alongside teammates Patrick Cantlay, Billy Horschel, and Justin 
Thomas in TGL presented by SoFi, a primetime golf league in partnership with the PGA TOUR 
that launched in January 2025 on ESPN. The new golf league was created by TMRW Sports 
whose co-founders include Tiger Woods and Rory McIlroy, and fuses advanced technology, 
innovation and live action for ESPN's primetime television audience. Atlanta Drive GC is part 
of Arthur M. Blank's AMB Sports and Entertainment (AMBSE) portfolio. 

Background 

• Hails from Greenville, South Carolina. 
• In four years at Wade Hampton High School in Greenville, South Carolina, won individual 

state championships as a freshman and sophomore (1994, 1995), finished behind individual 
medalist (and two-time PGA TOUR winner) D.J. Trahan as a junior and senior (1996, 1997). 
Glover later won three consecutive South Carolina Amateur Championships (1998, 1999, 
2000). 

• Played four seasons at Clemson University (1997-2001), where he was a two-time All-
America First Team selection (2000, 2001) and won three times individually. Helped Clemson 
to runner-up finishes at the 1998 and 2001 NCAA Championships. The 1998 Tigers finished 
second to a UNLV team led by Charley Hoffman and Bill Lunde, while the 2001 Tigers 
finished second to a University of Florida team which featured true freshman Camilo Villegas. 

• Graduated from Clemson in 2001 with a degree in Communications Studies. Glover was also 
a member of the Alpha Tau Omega fraternity during his time at Clemson. 

• Represented the United States at the 2001 Walker Cup (lost 15-9 to Great Britain & Ireland). 
The GB&I team notably featured Luke Donald. 

• Won the 2001 Sunnehanna Amateur. Other notable winners of the Sunnehanna Amateur 
include Collin Morikawa (2016), Rickie Fowler (2007, 2008), Webb Simpson (2006), Brad 
Faxon (1982), and Ben Crenshaw (1973). 

• Jumped into the top 20 on the 2003 Korn Ferry Tour money list with his first Korn Ferry Tour 
title at the Gila River Golf Classic at Wild Horse Pass Resort. The victory propelled him to his 
first PGA TOUR card at season's end. 

Family 

• Has two children with his wife, Krista: a daughter, Lucille, and a son, Lucas Jr. The 2021 John 
Deere Classic was his first victory that his kids were alive for. 

• Lucas and his wife, Krista, had their honeymoon in New York in 2005; they are big fans of 
New York City. 

Interests/Hobbies/Quirks 

• Loves to read books whose genres are mystery and/or thrillers. En route to winning the rainy 
2009 U.S. Open, he read four books that week. 

• Enjoys completing crossword puzzles. 
• Likes music and fishing. 
• Passionate Clemson Tigers sports fan. Was given the honor of running down "The Hill" during 

Clemson's 2009 football game against Florida State in celebration of his U.S. Open triumph 
earlier that summer. 



• Fan of the New York Yankees (MLB). Glover's favorite player during his little league baseball 
days was Don Mattingly, who played his entire career for the Yankees and was named the 
1985 American League MVP, a nine-time Gold Glove Award winner, and a six-time All-Star. 
Mattingly's number (23) was retired by the Yankees in 1997. 

Charity 

• Spearheading "Recharge the Sarge," working alongside the Congaree Foundation to renovate 
the Sergeant Jasper Golf Club (in Ridgeland, South Carolina) to use it for public functions and 
to host youth programs. Founded in the 1960s, Sergeant Jasper Country Club was a top-
notch 18-hole private country club and is now a nine-hole public course. 

• Glover played in the 2007 and 2009 Presidents Cup and has donated his Presidents Cup 
charitable allotment to the Greenville Humane Society, Pros Beating Cancer and Clemson 
University. 

Inner Circle/Special Connections 

• Jay Haas lived in his hometown growing up. He said he modeled the way he acted after Jay. 
"He's a consummate professional." 

• Swing coach was Dick Harmon until 2006, when he passed away. Lucas served as a pallbearer 
and delivered the eulogy at the funeral. 

• Teammates at Clemson University included Jonathan Byrd (three seasons -- 1997-2000) and 
D.J. Trahan (two seasons -- 1999-2001). 

Other 

• Known as 'cool calm and collected' among fellow TOUR players. When asked what gets him 
rattled or under his skin: "People that don't take the shopping cart back. That bugs me." 

• Received the most votes for PGA TOUR player that treats caddies best in a December 2021 
survey by Caddie Network. 

• He has never worn a glove. Says he is a solid 10-handicapper with a glove. 
• Made his 500th career start on the PGA TOUR at the 2023 Valero Texas Open. 
• Good friends with Bermudian Michael Sims, who has competed in the Butterfield Bermuda 

Championship as a sponsor exemption. The two met while playing against one another in 
college at Clemson (Glover) and Sims (Rhode Island). The two signed at the same agency out 
of college and often played mini tour events together as well as Monday Qs. Sims played 
professional until 2013 and continued to keep in touch with Glover. Sims then attended The 
YOU Institute in California and now serves as not only Glover's friend, but life coach, 
sounding board and pinch-hitter caddie (2019 Valero Texas Open). 



Lee Hodges 

Things To Know 

• Missed a month of the 2025 season with a broken rib; he sustained the injury the Monday of 
tournament week for the Cognizant Classic in The Palm Beaches and returned to action at the 
Texas Children's Houston Open. Hodges said, "It's the first injury I've ever dealt with in my 
entire life. I was running up some stairs, and I tripped and fell. I've gone up the stairs a million 
times running. There was only three of them, so I was going to jump all the way to the top, 
and I caught the bottom one." 

• Won his first PGA TOUR title at the 2023 3M Open, where he won by seven strokes and 
completed a wire-to-wire victory. Wife, Savannah, was on hand to witness the win, along 
with longtime University of Alabama men's golf head coach Jay Seawell (University of 
Alabama), who flew in Sunday morning to surprise him, and a "couple dozen" fans from 
Hodges' longtime hometown of Ardmore, Alabama. Seawell greeted Hodges with milkshakes 
on the 18th green, a tradition the coach shared with his team for tournament victories. 
Received a congratulatory phone call from longtime Alabama football coach Nick Saban, with 
Hodges noting he was more nervous to talk to Saban than he was during the final round 

• In August 2024, became majority owner Canebrake Club, the golf course he grew up playing 
in his formative years. Hodges, who continues to reside in his childhood hometown of 
Ardmore, Alabama, has been very hands-on with several club matters, including oversight of 
significant course renovations. 

• Grew up playing Canebrake Club in Athens, Alabama (just outside his hometown of Ardmore, 
Alabama). He said the course was easy but it taught him to make a lot of birdies. At the age of 
14, he won the 2012 Canebrake Club Championship. Hodges remembers how, at the time, he 
thought the club title would be the highlight of his career. The success of Hodges and fellow 
PGA TOUR winner Nick Dunlap (another notable "alum" of Canebrake Club's junior golf 
program) continue to influence junior golfers at the club and in the area. 

• Born in Huntsville, Alabama but grew up in nearby Ardmore, a small town roughly 25 miles 
northwest of Huntsville with a population of less than 2,000 people. The road through the 
middle of town is called Main Street, which is actually the state line between Tennessee and 
Alabama. There's a mayor of Ardmore, Tennessee, and a mayor of Ardmore, Alabama 
(Hodges' step-grandfather previously served as the mayor of Ardmore, Alabama). 

• Began his college career at University of Alabama - Birmingham, where he was a two-time 
All-Conference USA selection (2015 and 2016) as well as 2015 Conference USA Freshman of 
the Year. Transferred to University of Alabama (2016-18) for his final two seasons, where his 
teammates included multi-time PGA TOUR winner Davis Riley (2016-18 -- two seasons) and 
Dru Love (2016-17 season), son of 21-time PGA TOUR winner Davis Love III. 

• Credits each of his college coaches for helping to develop him differently as a player. Says 
Alan Murray (UAB) took him from a raw golfer and sharpened his skills, and Jay Seawell 
(Alabama) "really took me over the top" from a skill standpoint, reaching a level he never 
anticipated he could. 

