
Report (16 players) 

Austin Smotherman 

Things To Know 

• Three-time Korn Ferry Tour winner who regained PGA TOUR membership via the 2025 Korn 
Ferry Tour season, finishing No. 3 in the standings (top 20 earned TOUR cards). Earned the 
second and third victories of his Korn Ferry Tour career at the 2025 BMW Charity Pro-Am 
and 2025 Memorial Health Championship to secure a return to the TOUR. 

• Previously earned PGA TOUR membership for the first time following the 2020-21 Korn 
Ferry Tours season; he finished No. 25 on the Korn Ferry Tour Points List, earning the last 
available PGA TOUR card from the standings. Earned his first Korn Ferry Tour title that 
season at the 2021 Simmons Bank Open for the Snedeker Foundation. 

• In 2022, became the first official ambassador for First Tee. Upon graduating from the Korn 
Ferry Tour upon conclusion of the 2020-21 season, followed Scott Langley and Cameron 
Champ as the third First Tee alum to earn a PGA TOUR card. 

Background 

• Grew up playing at Haggin Oaks Golf Complex in Sacramento, California. 
• Home course today is Trinity Forest Golf Club in Dallas, Texas. 
• Earliest golf memory is hitting balls in his front yard with his dad. Was five years old when he 

hit one onto the roof of their one-story house, and he eventually hit a ball over it and into the 
backyard. Mostly a self-taught player, he estimates he had fewer than 10 lessons by his junior 
year of high school. 

• First set of clubs as a kid was a set of plastic Snoopy irons. Eventually, his grandpa, Bill 
Acquistapace, cut a Sam Snead 7-iron blade and persimmon head 5-wood in half and used 
duct tape and electrical tape for grips to provide him some "real" clubs. 

• Originally committed to the University of California-Davis his junior year of high school 
before garnering more attention and eventually signing with Southern Methodist University. 
Austin's profile rose after he beat defending champion Bryson DeChambeau by one stroke 
(with a birdie on the final hole) at the 2011 California State Junior Amateur Championship. 
Josh Gregory, the SMU men's golf head coach at the time, was following the group. Past 
champions of the California State Junior Amateur include PGA TOUR winners John Cook 
(1975), Bobby Clampett (1977), Rickie Fowler (2005), and DeChambeau (2010). 

• Won the individual state title at the 2012 California Interscholastic Federation State High 
School Championship, finishing one stroke ahead of Beau Hossler. Past state champions 
include PGA TOUR winners Rickie Fowler (2006), Patrick Cantlay (2010), and Xander 
Schauffele (2011). 

• Played four seasons at Southern Methodist University (2012-16), where he was a two-time 
All-American Athletic Conference selection (2014, 2016) and a 2013 All-Conference USA 
Second Team honoree. 

• Earned Korn Ferry Tour membership for the 2019 season with a No. 4 finish on the 2018 
PGA TOUR Latinoamerica Order of Merit. His 2018 season featured a win at what is now the 
Mexico Open at VidantaWorld on the PGA TOUR. The night he won in Tijuana, he actually 
carried the trophy across the border in his travel bag. His caddie, a teenager who attended 
high school in San Diego, drove him to the Mexico-U.S. border since his flight the following 



afternoon was out of San Diego. Austin's friend picked him up on the other side of the border 
and they celebrated the win with pizza and beer. 

Family 

• Austin and his wife, Jessica, have three daughters -- Adeline (March 2023), Penelope (goes by 
Nellie -- June 2024) and Grace (March 2026). Grace was born on Tuesday night of the 2026 
Valero Texas Open. Two days later, Austin was contending in the first round in San Antonio, 
with his first career hole-in-one on the 220-yard par-3 13th. 

• Proposed to his now-wife, Jessica, at Reunion Tower in Dallas. The two began dating at the 
end of their senior year in high school and maintained a long-distance relationship while she 
attended the University of Oregon to run track (100-meter hurdles, 4x100 relay); she 
transferred to the University of North Texas after her freshman year. Jessica notably 
surprised Austin at the final round of his Korn Ferry Tour debut in The Bahamas in 2019; she 
remained hidden until after he finished the round on the 18th green. 

• Has a Mini Australian Shepherd, Cypress, named after Cypress Point Club and a cat, Pebbles, 
named after Pebble Beach. 

• Grandpa, Bill Acquistapace, claims six holes-in-one and shot his age when he was 77. Very 
close with his grandfather - he surprised him live on Golf Today telling him he was officially 
TOURBound for the 2026 PGA TOUR season. The moment was picked up by the Today 
Show for their "Morning Boost" segment. 

Interests/Hobbies/Quirks 

• Likes being on a boat, wakesurfing, paddleboarding and hiking. 
• Likes house music. Finds acoustic versions of songs to be soothing and peaceful. Walk up 

song would be "Thunderstruck" by AC/DC. 
• Enjoys Bruce Lee movies, as well as his journey through martial arts. Took karate classes as a 

kid and notes they had a hand in his competitive focus today. 
• Obsessed with chicken parmesan; he likes to do chicken parm reviews whenever he travels. 

Charity 

• Was an active First Tee - Greater Sacramento participant for 10 years, beginning at age 7 and 
finishing at 17. In 2011, he won the chapter's Core Value Award after being nominated by his 
peers. 

• Represented First Tee - Greater Sacramento at the 2009 and 2010 PURE Insurance 
Championship at Pebble Beach as a sophomore and junior at Del Oro High School. Was 
paired with Tom McKnight and Denis Watson, respectively. Austin: "I distinctly remember on 
the range that week (in 2009), Fred Funk was there testing drivers. I was hitting balls next to 
him. He saw me ripping it and challenged me to a long drive contest. So there I was, going 
back and forth ripping drivers with Fred Funk. I couldn't believe it. I remember sitting there 
and seeing Mark Calcavecchia just sitting in Player Dining. My grandpa was in there talking to 
all of his idols, and my mom didn't know who anyone was, but she was chatting it up with 
their wives as well. We had the Jonas Brothers perform for us (in 2009) and we all got signed 
albums from them. That was pretty crazy as a kid." 