Background 

• On growing up in Ardmore, Alabama: "I loved growing up there, loved going to school there. 
My mom and dad still live there. I'm super proud to be from there." 

• Loved baseball growing up. Shared if he had been a bigger kid he probably would've never 
played golf, because he loved baseball so much and that's what all his friends played, but he 
didn't reach 5 feet until the seventh grade. 



• His senior year at Ardmore High School, Hodges said in an interview with the local 
newspaper he wanted to win every tournament he played in. He won every tournament 
except for one (laughs about how he was beaten by "a kid who never broke par before and 
shot 6-under in a high school tournament to beat me by one."). He also won the Alabama 4A 
individual state title in 2014. 

• Never thought about playing professional golf as a kid. His ultimate goal was to play in 
college. 

• Dreamt of playing at University of Alabama, though head coach Jay Seawell initially passed on 
Hodges for the final available scholarship in his recruiting class. Hodges accepted a 
scholarship to UAB instead, though he transferred to Alabama after two seasons. Seawell 
says of passing on Hodges out of high school, "I was a fool. I wasn't smart enough the first 
time." 

• Alongside fellow future PGA TOUR winner Davis Riley, helped Alabama to a runner-up finish 
at the 2018 NCAA Championship. The Crimson Tide were swept, 5-0, in the championship 
matches by an Oklahoma State team which featured future PGA TOUR winners Viktor 
Hovland, Austin Eckroat, and Matthew Wolff. 

• Turned professional in 2018 and played a season on PGA TOUR Canada, followed by two 
seasons on the Korn Ferry Tour (2019, 2020-21). Finished No. 73 on the 2019 Korn Ferry 
Tour Points List as a rookie, and earned his first PGA TOUR card via the 2020-21 Korn Ferry 
Tour season; he finished in the top 10 of the Points List (top 25 earned TOUR cards) for what 
was a two-year, 46-event season as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Family 

• Wife, Savannah; the two are "the definition of high school sweethearts," according to Lee, 
and were married June 19, 2021. 

• Dog: Cooper (westie) 
• Cousin, Logan Stenberg, was the starting left guard at the University of Kentucky before 

being selected by the Detroit Lions in the fourth round of the 2020 NFL Draft. 

Interests/Hobbies/Quirks 

• Loves to fish and hunt (duck hunt) when he's not playing or practicing golf. 
• An avid Alabama fan, even before he transferred to Tuscaloosa his junior year; his family were 

Alabama (football) season ticketholders, "ever since I could walk." After his maiden TOUR title 
at the 2023 3M Open, Hodges said, "I live and die by the Crimson Tide, especially on the 
football field. Wish I didn't some times. I've gotten better about letting it affect my mood, but 
I used to really let it affect me. I'm proud to be a Crimson Tide and I'm proud of going to the 
University of Alabama." 

• Collects football and basketball cards with a close friend. Most valuable card he currently has 
is a Patrick Mahomes rookie card, and his favorite is a Luka Doncic rookie card. He started 
this hobby after trying to find something to do outside of fishing, hunting and golf. 

• Loves to listen to music after growing up listening with his stepdad. He enjoys country and 
80s music, especially 80s rock. 

Inner Circle/Special Connections 

• Played a lot of matches over the years at Greystone Country Club (Birmingham, Alabama) and 
Shoal Creek Club (Shoal Creek, Alabama) with the likes of Smylie Kaufman, Trey Mullinax, 
Robby Shelton, and Michael Johnson. 



• Cody Reed - "Mr. Baseball" for the state of Alabama - was on his high school baseball team 
and in the same graduating class. Reed was chosen by the Arizona Diamondbacks in the 
second round of the 2014 MLB Draft and went on to play five seasons of the minor leagues 
(2015-19). 



Ben Kohles 

Things To Know 

• Last name is pronounced COALS 
• Four-time Korn Ferry Tour winner (two wins in both 2012 -- his first year as a professional -- 

and 2023) who regained PGA TOUR membership as a 2023 Korn Ferry Tour graduate. 
Finished No. 1 on the 2023 Korn Ferry Tour Points List, earning exemptions for the 2024 
PLAYERS Championship and U.S. Open by virtue of finishing atop the Points List. 

• Kohles' most recent pair of Korn Ferry Tour wins came in April 2023, with the first coming at 
the Astara Chile Classic and ending a winless drought of 10 years, 7 months, and 28 days 
(August 5, 2012 until April 2, 2023). There were just 28 days between Kohles' win in Chile 
and his second win of the season in Huntsville, Alabama (April 30, 2023). 

• Turned professional out of University of Virginia in July 2012 and won his first two 
professional starts in back-to-back weeks on the Korn Ferry Tour, becoming the first (and still 
the only) player in history to win their first two starts on the Korn Ferry Tour. Kohles 
defeated Luke Guthrie in a playoff to win his professional debut at the Nationwide Children's 
Hospital Championship in Columbus, Ohio, where Kohles was one of 10 players awarded a 
sponsor exemption for either collegiate All-America recognition in 2012 or playing the 2011 
Walker Cup (other notable players awarded the same exemption that week were Jordan 
Spieth and Patrick Rodgers). A week later, Kohles won the Cox Classic by three strokes. 

• Ben said of the difference between winning his first two starts as a professional and winning 
for the first time in more than 10 years, "I got a lot more scar tissue than I did (in 2012). There 
was just freewheeling those first two events. I didn't really have any expectations. I just went 
out and played... and ended up being there in the end." 

• Kohles believes the 2023 Korn Ferry Tour season was "by far" the best of his career, noting, "I 
feel like I'm just in a really good space mentally. I think that's the biggest thing. As long as I've 
been doing this, I'm able to finally see that it's just a game. I was putting so much pressure on 
myself to perform... you've just got to take what the game gives you and let it happen." 

• At the 2024 THE CJ CUP Byron Nelson, Kohles was in position to capture his first PGA 
TOUR title as he approached the 72nd hole with a one-shot lead. At the par-5 18th, which 
played as the easiest hole during the final round, Kohles carded the only bogey by any player 
on the day and settled for solo runner-up behind Taylor Pendrith. After the round, Kohles 
said, "Of course it stings, right? You feel like you had it right there and let it slip away." 

Background 

• Currently resides in Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida, where he plays and practices out of TPC 
Sawgrass. 

• Born in Dallas and lived in the Dallas area until he was 10, at which point the Kohles family 
moved to Cary, North Carolina and were in close proximity to Prestonwood Country Club. 

• Did not take up competitive golf until he was 15 and did not try out for his high school golf 
team as a freshman, admitting he wasn't good enough then. Once he began playing high 
school golf, he won two state titles in his three seasons at Cary's Green Hope High School. 

• Played four seasons at University of Virginia (2008-12), where he set a school record for 
career wins (seven) and was twice named Atlantic Coast Conference Player of the Year (2010 
and 2011); he shared the 2010 ACC Player of the Year honor with Florida State's Brooks 
Koepka. Kohles also earned two All-America honors (third-team in 2011, second-team in 
2012) and three All-ACC selections (2010, 2011, 2012). 



• Finished 148th in the 2013 FedExCup standings as a PGA TOUR rookie, and only managed 
three starts as a conditional member the following season (2013-14), relegating him to the 
Korn Ferry Tour. Played the Korn Ferry Tour full-time from 2014 through the end of 2021, 
when he regained PGA TOUR membership via the 2020-21 Korn Ferry Tour season -- which 
was 46 events across two years as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

• As Kohles played the Korn Ferry Tour full-time for eight years from 2014 through 2021, he 
held varying levels of status, even as a past champion. After 14 missed cuts in 19 starts as a 
fully exempt member in 2014, followed by 10 missed cuts in 17 starts playing via past 
champion status in 2015, Kohles earned his first start of the 2016 season via a Monday 
qualifier for the seventh event of the season; he finished T10 and shuffled up the priority 
ranking to play the rest of 2016, but he only made three more cuts and was relegated to Q-
School. Kohles returned to form and fully exempt membership with top 75 finishes in the 
Korn Ferry Tour standings in 2017, 2018, and 2019 before earning his PGA TOUR card by 
finishing in the top 25 for the 2020-21 season. 

• After turning professional in 2012, moved to Sea Island, Georgia, where he lived for 
approximately five years before moving back to Cary, North Carolina. After a couple years in 
Cary, decided to move to Ponte Vedra Beach for better year-round golf conditions. 

Family 

• Wife, Lindsey; they share a daughter, Charlotte (2022) and a son, Cash (2024). 
• Ben notes marriage and fatherhood gave him a new perspective on golf, saying, "When I go 

home and am able to hang out with them, it's such a great way to get away from golf 
completely. Looking back at the first 10 years of my career, before I had a kid and was 
married... I would take (golf) home with me, worry about things and how I'm playing. (Now) 
I'm almost at peace with going out there and accepting whatever happens." 

• Parents are Kevin and Sheri. 
• Ben and his father, Kevin, enjoyed a memorable golfing trip to Pinehurst for Ben's 14th 

birthday. The two played the famed No. 2 course from the white tees -- Ben shot 99, while 
his father shot 98 and said, "We were both happy we broke 100." 

Interests/Hobbies/Quirks 

• Likes to watch Formula 1 and enjoys race cars. Owns a race car simulator which he purchased 
following the 2020-21 Korn Ferry Tour season and set up in his garage at home. The 
simulator is fully equipped with a race car seat, gear stick, pedals, vibrations, etc. After he re-
gained TOUR membership following the 2023 Korn Ferry Tour season, he bought a new 
steering wheel for the simulator. 

• Can occasionally bowl over 200. Took a class in high school that would take students bowling 
twice a week. Has recorded a score of 245 twice. 

• Likes to visit Maui, New York and Los Angeles, and his favorite place for a vacation is Hawaii. 
• Huge fan of the Carolina Hurricanes (NHL hockey). Other favorite teams include University of 

Virginia athletics, University of Kentucky basketball, Dallas Cowboys (NFL football), Texas 
Rangers (MLB baseball), and Dallas Mavericks (NBA basketball). 

Inner Circle/Special Connections 

• Played under longtime head coach Bowen Sargent at Virginia. Sargent said of Kohles, "After 
his first tournament, I'll never forget it. I knew he was good, but I didn't know he was that 
good. I went up to his parents and told them both, you guys have a really special kid here. 



This kid's going to make it. He has an intangible. The tougher the situation gets and the more 
that it means, the more he likes it. There's very few kids who enjoy that environment, and he 
always has." 

• Former college teammates with Denny McCarthy; the two played the 2011-12 season 
together at Virginia, with Kohles earning 2012 All-America Second Team and an All-Atlantic 
Coast Conference selection, while McCarthy was named 2012 ACC Freshman of the Year 
and joined Kohles as an All-ACC selection. 

• Kohles and McCarthy remain close friends. Kohles stayed with McCarthy's parents in 
Maryland when he competed in Final Qualifying for the 2023 U.S. Open. Kohles lost a 4-for-2 
playoff for the final spots available at the Rockville, Maryland site. 

• Shared a house with J.T. Poston, Patton Kizzire, Denny McCarthy, Greyson Sigg, and Brendon 
Todd at the 2022 John Deere Classic. Poston went on to win the tournament. 

• Played in a pro-am in 2021 alongside Roy Williams, longtime head coach for the men's 
basketball team at the University of North Carolina. Kohles did not know he was paired with 
Williams until he showed up to the course, already wearing a Carolina blue polo. On the first 
hole, Kohles swapped out his original hat for one with a University of Virginia logo on it 
because he was "looking too much like a Tar Heel". Kohles also attended a North Carolina 
basketball camp as a child and took a photo with Williams (photos on Kohles' Instagram). 

Other 

• At the 2024 Black Desert Championship, Kohles became the first player with a hole-in-one in 
the tournament's history as he aced the 130-yard par-3 17th. It also marked the first ace of 
Kohles' PGA TOUR career. 

• Made a hole-in-one on No. 3 of THE PLAYERS Stadium Course at TPC Sawgrass during a 
non-competitive round in 2023. 

• Made his PGA TOUR debut as a sponsor exemption at the 2012 Wyndham Championship 
(finished T70). 



Jackson Suber 

Things To Know 

• Earned PGA TOUR membership for the first time with a top 30 finish (No. 20) on the 2024 
Korn Ferry Tour Points List. 

• As a Korn Ferry Tour rookie in 2023, finished No. 37 on the Points List after he began the 
season with poor conditional status and played his way into the top 20 with seven events 
remaining. Suber made six starts across the final seven events of the 2023 season, totaling 
three missed cuts and only recording one finish higher than T46, which left him on the wrong 
side of the PGA TOUR card bubble (the top 30 earned cards). Suber, who entered the 2023 
Korn Ferry Tour Championship at No. 30 on the Points List, said of the late-season slump, 
"That was a pretty tough way to go out. Obviously, I wasn't ready. That was as upset as I've 
ever been over golf. I don't know that I've ever let the tears flow and been emotional, except 
for that day. That really stung. The whole month leading up to (Korn Ferry Tour 
Championship) was a struggle, trying to tread water and figure it out. I needed to mature, 
obviously, and figure out things that would help me be more professional, mature, and have 
my game more consistent." 

• Finished No. 9 in the PGA TOUR University Class of 2022 after four seasons at University of 
Mississippi. Through the PGA TOUR University performance benefits at that time, Suber 
earned PGA TOUR Canada membership for the 2022 season and an exemption to Second 
Stage of the 2022 Korn Ferry Tour Qualifying Tournament (now PGA TOUR Q-School 
presented by Korn Ferry). Suber qualified for Final Stage and earned Korn Ferry Tour 
membership, but a T101 finish left him with poor conditional status to begin the 2023 season. 

• Moved to Jacksonville, Florida in 2023 to play and practice at TPC Sawgrass. 
• Born and raised in Tampa, Florida, where he grew up playing at Palma Ceia Golf & Country 

Club; he continued to play and practice there until 2023, when he relocated to Jacksonville, 
Florida. As kids, Jackson and childhood friend Gunnar Raney would typically play a constant 
loop of Nos. 1 and 2 (the second hole essentially brought them back to the clubhouse) in the 
early evening until it got too dark. Suber's mom, Elayne, would oftentimes sit in a rocking 
chair and read magazines as they went round and round the two-hole loop. Suber says of the 
loop, "I've definitely played those two holes more than any holes in the entire world." Gunnar, 
who played collegiately at the NCAA Division III level, attended the 2024 Korn Ferry Tour 
Championship, where Jackson earned his first PGA TOUR card. 

• Estimated he attended the Valspar Championship, his hometown PGA TOUR event, five 
times as a kid; he also attended THE PLAYERS once. Later made his PGA TOUR debut as a 
sponsor exemption at the 2022 Valspar Championship. 

• Played the 2009 U.S. Kids Golf World Championship at Pinehurst (finished 131st in the Boys 
9 Division). Other notable names from the Boys 9 Division included fellow Korn Ferry Tour 
graduates Frankie Capan III (T5), Ryan Gerard (T27), and Noah Goodwin (T77). Suber returned 
to Pinehurst for the 2024 U.S. Open, where he was the last man into the field U.S. Open via 
Jon Rahm's withdrawal; he played in a featured group alongside Jordan Spieth and Hideki 
Matsuyama and finished 73rd. 

• Played four seasons at University of Mississippi (2018-22), amassing five career wins, earning 
2022 All-America Second Team recognition as a senior, and garnering back-to-back All-
Southeastern Conference First Team honors as a junior and senior. 

• Developed a friendship with former PGA TOUR member and fellow Ole Miss alum Jonathan 
Randolph. The two met at Ole Miss, where Randolph was as a volunteer assistant coach 
during Suber's time on the team. Randolph, who graduated from the Korn Ferry Tour for the 
first time in 2014, was the first Ole Miss alum to earn a PGA TOUR card. Suber and Braden 



Thornberry followed Randolph as the second and third Ole Miss alums to earn TOUR 
membership via the Korn Ferry Tour in 2024. 

• Favorite sports teams are the Tampa Bay Lightning (NHL hockey) and Ole Miss football. 

Family 

• Parents are Jack and Elayne Suber. 
• Younger brother, Mac, played one year of golf at Troy University in 2021. 

Inner Circle/Special Connections 

• Close friends with fellow Korn Ferry Tour graduates Pierceson and Parker Coody. 