Inner Circle/Special Connections 



• College teammates at SMU included Harry Higgs and Bryson DeChambeau. Playing with 
Higgs as a freshman and sophomore (2012-13, 2013-14) and DeChambeau for his first three 
seasons (2012-15), the trio helped SMU win the 2014 American Athletic Conference 
Championship and qualify for match play at the 2014 NCAA Championship. Higgs and 
Smotherman later played as a team at the 2022 and 2023 Zurich Classic of New Orleans on 
the PGA TOUR. 

• Teamed with college teammate Bryson DeChambeau for the inaugural 2015 U.S. Amateur 
Four-Ball Championship, contested at The Olympic Club in San Francisco, California. 
Smotherman and DeChambeau lost to eventual champions Nathan Smith and Todd White in 
the Round of 16. 

• Friends with Grammy Award-winning artist Lukas Nelson, the son of famed country musician 
Willie Nelson. 



Kevin Roy 

Things To Know 

• Returning to the PGA TOUR for the 2025 season after a top 30 finish (No. 13) on the 2024 
Korn Ferry Tour Points List. Previously earned his first PGA TOUR card via the 2022 Korn 
Ferry Tour season, finishing No. 24 on the Points List (with only 25 available TOUR cards) 
after he spent the final month of the season on the bubble. 

• In 2023, moved from Tampa to nearby Lakewood Ranch, Florida, where he now plays and 
practices out of Concession Golf Club. Typically plays with fellow Korn Ferry Tour graduate 
Erik Barnes. Kevin noted Nelly Korda is also a member at Concession, and he's hoping he will 
have an opportunity to play with her. 

• Credits his father, Jim, as his biggest golf influence and supporter. Jim played a full PGA 
TOUR season in 1983 and a full PGA TOUR Champions season in 2010. Jim notably qualified 
for two U.S. Opens (1983, 1989), three U.S. Senior Opens (2010, 2018, 2022), and the 2010 
Senior PGA Championship. Jim played collegiately at University of South Florida in Tampa 
and was inducted into the Greater Syracuse Sports Hall of Fame in 2007. 

• Kevin says one of his biggest thrills was caddying for his dad, Jim, in the 2018 U.S. Senior 
Open. His other golf thrills include making his first hole-in-one at 16 years old using a friend's 
iron, and shooting 9-under par for a course record with his dad on the bag at pre-qualifying 
for 2012 PGA TOUR Q-School presented by Korn Ferry. 

• An important lesson Kevin's father taught him through the years is to, "value par," and "fall in 
love with your wedge and putter". 

Background 

• When not on TOUR, Kevin mostly plays with his father, Jim, and older brother, Kyle, as well 
as friends who played college golf. Kevin jokes he and his brother have a $20 bet every time 
they play, but "I've never seen the money, and don't know if I ever will." 

• Grew up in Syracuse, New York and attended Bishop Ludden High School. In the winter, 
Kevin mostly focused on basketball but would occasionally go to an indoor golf practice 
facility at Turning Stone Resort Casino, which was about 45 minutes from home. 

• Originally committed to University of Hartford, as Kevin was lightly recruited since he played 
mostly local tournaments in upstate New York as opposed to the AJGA circuit. About four 
months before Kevin was set to enroll and start school at Hartford, head coach Bill Poutre 
resigned and accepted the same position at Long Beach State University. Bill called Kevin and 
asked if he wanted to come with him to Long Beach State. After a visit to campus with his 
dad, Kevin decided Long Beach State would be the best place to further his golf career. 

• Played four seasons at Long Beach State University (2008-12), with Kevin's senior season 
(2011-12) being a peak for him and the program. Kevin earned a 2012 All-Big West 
Conference First Team selection and, along with 2012 Big West Freshman of the Year Xander 
Schauffele, helped Long Beach State win five tournaments as a team, which set a single-
season school record. 

• [Note: This story was well documented in 2022, when Kevin earned PGA TOUR membership 
for the first time.] In 2015, following nine missed cuts in 10 starts on PGA TOUR 
Latinoamerica and credit card debt building up, Kevin quit professional golf and went to work 
for his brother as a medical sales representative for much of 2016. Kevin drove to patients' 
houses in southwest Florida either setting up or retrieving the medical device his brother sold. 
Kevin said of the work, "Was it fun? No. But I was making a little bit of money, and at the end 
of the year I had the itch again." Kevin went 11 months without playing competitively, only 



deciding to make another run at professional golf after winning a West Florida Golf Tour 
event in October of 2016. Kevin earned conditional status for the 2019 Korn Ferry Tour 
season but only made seven starts. At Final Stage of the 2019 Korn Ferry Tour Qualifying 
Tournament, Kevin finished high enough for guaranteed starts for the 2020-21 combined 
season, which saw him play all 46 events and finish No. 48 on the Points List for fully exempt 
status in 2022. 

• Kevin says of his decision to walk away from pro golf, "I think it was probably one of the 
better decisions I've made. I was playing such bad golf. It was mentally draining on me. I was 
just having no fun on the golf course. Racking up credit card bills isn't much fun either. It was 
a decision that had to be made, and it was the right decision." 

Family 

• Kevin and his wife, Annie Sabo, wed in December 2021 in Lakewood Ranch, Florida. The 
couple welcomed their first child, a daughter named Mia, born June 2023. They also have a 
Shiba Inu puppy, Corona (or "Roni"), named after the beer. 

• Annie graduated from the University of Michigan and works with Bally Sports Ohio as a TV 
sports reporter/host for the Cincinnati Reds (MLB). She goes back and forth between their 
home in Lakewood Ranch, Florida and Cincinnati for work. 

• Annie and Kevin met in Tampa in 2018 through a mutual friend, after which Kevin told his 
friends he was going to marry Annie one day. They went on their first date eight months later 
and dated for close to two years before Kevin proposed in September 2020 on Lake 
Minnetonka in Minneapolis. 

• Kevin's father-in-law, Chris Sabo, played third base for the Cincinnati Reds (MLB) and was the 
1988 National League Rookie of the Year, a three-time All-Star, 1990 World Series champion, 
and Reds Hall of Famer. 