Zac Blair 

Things To Know 

• First joined the PGA TOUR at the beginning of the 2014-15 season. Spent one season back 
on the Korn Ferry Tour in 2019 before returning to the PGA TOUR in 2020. 

• Had shoulder surgery in November 2020 to repair two tears in his right labrum. Last start on 
TOUR before surgery was the 2020 Shriners Children's Open. Returned to the TOUR at the 
2022 Fortinet Championship (finished T12). 

• Developed The Tree Farm, a golf club outside of Aiken, South Carolina with a laid-back ethos 
that goes against the grain of traditional country club life. Kye Goalby was hired as the 
architect of the Tree Farm, and Zac asked Tom Doak to handle the course routing. The Tree 
Farm has more than 300 members and 

Background 

• Played collegiately at BYU from 2009-2013, where he won four times for the Cougars. 
• Was a four-time all-state golfer in high school at Fremont High School in Ogden, Utah, 

playing on two state championship teams. 
• Born in Salt Lake City and grew up in Ogden, Utah with 2024 PGA TOUR rookie Patrick 

Fishburn, who he was teammates with at BYU. 

Family 

• Has two sons, Charlie and William, and one daughter, Izzy, with wife Alicia. 
• Father, Jimmy, played college golf at BYU with teammates Mike Reid and Jim Nelford, among 

others, and was a two-time honorable mention All-American. Was a PGA TOUR member in 
1984 and played in 22 career TOUR events between 1981 and 2002. Jimmy owns a golf-
management company that is involved in the operation of driving ranges, golf course and the 
renovation and redesign of golf courses. 



Doug Ghim 

Things To Know 

• Doug grew up playing municipal golf courses and his family had modest financial means. He 
also recalled playing with used clubs purchased off eBay. He said he didn't open a box of new 
golf balls until he was about 16, even when they were free. In order to play high-level junior 
golf tournaments, he received financial assistance through the AJGA ACE Grant, a cause he 
supports as a professional golfer. 

• Secured his card by making his 10-foot par putt on the 18th hole at the 2019 Korn Ferry Tour 
Championship. https://twitter.com/KornFerryTour/status/1168638936178155521 

• Big sneakerhead. Wants to buy a special pair of Jordans after his 1st win on TOUR. 

Background 

• At the age of 10, Doug attended the Korn Ferry Tour event in Glenview, Illinois, and followed 
Jason Day. Day signed a golf ball for Doug and told him, "I hope to see you someday out 
here." When Doug played the Masters in 2018, he approached Jason and retold this story. 
Doug said: "He smiled ear to ear, and he was like, 'That's crazy. I feel so old, but it's pretty 
cool to know that I could impact somebody and then actually be able to play against that 
same person.'" https://www.pgatour.com/beyond-the-ropes/2019/10/21/what-a-day-
when-10-year-old-doug-ghim-met-future-pga-tour-star-jason-day.html 

• As a child, Doug had an interest in baseball. But once he picked up a club, it became clear golf 
was his passion. In golf, he got to hit a ball — his favorite part of baseball — and didn’t have to 
bother with throwing or catching. 

Family 

• His parents immigrated from South Korea, and the family had modest means. His father Jeff, 
an architect who also taught golf, put up a net in their backyard in Arlington Heights, Illinois, a 
cube-like contraption with metal pipes. His mother Susan, a flight attendant, was gone a fair 
amount, but his older sister, Deborah, helped look after him. 

• Extremely close with his father, Jeff, who introduced him to golf and caddied for Doug 
throughout amateur golf. Before Doug turned pro and made his debut at the 2018 Travelers 
Championship, he made the tough decision: to replace his dad and hire a professional caddie. 
https://www.pgatour.com/tour-insider/2018/06/20/doug-ghim-incredible-ride-family-dad-
pro-travelers-championship.html 

• The 2018 U.S. Open was the last time Jeff caddied for Doug. At the time, Doug said: “I told 
him there are a lot of heroes that I got to meet that week, whether it was Tiger, Phil, Jason 
Day, Jordan Spieth. But I wanted him to know that he’s always been my hero, and the person 
that I looked up to the most.” 

• Doug's dad, Jeff, introduced him to the game when Doug was 6 years old (Labor Day 2002). It 
began with a trip to Twin Lakes in Palatine, Illinois, which features a park district nine-hole 
executive golf course with only two holes longer than 180 yards and a driving range in which 
patrons launch balls into one of the lakes. 
https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/arlington-heights/sports/ct-ahp-doug-ghim-pga-
tour-card-tl-0919-20190915-tmtxo4xmxbewjoq7f5rntyaadq-story.html 

• Proposed to long time girlfriend, Kelly on August 8th, 2025. Planning for a December 2026 
wedding in Las Vegas, Nevada. (engagement photo on Instagram) 



Interests/Hobbies/Quirks 

• Chicago sports fan, supporting the Cubs (MLB baseball), Bulls (NBA basketball) and Bears 
(NFL football). 

• Favorite vacations include Switzerland and Scotland/St. Andrews. 
• Favorite college team to follow is the Texas Longhorns. 

Charity 

• Because he was a recipient of an AJGA ACE Grant, which gave him the financial means 
necessary to play a national golf schedule, Doug gives back to the AJGA Foundation. 

Other 

• Was the 2018 Ben Hogan Award recipient (nation's best collegiate golfer) as a senior at the 
University of Texas. 

• At Texas, he was teammates with future pros Scottie Scheffler, Beau Hossler, Kramer Hickok, 
Taylor Funk and Gavin Hall. 

• Ghim was Futurecast at 2021 Valspar and played a practice round with Scheffler 
(https://twitter.com/PGATOUR/status/1387553465006702593). Cam Morfit's story: 
https://www.pgatour.com/tour-insider/2021/04/26/doug-ghim-making-most-of-second-
chance.html 



Zach Johnson 

Things To Know 

• Johnson was the Captain for the United States team that lost to Europe at the 2023 Ryder 
Cup at Marco Simone Golf and Country Club in Rome, Italy. The European team swept the 
opening Friday Foursomes matches 4-0 and the US team -- which climbed back to make it 
interesting late in the Singles matches -- ultimately fell 16.5 to 11.5. Johnson served as a vice 
captain for Davis Love when the United States won the 2022 Presidents Cup at Quail Hollow. 
Johnson and Assistant Captain Steve Stricker were teammates at the 2023 Zurich Classic; 
they were paired with the European Team Captain Luke Donald and one of his Vice Captains 
Edoardo Molinari. Johnson-Stricker missed the cut. Donald-Molinari finished T23. 

• Johnson is featured as the US Ryder Cup Captain in the final three episodes of the second 
season of Netflix's docuseries on professional golf called "Full Swing". Episode six focuses on 
Zach deliberating and ultimately making his six Captains' picks. The intimate phones calls to 
the players are dramatic, especially the call to Keegan Bradley with the bad news that he 
wasn't getting picked for the team. 

• Johnson and Donald participated in a series of "Year to Go" PR events in Rome in September 
of 2022, including playing the Marco Simone G&CC and enjoying an audience with Pope 
Francis at The Vatican. 

• Winner of the 2020 PGA TOUR Payne Stewart award presented by Southern Company. The 
award is presented annually to a professional golfer who best exemplifies the values of 
character, charity and sportsmanship. 

• Tiger Woods named him as a vice captain for the 2019 Presidents Cup team. Steve Stricker 
named him as a vice captain for the 2021 Ryder Cup. 

• Has used the same putter throughout his entire career (a See-More design), deviating to a 
Scotty Cameron one event but quickly switching back. 

• With 12 PGA TOUR victories, including two major championship wins at iconic venues (2007 
Masters at Augusta National and 2015 Open Championship at St. Andrews), five Ryder Cup 
and four Presidents Cup appearances, one of six players (Nicklaus, Woods, Snead, Faldo, 
Ballesteros) to win the Masters and hoist the claret jug at St. Andrews, 2003 Korn Ferry Tour 
Player of the Year honors, etc., is firmly in the conversation for future World Golf Hall of 
Fame honors. 

• Sits on the John Deere Classic Board of Directors. 

Background 

• The Johnsons are a family of faith, with Zach a frequent participant at weekly ministry events 
at TOUR events. 