• Parents are Jim and Cheryl Roy. 
• Kevin has an older brother, Kyle, who played college golf at NCAA Division II Tampa 

University (2007-11), as well as one sister, Lauren. 

Interests/Hobbies/Quirks 

• Prefers being out on the course far more than being on the range unless he is working on a 
specific swing change; he finds such range work exhausting, and says he starts searching or 
tinkering with his swing. Also tries to avoid range sessions after tournament rounds. He 
prefers to do that kind of work during off weeks. 

• Huge fan of the Buffalo Bills (NFL football) and he would love to be on the field for a game. 
• When not golfing, enjoys the outdoors: boating, fishing, pickleball and time with his daughter, 

his wife, and their dog. 
• During competition, he always carries with him a rosary, a small angel and a quarter from the 

1960s. While Annie was pregnant in early 2023, she had a ball marker made for him that had 
their baby's sonogram image on it. 

Charity 

• Is a Play Yellow Ambassador. Play Yellow is a Children's Miracle Network Hospitals campaign 
with support from Jack and Barbara Nicklaus and the PGA TOUR to bring the entire golf 
world together to help the 10 million kids treated at local children's hospitals each year. 



Inner Circle/Special Connections 

• As a senior at Long Beach State University, Kevin played the 2011-12 season alongside true 
freshman Xander Schauffele. Kevin led the team in scoring average that year (72.42), while 
Schauffele was second (72.52), and the duo led the team to five tournament wins, which set a 
single-season program record. 

• Kevin's father, Jim, occasionally gave longtime Syracuse men's basketball head coach Jim 
Boeheim lessons. On one particular occasion during the 2002-03 season, Boeheim invited Jim 
and Kevin to a shootaround, where Kevin got to go on the court and shoot baskets with 
Carmelo Anthony, who led Syracuse to the national title as a true freshman that season and 
became the No. 3 overall pick in the 2003 NBA Draft. 



Kevin Streelman 

Things To Know 

• Shared post round of 2023 3M Open: "My goal was always to get to 45, then try to be home 
with my family for a few years before the Champions Tour. But now that I'm pretty much 
there, I still feel compelled and called, I'm still passionate about practice and nutrition and 
fitness and like trying to improve. ... My first year, if you would have told me I'd be out here 
16 straight years and still doing this and having a chance to win things, I'd have said you're 
crazy. I feel fortunate." 

• On July 25, 2020, Streelman was inducted into the inaugural class of the Illinois Junior Golf 
Association's Hall of Fame. Kevin was one of six inducted, which included Frank Jemsek -- the 
owner of Cog Hill. The ceremony took place at Cantigny Golf in Wheaton, where he grew up. 
Streelman was the featured guest in a Q&A conducted by former IJGA president Barry 
Cronin, editor of Chicago District Golfer magazine and co-host of the CDGA Golf Show on 
ESPN Chicago (AM-1000). 

• Grew up in Chicago area and attended Duke University. 
• After graduating in 2001, jumped in his mom's Nissan Altima and drove to South Dakota for 

the start of the Dakota’s mini Tour. 
• Worked for six years grinding on mini-tours, crossing the country multiple times, racking up 

over 300,000 miles in three different cars in pursuit of his golf career. 
• Now resides in Scottsdale, Arizona with his family. 
• Devout Christian. 

Background 

• After three mini-tour wins in 2007, he earned his PGA TOUR card then finished with four 
top-10s and a 35th place in the FedExCup in his rookie year in 2008. 

• Incredible rookie story - last alternate to get into the (now) 2008 Farmers Insurance Open; 
solo second through 36 holes (to Tiger Woods) and played with Tiger Woods in the third 
round on Saturday. When he got the call that he was in the tournament, called then-fiancee 
Courtney who was at the gym in Phoenix. She went home, showered, packed and flew to the 
tournament and was able to catch Kevin on the 13th hole in Round 2. 

• Told story of being stranded with no money in 2002: "Six years ago I got sent out here by a 
firm in Chicago that was supposedly going to back me for the whole year; everything was 
great. They bring me into their boardroom and they send me out to Phoenix. I missed 
Monday qualifying there, go up to Pebble and successfully Monday qualify there. I miss the 
cut, come to this event and miss the cut by one to get into the event from the Monday 
qualifier. I called this group of investors, this company back in Chicago, to say, I need some 
more money for LA, for Riviera to do a Monday qualifier, and they stopped answering the 
phone calls. To this day I have not heard a word from this guy. So I was stranded -- living in 
Chicago, stranded in Southern California with not a -- probably had $400 in my bank account. 
A week ago I had been in a PGA TOUR event. It was just like a slap in the face, but at the 
same time, God willing, I was able to meet my first initial sponsor up at Coto de Caza up in 
Orange County, and through him and friends of friends, it's just an amazing story. All of a 
sudden we've got a group of 10 to 12 guys who have been with me the last three or four 
years." 

Family 



• His dad, Officer Dennis H. Streelman, was US Army Vietnam Veteran 

Interests/Hobbies/Quirks 

• Plays the guitar -- His mother directed the adult, junior and bell choirs at their suburban 
Chicago church “so I was kind of born and raised in it,” Streelman said. Played in a band in 
college (Led Zeppelin and classic rock covers). 

• Loves to play pickleball and has joined Ricky Barnes and Andrew Putnam for a game. 
• Duke graduate who tweets about college games, especially basketball. Also follows Chicago 

professional sports teams, especially the Cubs. 

Charity 

• Working with Compassion International, he's on a mission to raise funds to build two help 
centers for kids in Togo. 

• The Tenth Avenue North Classic is an annual celebrity golf tournament supporting Christ-
centered ministries hosted by Tenth Avenue North and Kevin Streelman. Tenth Avenue 
North is a music group. 

Inner Circle/Special Connections 

• Won the 2018 AT&T Pebble Beach Pro-Am team event with NFL star Larry Fitzgerald: ESPN 
story on Streelman Fitzgerald win at AT&T Pro-Am. Stayed with Fitzgerald at the 2023 3M 
Open. 