• Inducted into the Iowa Golf Hall of Fame in 2016. 
• The gallery at the BellSouth Classic, his first PGA TOUR win, consisted of a group of 10 or so 

men from Iowa who gave him financial support early in his career, buying a stake in Zach for 
$500 a share. Some were seeing him play that week for the first time. "It started as a 
business, but it ended up as a business family," he said. 

• Extremely competitive, stating to Golf Digest that he isn't an "everybody gets a trophy" kind 
of guy. Even in games of H-O-R-S-E with his son, Will, he confesses he'll let Will hang close 
for a brief time, but once his son gets to H-O and has a chance to win, Zach will turn on the 
jets and "blitz" him. 

• Loves the "underdog" story in sports and perhaps sees himself in that role on the PGA TOUR, 
as he's never been considered the longest hitter, etc. Says all success comes from failure ... "I 



don't like losing, but there's a beauty in what comes of it. As a golfer, everything I learned that 
led to my winning 12 PGA TOUR events, including a couple of majors, came from losing." 

• Six-foot putt for everything: “Tiger, Jack or me? That’s easy: me. One, I like having control 
over the outcome. Two, whatever the outcome is, I can accept it. Three, I’m going to make 
that putt.” 

• He played #2 on the Regis High School (Cedar Rapids, Iowa) golf team and led them to an 
Iowa 3A state championship in 1992, his sophomore year. 

Family 

• He's extremely family oriented: Wife, Kim; Will, Wyatt, Abby Jane. 
• The son of a chiropractor, Zach was born in Iowa City, Iowa and raised in Cedar Rapids and is 

the oldest of three children to Dave & Julie. 
• He's lived on St. Simons Island since 2005 with his family; his wife's family is from Fernandina 

Beach. 

Interests/Hobbies/Quirks 

• Favorite sports teams - Iowa Hawkeyes, Drake Bulldogs. Heroes - his parents. Music 
interests/Musical inclinations - Is not a country music fan; likes Nathaniel Rateliff, Led 
Zeppelin, Chris Tomlin, Phillip Phillips, Dave Matthews Band. Hobbies - Movies, sports, 
downhill skiing. 

Charity 

• The Zach Johnson Foundation is dedicated to helping children and their families in Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa. The program created by Johnson and his wife, Kim, has raised over $5,000,000 
for community agencies serving children in need. He has stated: "This Foundation will fulfill a 
dream of mine and Kim's to give back to Cedar Rapids in a long-lasting, meaningful way." 

• The Foundation's premier event is the Zach Johnson Foundation Classic - a tournament that 
features PGA TOUR players and some of the game's future superstars. The inaugural event 
took place at Elmhurst CC in Cedar Rapid on August 1, 2011. The event supports Kids on 
Course. The program is funded by the Zach Johnson Foundation and the Cedar Rapids 
Community School District. Kids on Course serves more than 1,000 students at five Cedar 
Rapids elementary schools, two Cedar Rapids middle schools and two high schools. It inspires 
in students the confidence to realize their academic and individual potential by providing 
creative and inventive opportunities that connect students and families to the community and 
school. 

• On July 7, 2019, RSM (in coordination with the Zach Johnson Foundation and Kids on 
Course) announced the RSM Shot at College program. The program will provide financial 
support and mentorship to help three students each year pursue a college education. The 
initiative aligns closely with the mission of Kids on Course, a nonprofit program founded by 
Zach's Foundation in cooperation with the Cedar Rapids Community School District. 

• At the urging of former PGA TOUR member Jason Allred and his wife, the Johnsons became 
active in Compassion International - the same child-advocacy ministry that President George 
H.W. Bush was involved in. Compassion International's mission is to pair "compassionate 
people with children living in extreme poverty to release the children from spiritual, 
economic, social, and physical poverty." 

• In February 2016, following a gift from Johnson, the Drake University Men’s and Women’s 
golf programs unveiled the Zach Johnson Golf Room, featuring state-of-the-art technology. 



Other 

• Prone to locker “pranks” from Matt Kuchar, who typically has a nearby locker. 



Chandler Phillips 

Things To Know 

• Earned PGA TOUR membership for the first time via the 2023 Korn Ferry Tour season, which 
awarded TOUR cards to the top 30 players on its points list. Chandler finished in the top 30 in 
large part because of his win in the season-opening event in The Bahamas. 

• After two disappointing trips to Final Stage of the Korn Ferry Tour Qualifying Tournament, 
finished T10 in 2022 to earn guaranteed starts for essentially the first half of the 2023 
season. Phillips won the season-opening event, The Bahamas Great Exuma Classic at Sandals 
Emerald Bay, which propelled him to a PGA TOUR card at season's end. 

• Turned professional out of Texas A&M in 2019 and reached Final Stage of the Korn Ferry 
Tour Qualifying Tournament (now PGA TOUR Q-School) his first two attempts (2019, 2021), 
but left with poor conditional status both times. A T76 finish in 2019 led to just 15 starts in 
the 46-event 2020-21 season (combined due to the COVID-19 pandemic). Regained 
membership with a return to Final Stage of Q-School in November 2021, but finished T105 
and did not make any starts on the Korn Ferry Tour in 2022. 

• Played four seasons at Texas A&M University (2015-19), winning a school-record seven 
collegiate events, four of which came his junior season (2017-18); he was also a three-time 
All-America selection -- including a first-team honor in 2018 -- and three-time All-
Southeastern Conference First Team honoree. Also posted the three lowest single-season 
scoring averages in program history (70.18 as a senior, 70.85 as a junior, 71.15 as a 
sophomore) and broke the school record for career scoring average (71.35). 

• Had an eye-opening experience the fall of his freshman season at Texas A&M, and he 
scheduled a meeting with the coaching staff at the midway point of the season. Chandler 
asked why everyone else was beating him, even as he knew from firsthand experience there 
was no talent disparity. The coaches laughed and said, "You might want to get comfortable, 
because we're going to be here for a while." The discussion centered around course 
management and maturing as a golfer, with Chandler recalling, "I was just getting smoked all 
the time... I want(ed) to be competitive. Completely changed my game, having that meeting 
with them, and it had nothing to do with mechanics. It was me maturing as a golfer." 

• Played on the star-studded 2017 Arnold Palmer Cup team which included Sam Burns, Collin 
Morikawa, Maverick McNealy, Nick Hardy, and fellow PGA TOUR rookies Jimmy Stanger and 
Norman Xiong. At the event, contested at Atlanta Athletic Club, Phillips got a poster 
autographed by every member of the team, and the poster is framed and hung in his 
childhood bedroom. [NOTE: Photo of the signed poster is available.] 

• Dons an impeccable mustache. Says he can grow a full beard -- which in turn makes him "look 
45" -- but that it gets too hot during the summer. The first time Chandler converted his light 
beard into what is now his mustache of choice, he "thought (it) was going to look pretty bad... 
my mom saw me and she was like, 'I kind of like it,'" which led him to keep the mustache. 

• Plays by instinct. When asked how he rates himself on the continuum of a feel player vs. a 
technical player during an interview in 2024, he said, "100% feel player. I'm not technical one 
bit." If he's playing a draw during a pre-round warm-up session, he'll play a draw on the 
course. If the ball's falling right on the range, he'll take that to the tee. 

• Keeps a tight circle of his caddie, Braden Bailey, his agents, Jeff Stacy and Kevin Lynch, and 
his family, saying, "I keep it small. That makes it where it doesn't get too hectic. The way I 
look at it for myself is I could go get a swing coach; I could go get a mental coach or anything 
like that, but I got here without that, and it's been working for a long time and I think that 
would be a big change for me, so I don't know how I would take it. So I really don't want to 
put myself in that position; that's kind of the way I look at it." 



Background 

• Born and raised in Huntsville, Texas, which is roughly 70 miles north of Houston. Played 
collegiately at Texas A&M University in College Station, Texas -- a little over 50 miles / an 
hour drive west of Huntsville. 

• Grew up playing alongside his dad, Keith, and Keith's friends on weekends at a 9-hole golf 
course, Lake Estates Golf Course at Trinity Plantation, in Trinity, Texas, which he 
affectionately refers to as the "Pea Patch". They would "lap around the 9-hole course all day" 
and play until dark. Chandler's dad did not start playing golf until his 20s (and first played the 
game at a bachelor party), and Chandler recalled his dad getting down to a 6 or 7 handicap. 

• Started to take golf seriously around age 11 or 12, when he started playing junior 
tournaments and climbing the rungs of the junior golf circuit. 

• Recorded three consecutive top-10 finishes at the Class 4A high school state championship 
from 2012-14, with Scottie Scheffler taking the individual title all three years. Phillips won the 
2015 state title as a senior, when Scheffler had graduated and Huntsville High School moved 
up to Class 5A. 

• Represented the United States at the 2015 Toyota Junior World Cup in Japan. 
• Did not aspire to be a professional golfer even as he made tremendous strides on the junior 

golf circuit and in high school; he just wanted to play college golf. Chandler did not want his 
parents burdened financially, so he decided early in the recruiting process he would sign with 
whichever program offered the biggest scholarship. When Texas A&M presented their offer, 
Chandler's parents urged him to accept, and he eventually did, saying, "It was the best 
decision of my life." 

• Represented the United States at three Arnold Palmer Cups (2017, 2018, 2019); he joined 
Bryce Molder as the only other American in history to play the event three times. 

Family 

• Fiancee, Jordan. The couple is set to wed August 28, 2026. 
• Parents are Keith (father) and Kris (mother); they met in high school and went to college 

together. 
• Keith owns a landscaping and irrigation business (Phillips Landscaping & Irrigation) in 

Huntsville, Texas. 
• Younger brother, Dawson (Chandler says everyone calls him D); the two are separated by 

three years. Dawson is autistic, and Chandler says he is "the happiest man in the world." 
Chandler doesn't tend to bring up Dawson unless asked, but says Dawson has had a 
significant impact on him and his outlook on life, saying, "He lives his life every day, doesn't 
have a worry in the world. He's awesome. If you're ever feeling down, you just see how he 
takes life. You realize how good you got it." Chandler says he will step away from competitive 
golf to take care of Dawson, saying, "He'll never be able to live by himself. At some point, I'm 
going to have to quit golf, once my parents pass or whatever - hopefully that's not anytime 
soon - and have to take care of him. I've faced that fact. There's nothing wrong with that with 
me, but I'm never going to have somebody take care of him." Chandler refers to Dawson as 
his best friend. 

Interests/Hobbies/Quirks 

• Tombstone is far and away his favorite movie of all time, with Chandler saying, "Any time it is 
on -- I don't care if it's got 10 minutes left or if it just started -- that's going to be on the TV 
until it's over with." 



• Avid outdoorsman, hunter, and fisherman; he makes time to hunt and fish whenever he is 
back home in Texas. En route to winning the 2023 Korn Ferry Tour season-opening even in 
The Bahamas, Chandler admitted he'd rather be duck hunting than playing golf, and his dad 
confirmed in an interview in 2024, "I'm worried he's going to lose a wife or girlfriend to duck 
hunting." 

• Enjoys tinkering with his truck. 

Charity 

• Dawson, Chandler's younger brother who is autistic, competes in Special Olympics -- 
including bocce ball, bowling and track and field -- and enjoys coloring and playing with 
spoons at home. 

Inner Circle/Special Connections 

• Grammy Award-winning country music artist Zach Top is a hunting friend. Chandler also grew 
up roughly 20 minutes from country music artist Parker McCollum, and Chandler used to play 
golf with McCollum's dad and uncle. 

• Played against Scottie Scheffler on the Texas junior golf circuit, and the two both competed 
in the same division of Texas high school athletics, though Scheffler was a year ahead of 
Phillips. Scheffler won three consecutive 4A state titles, with Phillips finishing T8 (2012), T4 
(2013), and T9 (2014) those three years. In 2015, Scheffler had graduated and Huntsville 
High School moved up to Class 5A, and Phillips won the 2015 individual state title. The two 
also competed against one another in college, with Scheffler at Texas and Phillips at Texas 
A&M. 

• Shared a rental home with multi-time PGA TOUR winner Cameron Champ and some other 
friends for two and a half / three years at Texas A&M University; they remained housemates 
until Champ left for Q-School late in 2017. When a mutual friend offered Phillips a room in 
the house, Phillips recalled with a laugh, "I went and got my stuff from the dorm... I moved 
that stuff out that day." 

• Went on a duck hunting trip with Sam Burns at David Toms' property in 2025. 
• Grew up less than a half hour away from Sam Bennett, whose hometown of Madisonville, 

Texas is less than 30 miles northwest of Phillips' hometown of Huntsville. The two were 
teammates for the 2018-19 season at Texas A&M. Phillips said Bennett joining the team was 
like bringing in a little brother, and the two remain close today. 

• Teammates on the 2018 Arnold Palmer Cup team included Collin Morikawa, Davis Riley, 
Justin Suh, and Sahith Theegala; he also won a mixed fourball match alongside multi-time 
LPGA major championship winner Lilia Vu. 

• Teammates on the 2019 Arnold Palmer Cup team included Austin Eckroat, Will Gordon, Alex 
Smalley, and Brandon Wu. 

• Received putting advice from Rickie Fowler during the COVID-19 pandemic hiatus. Chandler 
had previously met Rickie and happened to have his number from the last time they crossed 
paths. Chandler reached out and asked if Rickie knew anyone who would be a good putting 
coach. Rickie didn't have anyone who came to mind for Chandler, so Rickie instead offered to 
help himself. Chandler would send Rickie a video, and Rickie would send back a video or a 
suggestion. The two played a practice round together at the 2023 Valero Texas Open, which 
Chandler played as a sponsor exemption. 

Other 



• Played baseball for a long time and developed a bad swing tendency of getting "too far 
underneath it." Phillips worked with PGA of America professional Dean Choate to make the 
proper correction, though this remains the quickest way Chandler's swing gets out of sync. 



Preston Stout 



Max Homa 

Things To Know 

• Serving on the 16-member Player Advisory Council (PAC) for a fifth consecutive year in 2026. 
The PAC serves as a consulting body which vets and recommends changes to the PGA TOUR 
Policy Board on behalf of the membership. 

• Cover star of the latest release of the popular video game, PGA TOUR 2K25, his first 
appearance in the game. 

• The six-time PGA TOUR winner has four wins in his home state of California (2021 Genesis 
Invitational, 2021 and 2022 Procore Championship, 2023 Farmers Insurance Open), and has 
won the Truist Championship twice, at different venues (2019/Quail Hollow Club, 2022/TPC 
Potomac at Avenal Farm). 

• On what keeps him optimistic about the future of his career, Homa says, "I think I just 
outwork a lot of people, and the more I can keep my brain in a good spot or get it in a good 
spot, I can do that for a long time. I love looking at people like Adam Scott, Justin Rose, Billy 
Horschel, guys who are a bit older than me who are still phenomenal. If I stay healthy and 
keep the passion for the work, I'll be all right." 

• Gave updated comments on his departure from social media in an interview with Brentley 
Romine (for Golf Channel) in March 2026, saying, "When I hear stories about people saying 
something from the internet that's kind of dark and dire, I laugh and think about how I used to 
just be immersed in that. The world in public, people are so much nicer than they are on the 
Internet, and I think the further you get away from it, you realize the more good there is than 
bad... I can't quantify that, but it is nice to see." 

• Although he gained popularity for engaging with fans on Twitter (now known as X) 
throughout the late 2010s and early 2020s, decided in 2025 to avoid the platform entirely 
and take breaks from other social media platforms, saying, "The reason for that was just the 
vitriol you read online. I stepped away a lot also from Instagram. X is an awful, awful place. It 
took me a while to catch onto how impactful that can be, and how much of a waste of 
energy. You just realize how much you don't need it. When you first step away from it, you 
feel like you're missing something, but you start to realize that you're missing absolutely 
nothing. I wish I would've done it earlier. I've met some awesome people through the 
internet, but just think it's become far more negative than positive." Max did say he still 
enjoys TikTok, noting, "I feel like the generation is a bit younger. They're still nice and haven't 
been jaded by the world yet. I've enjoyed that one." 