• Fitzgerald followed up with an ace at Seminole while playing with former President Obama. 
• In September 2015, Fitzgerald and Streelman played 36 holes at Chicago Golf Club the day 

before a Cardinals-Bears game. (Fitzgerald caught three touchdown passes in Arizona's 
victory). 

• As the amateur winner at the 2018 AT&T Pebble Beach Pro-Am, Fitzgerald got to keep the 
trophy. Streelman didn’t think anything of it until a giant crate from Ireland arrived at his front 
doorstep in Scottsdale about two months later. Fitzgerald had sent a Waterford crystal replica 
of the trophy, which now is on display in Streelman’s home. "Larry paid for that on his own 
dime and went to a lot of work to make sure I had one as well," Streelman said. "He’s the class 
of Arizona." 

Other 

• A likeable, well-respected member of the TOUR, Streelman previously served as a Player 
Director on the PGA TOUR Policy Board. 

• Was featured on Golf Channel in 2016 as a judge for the launch of a new Wilson Triton 
driver, designed by the reality show competition winner. Streelman began the 2017 season 
using that driver. Also tested the Cortex driver (winner of 2018 show, Driver vs Driver 2). 

• In 2015, Streelman won the Masters Par-3 contest, with a 13-year-old caddie who had made 
it to the Masters via the Make-a-Wish Foundation. Their story was featured on ESPN. 



Doug Ghim 

Things To Know 

• Doug grew up playing municipal golf courses and his family had modest financial means. He 
also recalled playing with used clubs purchased off eBay. He said he didn't open a box of new 
golf balls until he was about 16, even when they were free. In order to play high-level junior 
golf tournaments, he received financial assistance through the AJGA ACE Grant, a cause he 
supports as a professional golfer. 

• Secured his card by making his 10-foot par putt on the 18th hole at the 2019 Korn Ferry Tour 
Championship. https://twitter.com/KornFerryTour/status/1168638936178155521 

• Big sneakerhead. Wants to buy a special pair of Jordans after his 1st win on TOUR. 

Background 

• At the age of 10, Doug attended the Korn Ferry Tour event in Glenview, Illinois, and followed 
Jason Day. Day signed a golf ball for Doug and told him, "I hope to see you someday out 
here." When Doug played the Masters in 2018, he approached Jason and retold this story. 
Doug said: "He smiled ear to ear, and he was like, 'That's crazy. I feel so old, but it's pretty 
cool to know that I could impact somebody and then actually be able to play against that 
same person.'" https://www.pgatour.com/beyond-the-ropes/2019/10/21/what-a-day-
when-10-year-old-doug-ghim-met-future-pga-tour-star-jason-day.html 

• As a child, Doug had an interest in baseball. But once he picked up a club, it became clear golf 
was his passion. In golf, he got to hit a ball — his favorite part of baseball — and didn’t have to 
bother with throwing or catching. 

Family 

• His parents immigrated from South Korea, and the family had modest means. His father Jeff, 
an architect who also taught golf, put up a net in their backyard in Arlington Heights, Illinois, a 
cube-like contraption with metal pipes. His mother Susan, a flight attendant, was gone a fair 
amount, but his older sister, Deborah, helped look after him. 

• Extremely close with his father, Jeff, who introduced him to golf and caddied for Doug 
throughout amateur golf. Before Doug turned pro and made his debut at the 2018 Travelers 
Championship, he made the tough decision: to replace his dad and hire a professional caddie. 
https://www.pgatour.com/tour-insider/2018/06/20/doug-ghim-incredible-ride-family-dad-
pro-travelers-championship.html 

• The 2018 U.S. Open was the last time Jeff caddied for Doug. At the time, Doug said: “I told 
him there are a lot of heroes that I got to meet that week, whether it was Tiger, Phil, Jason 
Day, Jordan Spieth. But I wanted him to know that he’s always been my hero, and the person 
that I looked up to the most.” 

• Doug's dad, Jeff, introduced him to the game when Doug was 6 years old (Labor Day 2002). It 
began with a trip to Twin Lakes in Palatine, Illinois, which features a park district nine-hole 
executive golf course with only two holes longer than 180 yards and a driving range in which 
patrons launch balls into one of the lakes. 
https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/arlington-heights/sports/ct-ahp-doug-ghim-pga-
tour-card-tl-0919-20190915-tmtxo4xmxbewjoq7f5rntyaadq-story.html 

• Proposed to long time girlfriend, Kelly on August 8th, 2025. Planning for a December 2026 
wedding in Las Vegas, Nevada. (engagement photo on Instagram) 



Interests/Hobbies/Quirks 

• Chicago sports fan, supporting the Cubs (MLB baseball), Bulls (NBA basketball) and Bears 
(NFL football). 

• Favorite vacations include Switzerland and Scotland/St. Andrews. 
• Favorite college team to follow is the Texas Longhorns. 

Charity 

• Because he was a recipient of an AJGA ACE Grant, which gave him the financial means 
necessary to play a national golf schedule, Doug gives back to the AJGA Foundation. 

Other 

• Was the 2018 Ben Hogan Award recipient (nation's best collegiate golfer) as a senior at the 
University of Texas. 

• At Texas, he was teammates with future pros Scottie Scheffler, Beau Hossler, Kramer Hickok, 
Taylor Funk and Gavin Hall. 

• Ghim was Futurecast at 2021 Valspar and played a practice round with Scheffler 
(https://twitter.com/PGATOUR/status/1387553465006702593). Cam Morfit's story: 
https://www.pgatour.com/tour-insider/2021/04/26/doug-ghim-making-most-of-second-
chance.html 



Stephan Jaeger 

Things To Know 

• The German-born (Munich) Jaeger pronounces his first name like Stephen or Steven (NOT 
Steph-an). He still speaks fluent German and tries to visit his family back in Germany on an 
annual basis. Represented Germany in the 2024 Paris Olympics. 