• Coupled with his decision to avoid X (formerly known as Twitter) beginning in 2025, turned to 
the New York Times app for mini-crosswords and Wordle. Max says, "I'm still on my phone, 
I'm just doing some other stuff. It's just nice when you don't have 500 people every month 
telling you you're not very good at golf when you know you're not playing well. It gets a bit 
redundant." 

• On dealing with nerves: Max likes to keep his strategy simple when he's between the ropes. "I 
guess it's corny and like old school... but breathing is important." Homa also said he has to 
remind himself not to rush things when he gets nervous. He's a fast walker by nature, but 
sometimes slowing down is the best thing for his golf game. "I try to slow down on Thursday 
to Saturday but especially on Sunday I have to like tell myself to slow down," he said. "I think 
that goes to just self awareness, knowing yourself, knowing your tics and know what's going 
to maybe speed up that heart rate and try to avoid those things." 

• After successfully defending his title at the 2022 Procore Championship for his fifth career 
win, flew straight to Charlotte, North Carolina, to make his Presidents Cup debut as one of 
Davis Love III's six captain's picks for the U.S. Team (arrived after midnight and was greeted at 



the hotel by Love). Secured a 4-0 record by defeating International Team star Tom Kim in 
Sunday Singles, rallying from 3 down with just seven holes to play, taking four straight holes 
at one point. "He's a great player and a really great kid,'' Homa said. "He's going to be 
amazing. But I wanted a point real bad.'' 

Background 

• Born in Burbank and grew up in Santa Clarita, California. In Burbank, the family home was 
near a driving range at Griffith Park (most notably home to the famous Griffith Observatory). 
After the family relocated, Homa developed his game at Vista Valencia Golf Course in Santa 
Clarita. Vista Valencia has an 18-hole par 61 executive course (The Vista) and a 9-hole par 3 
course (Chica). According to its website, The Vista Course plays a little over 4,300 yards from 
the back tees and has nearly 50 bunkers, with water in play on 10 different holes. The 
"signature 17th hole" is a 158-yard par 3 with an island green surrounded by three bunkers 
and only accessible by bridge. Vista Valencia also had a driving range with lights and a strong 
junior golf program, which helped Max get into the game. Max said of the junior program, 
"Everyone just loved to go there. You get french fries, an Orange Bang, and played a bunch of 
holes. That was like the hangout, like the movie theatre of golf courses." 

• Vista Valencia Golf Course was also a "home" course for PGA TOUR winner Jason Gore, a 
longtime Valencia resident who attended nearby Hart High School and played a lot of golf at 
Vista Valencia with Max's father, John. Max recalled, "You got to see someone who is a 
professional golfer on the PGA TOUR. We watched him win the 84 Lumber (Classic) at the 
golf course." Gore joined the PGA TOUR in 2022 and is currently the Chief Player Officer. 

• Was introduced to golf by his father, John, and Max learned to appreciate the honesty in 
players, saying, "We would watch a lot of golf on TV. And I remember any time there was a 
press conference or an interview going on, if I started to talk, my dad would tell me to listen 
and try to absorb well and learn something. I think maybe from that I've appreciated athletes 
who are really honest." 

• In 2010, he reached the quarterfinals of the U.S. Amateur before losing to reigning champion 
and Cal teammate Byeong Hun An. 

• 2013 NCAA Individual Champion at Cal after birdieing three of the last five holes to come 
from behind and overtake Jon Rahm (he is friends with Rahm today). Has spent time as a 
volunteer coach helping the Cal team. 

• Turned pro in 2013 after competing on the winning U.S. Walker Cup team with teammates 
Justin Thomas, Patrick Rogers and Michael Kim among others. Matt Fitzpatrick was on the 
losing GB&I team. 

• Early in his professional career, went back and forth between the Korn Ferry Tour and PGA 
TOUR until securing his first TOUR title at the 2019 Truist Championship. A particularly low 
moment in the stretch was the 2016-17 PGA TOUR season, when he finished with 15 missed 
cuts in 17 starts. Max, who won twice on the Korn Ferry Tour, said of his "rocky road" to 
maintaining PGA TOUR membership, "I've always been a really slow learner. I did a 
tremendously bad job of looking down the range every week and trying to be as good as the 
guy next to me was at their best quality, instead of thinking, 'Why am I here? What am I good 
at?' I went down a rabbit hole of trying to change stuff and get better at things I probably 
didn't need to." 

• Cited Thursday and Friday of the 2017 Wyndham Championship as both the lowest point of 
his career and a high moment. Homa, who entered the week well outside the top 200 in the 
FedExCup standings, explained, "I had to get a third place solo to keep my (TOUR) card, and 
maybe for five total seconds that week I thought I could do it. I hadn't done anything good, let 
alone a third place. I knew I was going back to Q-School, and I played terrible Thursday. I 
remember I was (in) the morning wave, and I went to the range and I hit balls so long I'm 



pretty sure the afternoon wave finished. I just kept hitting balls. It's the worst I could've felt 
about myself, but I look back at that day more than I look back at any day. I thought, 'There's 
no reason for me to do this. I'm not going to find something for tomorrow.' The reason it's a 
high is... I wasn't working for tomorrow. I was working for 2024, 2023, things like that. I was 
proud of doing that. It was probably a little crazy, but I like that." 

Family 

• Married in December 2019 to Lacey Croom; following his win at the 2019 Truist 
Championship he mentioned how they could now pay for the wedding. 

• Homa and his wife Lacey welcomed Cam Andrew Homa in October 2022. Homa posted on 
Instagram: "He is healthy, peaceful and happy. Full transparency, Lacey had some 
complications and had to have multiple surgeries. She spent quite a bit of time in the ICU. 
Fortunately, she was released to the postpartum room earlier today and finally got to be with 
me and reunited with Cam. We are so happy and on the long road to recovery. Thank you to 
everyone who has reached out to help. It means the world to us. We are already so in love 
with him. P.S. My wife is a freaking super hero and I've truly never been more proud and 
impressed." 

• His father, John, is an accomplished Los Angeles acting coach who counts among his past 
pupils Kirsten Dunst, Brie Larson and Michelle Williams. John grew up in small Nesquehoning, 
Pennsylvania, where many of his classmates went to work for Mack Truck, Bethlehem Steel 
or in the coal mines. As Max developed his golf career, John used to encourage him to listen 
intently to TOUR players' interviews in order to glean insights. 

• Max and Lacey met through his dad, John, who was Lacey's acting coach. They were around 
the same age and eventually connected via social and started dating. 

Interests/Hobbies/Quirks 

• Wants to find something outside of golf he can have fun with and get better at. As of summer 
2025, Homa has thought about cooking, saying, "I can grill a little bit. I can make a decent 
sauce for pasta. But I'm not super great at it." Also thought about fishing, saying, "That seems 
peaceful, and no one can bother me out there." 

• Chipotle fanatic. In May 2025, partnered with Cobra and Chipotle on a signature headcover 
and shag bag -- both of which sold out in a matter of hours. Homa said of the partnership, 
"It's a dream to play on TOUR. It's probably a bigger dream for me to be friends with the CEO 
of Chipotle, to be quite honest." Homa's Chipotle order is a burrito bowl with white rice, black 
beans, chicken, fresh tomato salsa, roasted chili-corn salsa, and guac. Homa developed his 
love for Chipotle in college, where he frequented the Telegraph Avenue location in Berkeley, 
California. 

• Loves Outback Steakhouse and In-N-Out Burger. 
• Huge sports fan of Los Angeles teams including the NBA's Lakers, NFL's Rams and MLB's 

Dodgers. First met Tommy Lasorda, who passed away on January 7, 2021, in 2015 when 
Lasorda told him he'd call him when he won his first PGA TOUR win. Four years later when 
Homa won his maiden PGA TOUR title at the 2019 Truist Championship, Lasorda called him. 
The moment was captured on camera. 

• When asked why he loves golf, Max answered, "That's a funny question. What's funny is I 
think when I was a kid I truly loved golf. I'm not so sure I love golf anymore, but I love 
competing and getting better so much, so golf provides the platform for that. People ask that 
in a different way a lot, but like golf is a job now. ... Now we've done so much in the game 
that sadly an amazing 7-iron doesn't make me as happy as it used to, which is sad. But I don't 



know, I would be obsessed with something else if I didn't have this. And I'm thankful I have 
this because I have direction, so I do love that about what golf is giving me at the moment." 

• His Jewish faith is very important to him. 
• Loved to play pickup basketball. In fact, his favorite sport was basketball growing up but he 

was better at golf. During his time at Cal, Homa and four of his teammates wound up playing 
a game of pickup basketball against two students and three receivers from the football team -
- two of whom were future NFL players Keenan Allen and Marvin Jones Jr. Homa guarded 
Allen for much of the game and managed to get a partial block on a fastbreak layup attempt, 
with Homa recalling, "I got lucky... I got my fingers on it and smoked some of the backboard 
with the ball. I'm not sitting here claiming I'm better at basketball or anything. It was my time 
to shine, for one moment in the sun." Homa did note, in his brief moment of celebration, an 
opposing player swiped the loose ball and dunked on him. "My moment in the sun burned up 
faster than any human has ever burned up." 

• Sports a tattoo on his arm that reads - Relentless. "You have to be relentless, you have to be a 
bulldog, you have to be tough." When did he get tattoo? "Right after I made $18,008 in 
2017." 

Charity 

• In February 2026, partnered with Arcutis Biotherapeutics to help raise awareness for the 
company's campaign encouraging "the millions of Americans living with seborrheic dermatitis 
(seb derm) to speak with their healthcare providers about long-term treatment options." 
Homa unknowingly dealt with seb derm for years prior to his diagnosis in 2025, after which 
he treated his condition with a once-daily, non-steroidal foam produced by Arcutis 
Biotherapeutics. Seb derm is a chronic, inflammatory skin condition which causes scaly 
patches, inflamed skin and stubborn dandruff. According to Mayo Clinic, seb derm "usually 
affects oily areas of the body, such as the face, sides of the nose, eyebrows, ears, eyelids, and 
chest." Homa said of his condition, "Even on the days when my face wasn't red or flaky, seb 
derm was in the back of my mind -- I'd catch myself wondering if other people could see it. 
Getting a proper diagnosis and treating my seb derm made a big difference." 

• The Max and Lacey Homa Endowed Scholarship was established at Cal in September 2021. 
• Alzheimer's Disease initiatives are close to Max's heart, as his grandmother had Alzheimer's, 

and Kathy Pappageorge, the mother of one of his longtime best friends, Peter Pappageorge, 
was diagnosed with early-onset Alzheimer's at 58 years old. Max shared his experience as 
both a friend and family member in a 2019 blog post for Alzheimer's Association, saying, "In 
someone as young as Peter's mother, it's shocking and eye opening. It wasn't until I had a 
tournament near Peter's hometown and I stayed with his mom, dad and sister that I began to 
understand how scary and debilitating Alzheimer's can be. That gave me a better 
understanding of the disease and how it affects a family." At the 2019 Valero Texas Open, 
Max wore purple to support Peter and honor Kathy and all those living with Alzheimer's, in 
addition to making a donation for birdies and eagles he made that week. 

Inner Circle/Special Connections 

• Close friends on TOUR include fellow PGA TOUR winners Rickie Fowler and Jake Knapp. 
Homa, Fowler and Knapp all hail from Southern California. Homa also developed a close 
friendship with fellow Cal alum Collin Morikawa. Homa says of his friendship with Morikawa, 
"On his off weeks, he'll check in on me. I have the utmost respect for him. I owe him a ton just 
giving his time, and the fact that he really cares." 



• Ahead of the 2023 Nedbank Golf Challenge, an annual DP World Tour event in South Africa, 
Max and his wife, Lacey, joined close friend Justin Thomas and his wife, Jillian, on a safari trip 
to Madikwe Game Reserve in South Africa. Max said, "I was kind of scared to do it, and it's 
oddly peaceful. You get to watch the circle of life. You realize there's a lot more out there 
than just golf." 

• Known to make friendly wagers on his beloved Los Angeles Dodgers with fellow TOUR 
player J.T. Poston (an Atlanta Braves fan). Homa took over Poston's Twitter account for 24 
hours on October 19, 2020, after the Dodgers beat the Braves in the 2020 NLCS. However, 
Homa lost the bet to Poston in 2021 when the Dodgers lost to the Braves in the 2021 NLCS 
and, as a result, Homa had to wear a Braves jersey on No. 16 during the second round of the 
2022 WM Phoenix Open. 

• Friendly with four-time NFL MVP Aaron Rodgers, a fellow Cal alum. Rodgers "virtually" 
introduced him for first-tee introductions in the TOUR's Return to Golf from the 2020 
COVID-19 shutdown (at the Charles Schwab Challenge).Rodgers also congratulated Homa via 
Twitter after his 2021 Genesis Invitational title. 

• In 2013, Homa tweeted at Tiger Woods "just won PAC 12s, NCAA championship, and 
qualified for the U.S. Open. Any chance I can get a practice round with u?? #hero." His chance 
finally came at the 150th Open Championship in 2022 at St. Andrews when he was paired 
with Woods for the first time during the opening rounds (Matt Fitzpatrick was the third). 
After Friday's round, Homa tweeted "Typically after a missed cut u hope to flush it from ur 
memory. But not this one. This was pretty unforgettable. Incredibly bummed to not be 
playing the weekend but endlessly thankful for the 2 days with Tiger at St Andrews. That 
walk up 18 was a movie." 

• When asked what story would he tell his grandkids from those two days playing with Woods 
at St. Andrews, Homa said "A bunch. It was a six-and-a-half-hour round that day on Thursday. 
During one of the long waits on nine, Tiger came up to me and asked how many times I had 
won and I said four. I made a joke about flexing on him with all my wins, only 78 more to go 
to pass him, and he very seriously said, 'You should have a lot more.' So kind of don't brag 
about that one and that was pretty cool, so I liked that." 

• Homa first met Tiger Woods at the 2013 U.S. Open. He deliberately set up next to him on the 
range at Merion and eventually worked up the courage to introduce himself - but not until 
after getting caught on Golf Channel (who was covering Tiger's warm up) "staring" at Tiger. 
Homa said his phone was "blowing up" from friends sending him screenshots of the awkward 
moment, and he still has those photos saved. 

Other 

• Represents Jupiter Links Golf Club alongside teammates Tiger Woods, Tom Kim and Kevin 
Kisner in TGL presented by SoFi, a primetime golf league in partnership with the PGA TOUR 
that launched in January 2025 on ESPN. The new golf league was created by TMRW Sports 
whose co-founders include Tiger Woods and Rory McIlroy, and fuses advanced technology, 
innovation and live action for ESPN's primetime television audience. Jupiter Links Golf Club is 
owned by Tiger Woods' TGR Ventures and David Blitzer. 

• When referring to Max's college career it's "California" or "Cal" and the University is "UC 
Berkeley" - but it's never "Cal-Berkeley." 



Ryo Hisatsune 

Things To Know 

• Pronunciation: REE-oh | hiss-AHT-soon-ay 
• Earned PGA TOUR membership for the first time ahead of the 2024 season via the DP World 

Tour, as he finished in the top 10 of the 2023 DP World Tour Eligibility Ranking. 
• Bestowed the Sir Henry Cotton Award as 2023 DP World Tour Rookie of the Year, becoming 

the first player from Japan to earn the award. Notable past recipients of the award include 
Nick Faldo (1977), Sandy Lyle (1978), Colin Montgomerie (1988), Sergio Garcia (1999), 
Brooks Koepka (2014), Jon Rahm (2017), and Robert MacIntyre (2019). 

• With his victory at the 2023 Open de France, became the third player from Japan to win on 
the DP World Tour, following Isao Aoki (1983 European Open) and Hideki Matsuyama (first 
of multiple victories came at the 2016 WGC-HSBC Champions). 

• Earned DP World Tour status for the 2023 season by finishing seventh in Final Stage of DP 
World Tour Q-School. 

• Turned professional in 2020 and finished atop the 2020-21 Japan Challenge Tour money list 
with three victories in a four-month stretch (June through September 2021). Played the 2022 
season on the Japan Golf Tour before his rookie season on the DP World Tour. 

• Born in Okayama in western Japan and started playing golf at 3 years old. 



 