• Earned his first PGA TOUR title at the 2024 Texas Children's Houston Open. Jaeger's victory 
upended Scottie Scheffler's bid to win three consecutive starts. Scheffler, who entered the 
Texas Children's Houston Open fresh off victories at the Arnold Palmer Invitational and 
PLAYERS Championship, finished T2 in Houston. Scheffler won his next two starts at the 
2024 Masters Tournament and 2024 RBC Heritage, meaning Jaeger's victory actually broke 
up what would have been wins in five consecutive starts for Scheffler. 

• Stephan moved to the U.S. in summer 2006 at the age of 17 and barely spoke English. He 
was an exchange student at the Baylor School in Chattanooga, Tennessee -- which his family 
learned about via an exchange agency in Germany -- for his junior and senior years. 
Teammates on the golf team included Keith Mitchell (Class of 2010) and Harris English (Class 
of 2007). "I was a 17-year-old coming to a new country without my parents, so it was difficult 
in the beginning. But that Baylor family, they take care of you really well early on. It's the 
Southern hospitality, you can feel comfortable pretty quickly." Multi-time PGA TOUR winner 
Luke List (Class of 2003) also attended Baylor School. All four (English, Jaeger, List, Mitchell) 
were inducted into the Baylor School Sports Hall of Fame. Stephan's Hall of Fame induction 
came in 2018. 

• Upon arriving in the U.S. in 2006, he went directly to The Honors Course (a Pete Dye design 
which hosted the 1991 U.S. Amateur), met the Baylor School golf team and beat nearly 
everyone on the team in a two-round tournament. Keith Mitchell recalled, "It was our first 
tournament of the year, and I had played that golf course hundreds of times growing up in 
Chattanooga. I think I shot 78-81, maybe even worse. Nobody knew Stephan. His English was 
not good at the time, and we didn't really know how to communicate with him. Our coach 
reluctantly let him play, because we didn't know if he was going to shoot 110 or what. He 
went out as an individual, versus part of the team, and shot 74 (Jaeger claimed it was a 71)... 
and the next round he shot 68 and was first on the team other than Harris (English). I 
remember our coach going absolutely berserk, because this kid who spoke no English, just got 
off the plane, was jet-lagged, played the hardest course in the state and beat everyone on the 
team." 

• Carries three ball markers in his bag that his wife made for him: (1) has a four leaf clover with 
son Fritz' name; (2) his dog, Phil; (3) his father Klaus. Says he never knows which one he will 
pull out to start a round. For the final round of the 2024 Texas Children's Houston Open, 
where he earned his first PGA TOUR win, he pulled out the ball marker with his dad's name 
on it. He had pulled out the one with his son's name the first three days. 

Background 

• Resides in Chattanooga, Tennessee, where he plays out of Chattanooga Golf and Country 
Club. 

• Grew up playing soccer and tennis; he quit those sports in his early teens (between 13-14). 
He grew up about a mile from a golf course in Germany and his whole family played. 

• Started playing golf around 9-10 years old. Growing up, his parents frequently played golf on 
vacation. They would bring his sister, who was a good golfer and Stephan would ride in the 
golf cart when he was 6-8 years old. Eventually, he decided he wanted to try playing. His local 



club had a great junior program and loved being at the course. Photo exists in Catalyst file of 
Stephan at age 4 in a cart at Kapalua, and photo was recreated at the 2025 Sentry. 

• Helped Baylor School win consecutive TSSAA Division II state titles in 2006 and 2007. The 
program was a true dynasty under longtime head coach King Oehmig, who himself was a 
Baylor School alum (Class of 1969). Oehmig served as head coach of the boys and girls golf 
teams at Baylor School from 1997 through 2008. In Oehmig's 12 years at the helm, Baylor 
School won 21 state championships (12 for the girls, nine for the boys), in addition to 15 
individual state championships (11 by girls, four by boys). Oehmig passed away in May 2015. 

• Played four seasons at University of Tennessee at Chattanooga (2008-12) and earned the 
first All-America First Team honor in school history; he set school records for career wins 
(four) and scoring average (72.10). Additionally, Jaeger was a three-time Southern Conference 
Player of the Year (2010-12). 

• As a senior at UT-Chattanooga, Jaeger won the 2012 Southern Conference Championship by 
11 strokes, tying the tournament record for largest margin of victory previously set in 1983 
by Furman's Brad Faxon, an eight-time PGA TOUR winner. 

• Won his sixth Korn Ferry Tour title at the 2021 Emerald Coast Classic, where he defeated 
David Lipsky in a sudden-death playoff. Jaeger became the sixth player in Korn Ferry Tour 
history with at least six wins. Among those six players, Jason Gore holds the Korn Ferry Tour 
record for career wins (seven). With his victory at the 2024 Texas Children's Houston Open, 
Jaeger followed Gore and Matt Gogel as the third player in history to win at least six times on 
the Korn Ferry Tour and win on the PGA TOUR. 

• Stephan rejoined the PGA TOUR for the 2021-22 season, as he graduated from the Korn 
Ferry Tour for a third time following the 2020-21 combined season (46 events across two 
years as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic). Jaeger, who previously graduated from the 
Korn Ferry Tour after the 2017 season and 2018 Korn Ferry Tour Finals, finished No. 1 on 
the 2020-21 Korn Ferry Tour Points List (with two victories and four runner-up finishes 
across 35 starts) en route to being named the 2020-21 Korn Ferry Tour Player of the Year. 

Family 

• Stephan and his wife, Shelby, have two sons -- Harrison (November 2022) and Oliver (July 
2025). 

• Met wife Shelby while they were both at UT-Chattanooga, and the two eventually wed in 
2018. 

• Golden Retriever, Phil. 
• Father, Klaus passed away March 11, 2022. Mother is Sophie and sister Michaela was a single 

digit player in her youth. Stephan said if he stayed in Germany instead of coming to the 
United States, he likely would have worked for his father's travel agency company. 

Interests/Hobbies/Quirks 

• Fast cars, especially BMWs. Says if he was not a golfer he would be a rally car driver. 
• Considers himself a foodie (especially of German, Italian and Asian cuisines); loves cooking 

and fine wine. 

Charity 

• Supports the Jordan Thomas Foundation. Jordan was a rival high school golf competitor of 
Stephan. Post-boating accident where Jordan lost both his legs, Jordan still played on the 
varsity team at McCallie and Stephan is inspired by what he does for the Chattanooga 



community. The Jordan Thomas Foundation returns children and adolescents to a life without 
physical limitation by providing quality prostheses until adulthood, serving as a caring 
resource for the child and family living with limb differences and tirelessly advocating for 
insurance fairness. 

Inner Circle/Special Connections 

• Friends with NBA superstar Stephen Curry; the two were paired together when Curry played 
the Korn Ferry Tour for the first time at the 2017 Ellie Mae Classic. He also saw Curry score 
32 points when Davidson beat UT-Chattanooga, 92-70, in January 2009. It was Curry's last 
college season, while Jaeger was a freshman watching in the stands (he says UT-Chattanooga 
has a photo of him from the game which resurfaced ahead of the 2017 Ellie Mae Classic 
pairing). 

• College teammates for three seasons (fall 2009 through spring 2012) with 2012 U.S. Amateur 
champion Steven Fox. 

• Represented Germany at the 2016 World Cup of Golf alongside Alex Cejka at Kingston Heath 
in Melbourne, Australia. 

Other 

• Shot a 12-under 58 in the first round of the 2016 Ellie Mae Classic at TPC Stonebrae (July 28) 
on the Korn Ferry Tour, which made him the first player to ever shoot a 58 in a PGA TOUR-
sanctioned round; he was matched roughly a week later by Jim Furyk, who shot a 12-under 
58 in the final round of the 2016 Travelers Championship (August 7). Jaeger still holds the 
Korn Ferry Tour's 72-hole scoring record (30-under 250) he set the same week, and he was 
only playing on conditional status at the time of the record-breaking victory. 

• For Arnold Palmer Invitational: Stephan Jaeger framed the letter that Arnold Palmer sent him 
after he won the 2016 Ellie Mae Classic and it is still hanging in his house today. Under the 
picture of Arnold Palmer it reads "RIP The King." He made his API tournament debut in 2022 
on a sponsor exemption after earning 2021 Korn Ferry Tour Player of the Year honors. 

• Riviera Country Club is among his favorite golf courses; he played there in college at the 2012 
NCAA Championship. Jaeger finished T45 individually in a field which featured Patrick 
Cantlay (T4), Corey Conners (T4), Justin Thomas (T7), Max Homa (T9), Keith Mitchell (T9), 
Patrick Rodgers (T9), and J.J. Spaun (T13). 



Steven Fisk 

Things To Know 

• Earned his second PGA TOUR title at the 2026 ISCO Championship as he defeated Taylor 
Pendrith with a par on the third playoff hole, the par-4 18th at Hurstbourne Country Club. 
Elected to play the ISCO Championship despite the fact he was eligible to play the Genesis 
Scottish Open. 

• As a PGA TOUR rookie, earned his first TOUR title at the 2025 Sanderson Farms 
Championship, where he birdied four of the final five holes (including the last three) for a 
two-stroke victory over Garrick Higgo. In his post-round press conference, was asked about 
his late father, Christopher, who passed away in April 2025 after a battle with pancreatic 
cancer. Steven said, "I think he nudged a couple putts in for me for sure... I know he'd be 
really proud of how I played all week. I'd like to think he knew this day would happen." 

• Earned PGA TOUR membership for the first time after a top 30 finish (No. 4) on the 2024 
Korn Ferry Tour Points List. Earned his first Korn Ferry Tour title at the 2024 Club Car 
Championship at The Landings Golf & Athletic Club in Savannah, Georgia. Previously 
recorded Korn Ferry Tour Points List finishes of No. 119 as a rookie in 2022, and No. 64 in 
2023. 

• Has a unique grip he's refused to change. In fact, he went without a coach for many, many 
years because he feared the first thing a coach would want to do would be to change his grip. 
Never had a lesson until after he turned professional. Fisk says of the grip, "If you ask 
anybody else, my grip probably sucks. But I've always done it this way. I've tried to tinker with 
it over the years with my coach. It's just not something I've ever been able to get comfortable 
with. I figured if I'm going to have success in this game, I'm going to do it my way and be 
stubborn, and do everything I can to make myself the best player I can be and rely on some of 
my natural instincts." Fisk later added, "I certainly think the right way to hold a golf club is 
different than the way I do it, but it's just so ingrained in me that, personally, I don't think I 
can change." 

• Georgia through and through. Fisk was born in Atlanta and grew up in nearby Stockbridge, 
where his father, Christopher (who passed away in April 2025), and another family from the 
area built (and operated for many years) Rum Creek Golf Course, the par-3 course and driving 
range Steven used to hone his game as a youngster. Fisk attended Georgia Southern 
University in Statesboro, just under 200 miles from his childhood hometown. He and his wife, 
Edith, wed in Augusta in March 2024. Edith grew up in south Georgia and attended Colquitt 
County High School; she and Steven met at Georgia Southern. Five weeks after their 
wedding, Fisk earned his first PGA TOUR-sanctioned victory at the 2024 Club Car 
Championship at The Landings Golf & Athletic Club in Savannah. 

• Steven said Rum Creek Golf Course opened around the time he was 4-5 years old, and said it 
felt like a giant playground to him. According to Fisk's father, Christopher (who passed away 
in April 2025), young Steven had a club in his hand when there was more dirt than sod laid on 
the driving range and par-3 course. By the time Steven turned 8 years old, Christopher said 
his son had spent so much time practicing that his hands looked as though they belonged to a 
bricklayer. Steven played the par-3 course four or five, and maybe even six times a day in his 
youth. 

• Grew up attending the TOUR Championship at East Lake where he got Tiger's autograph, as 
well as the Atlanta Classic, a former PGA TOUR event contested at TPC Sugarloaf in Duluth, 
Georgia. One of Fisk's favorite childhood golf memories is Rocco Mediate letting him use one 
of his irons and putter during a practice round for the event at TPC Sugarloaf. 



• Currently resides in Evans, Georgia, and plays out of Champions Retreat Golf Club, which 
received significant damage from Hurricane Helene in fall 2024. 

Background 

• Made a trip to the Masters Tournament with his father around the time he was 10 years old. 
They went to Augusta for one of the practice rounds without tickets, but waited outside the 
gate for a departing patron who would be willing to pass along their ticket. They eventually 
got tickets around lunch time, but Steven doesn't remember anything else about the day at 
Augusta National. 

• Played four seasons at Georgia Southern University (2015-19), amassing a school-record nine 
career wins, including six as a senior in 2018-19; he also posted one of the lowest single-
season averages in NCAA Division I history as a senior (69.03). Most notably, was the runner-
up finisher in the individual stroke play competition at the 2019 NCAA Championship, where 
he finished five strokes behind medalist Matthew Wolff. Other standouts Fisk finished ahead 
of included Arizona State's Kevin Yu (3rd), Southern California's Justin Suh (T4), California's 
Collin Morikawa (T6), and Oklahoma State's Austin Eckroat (T8). 

• As a senior at Georgia Southern, earned a 2019 All-America First Team honor. Prior to Fisk, 
the last Georgia Southern men's golfer who earned All-America First Team recognition was 
former PGA TOUR member Aron Price (2005). 

• Represented the United States at the 2019 Walker Cup, becoming the fourth Georgia 
Southern golfer in history to make a U.S. Walker Cup team (Jimmy Ellis, 1973; Jodie Mudd, 
1981; Buddy Alexander, 1987). Teammates on the 2019 Walker Cup team included PGA 
TOUR winner Akshay Bhatia, who was 17 years old at the time, along with Korn Ferry Tour 
graduates Brandon Wu and John Pak. 

Family 

• Steven and his wife, Edith, wed in Augusta in March 2024. Edith grew up in south Georgia 
and attended Colquitt County High School; she and Steven met at Georgia Southern. Edith 
transferred there prior to her junior year and lived with members of the Georgia Southern 
women's golf team. Although Edith owns a set of golf clubs, she does not play much golf. 

• Edith graduated from University of Georgia College of Pharmacy in May 2025. 
• Father, Christopher, passed away in April 2025 after a battle with pancreatic cancer. 
• Mother, Lisa. 

Inner Circle/Special Connections 

• Cites his college head coach, Carter Collins, as a key influence on him. Fisk says of Coach 
Collins, "He had as much patience with me as anybody throughout my career. He was always 
in my corner, always a friend, always there to help. To this day, he is absolutely one of my 
best friends." 



Michael Brennan 

Things To Know 

• Earned his second PGA TOUR title with a three-stroke victory at the 2026 Wyndham 
Championship, a victory which propelled him into the 2026 FedExCup Playoffs after he began 
the week at No. 105 in the FedExCup standings. Marked his second PGA TOUR win in 29 
career starts on TOUR. The Wake Forest University alum noted he visited campus Monday of 
tournament week. Also noted his younger brother, Sean, won the club championship at their 
longtime home course, River Creek Club, mere hours before his win at Sedgefield Country 
Club. 

• Earned his first PGA TOUR title at the 2025 Bank of Utah Championship, where he won as a 
sponsor exemption in his third career TOUR start and first TOUR start as a professional. At 
the time, was the seventh player since 1970 to earn his first PGA TOUR win within his first 
three career starts, following a group of players which included Seve Ballesteros (1978 
Wyndham Championship), Russell Henley (2013 Sony Open in Hawaii), and Matt McCarty 
(2024 Bank of Utah Championship). Prior to the career-altering win, Brennan was in line to 
play the 2026 Korn Ferry Tour season with fully exempt status as the No. 1 finisher from the 
2025 PGA TOUR Americas Points List. 

• In his first full season as a professional, finished No. 1 on the 2025 PGA TOUR Americas 
Points List off the strength of three victories and nine additional top-10s. Brennan's three 
victories all came in a span of four starts in August and September. Prior to the first of his 
three wins, Brennan stood No. 418 in the Official World Golf Ranking. Upon conclusion of 
the season-ending 2025 Fortinet Cup Championship in late September, Brennan rose to No. 
107 in the OWGR. 

• Although Brennan finished No. 18 on the 2024 PGA TOUR Americas Points List as a rookie 
with five top-10s in 10 starts; he lost a five-stroke lead in the final seven holes of the season-
ending 2024 Fortinet Cup Championship, where a victory would have moved him into the top 
10 of the PGA TOUR Americas Points List and secured him Korn Ferry Tour membership for 
the 2025 season. In a three-hole stretch (Nos. 12-14) in the final round at TPC Toronto, 
Brennan made (in succession) a bogey, double bogey, and quadruple bogey. Brennan said the 
final round ate at him for a month, though he now refers to it as one of the most important 
learning experiences of his career, noting the collapse taught him how to handle the pressure 
of a lead. 

• Michael returned to TPC Toronto nearly a year later for the 2025 Osprey Valley Open, where 
he got the chance to play the same hole that he quadruple bogeyed at the 2024 Fortinet Cup 
Championship. Although the Osprey Valley Open was played at TPC Toronto's Heathlands 
Course, Michael participated in a content shoot at the North Course to replay the par-3 14th. 

• Finished No. 12 in the 2024 PGA TOUR University Ranking after four seasons at Wake 
Forest University (2020-24), where he earned eight individual victories, highlighted by back-
to-back wins at the 2023 and 2024 Atlantic Coast Conference Championships. Brennan's 
collegiate victories included the 2021 Wake Forest Invitational contested at Pinehurst No. 2. 
Brennan's eight wins were tied with 17-time PGA TOUR winner Curtis Strange for third in 
program history, only behind three-time PGA TOUR winner Gary Hallberg (nine) and 2011 
FedExCup champion Bill Haas (10). Performance benefits for Brennan's finish in the PGA 
TOUR University Class of 2024 included PGA TOUR Americas membership. 

Background 



• Began playing golf at four years old at River Creek Club in his longtime hometown of 
Leesburg, Virginia, which is roughly 40 miles northwest of Washington, D.C. His father, 
Michael, played amateur golf throughout his adult years and was known to bring his son to 
the range in a stroller. 

• Says of River Creek Club, "Really, really fond memories playing with my family, brother, and a 
bunch of friends out there. It's a very calming and peaceful place to me. When I try to imagine 
hitting shots, just a 7-iron I would hit at River Creek, makes me feel a little bit better out on 
the golf course." 

• Played multiple sports growing up - basketball, football, lacrosse, soccer - before committing 
fully to golf, as he didn't want to specialize in one sport too early. Basketball was perhaps 
Brennan's favorite of the other sports; he was a shooting guard. 

• Attended The Academies of Loudoun, a STEM-focused high school which he had to test into 
during middle school. The Academies of Loudoun is comprised of three schools on one 
campus: Monroe Advanced Technical Academy, Academy of Engineering and Technology, 
and Academy of Science. Michael loved math and science, so he studied engineering at the 
Academy of Engineering and Technology. Played his high school golf at nearby Tuscarora 
High School in his longtime hometown of Leesburg, Virginia. 

• For his "sophomore year project" at The Academies of Loudoun, worked on a theoretical 
project focused on improving scoliosis treatment, specifically the brace-fitting process, which 
is a time-consuming process for patients. Brennan and his team developed the concept of a 
compression-fitting shirt with sensors to calculate body alignment, earning second place in 
the academy's competition based on feasibility and creativity. 

• Hoped to continue studying engineering in college, but realized throughout the recruiting 
process the demands of college golf would conflict with such a rigorous major, so he shifted 
his focus to economics upon enrolling at Wake Forest University. 

• Won three consecutive Middle Atlantic Amateur Championships (2017, 2018, 2019). Past 
champions of the event include PGA TOUR winner Billy Hurley III (2004), 21-time TOUR 
winner Davis Love III (1984), eight-time TOUR winner Fred Funk (1979), and former PGA 
TOUR commissioner Deane Beman (1962, 1963). 

• Won the 2019 Virginia State Golf Association Amateur Championship. Past champions of the 
event include 21-time PGA TOUR winner Lanny Wadkins (1970), 17-time TOUR winner 
Curtis Strange (1974, 1975), three-time TOUR winner John Rollins (1997), and TOUR winner 
Billy Hurley III (2004, 2005). 

• Totaled a 71.46 career scoring average across his four seasons at Wake Forest University 
(2020-24), which, upon exhaustion of his eligibility, ranked fourth in program history in 
records dating back to 1981. Brennan's average only trailed Alex Fitzpatrick (70.94 from 
2018-22), 2011 FedExCup champion Bill Haas (70.87 from 2000-04), and PGA TOUR winner 
Will Zalatoris (70.44 from 2015-18). 

• Cited the team title at the 2022 Atlantic Coast Conference Championship as the proudest 
and most exciting moment of his collegiate career. It marked Wake Forest's first conference 
title since 1989. 

Family 

• Parents are Michael and Shannon Brennan. Prior to their retirements, Michael worked as an 
air traffic controller for the FAA, while Shannon was a property manager for AvalonBay, a 
multifamily real estate investment trust. 

• Shannon played volleyball in high school and got into the game of golf when she met her 
husband, Michael. Roughly 12 years after retiring and leaving the real estate industry, 
Shannon earned an expert rules certification from the USGA and became a volunteer on the 



Middle Atlantic Golf Association Rules Committee. Shannon, who scored over 90 on her rules 
exam, has served as a rules official for collegiate and amateur tournaments in the region. 

• Michael (son) remembers Shannon studying for her exams by constantly quizzing the family 
with different rules scenarios. Michael smiles as he recalls how most of them were "super 
obscure ruling situations." 

• Younger brother, Sean, is both Michael's best friend and biggest inspiration. Sean was born 
with an underdeveloped right femur. Though not genetic, the condition has required more 
than five major procedures and numerous surgeries, often involving year-long recovery 
processes. Despite the challenges, Sean has maintained an incredibly positive attitude, never 
sought special treatment, and served as a constant source of inspiration to those around him. 
Michael often says he tries to be more like Sean, whose resilience and spirit continue to 
motivate him on and off the golf course. 

• Sean is a senior at the University of Kentucky (Class of 2026) and is majoring in finance. 

Interests/Hobbies/Quirks 

• Outside of golf, got into tennis in 2025, as many of his hometown friends picked up the game. 
Says of getting into tennis, "They think it's a little ridiculous, but I went out and get tennis 
lessons from a tennis pro because I don't like being average at it." Says Carlos Alcaraz is his 
favorite tennis player. 

• Hardly ever read for leisure in high school or college, but one of his professors and close 
friends, Michael Sloan, encouraged Brennan to pick up books for many years. Brennan and 
Sloan grew close through their shared love of golf and Sloan's Greek mythology course, which 
was quite memorable for Brennan. In 2025, Brennan created a Goodreads account to track 
his reading history and identify what he wants to read next. Two of Brennan's favorite books 
- "Island of the World" and "The Lighthouse" - were written by Michael O'Brien, and he hopes 
to read all of O'Brien's books. 

• Fan of the Washington, D.C. sports teams, with his favorites being the Commanders (NFL 
football) and Nationals (MLB baseball). 

• Active on Letterboxd, a social media platform used by movie fans to rate movies, share 
reviews, and create both rankings and watchlists. In college, Brennan and his friends and 
teammates got together weekly to watch movies, and they managed an Excel spreadsheet to 
select movies for the group to watch. 

Inner Circle/Special Connections 

• Had an NIL partnership with Tom Brady's clothing brand (BRADY) -- which later became part 
of NOBULL -- during his college career at Wake Forest. Brennan and University of Texas golf 
star Cole Hammer were both featured in a 2022 video with Brady announcing the brand's 
launch of its golf-specific apparel. Brennan got to do the shoot with Brady and meet the 
seven-time Super Bowl champion. 

• With Wake Forest University men's golf head coach Jerry Haas as his caddie, Brennan played 
alongside PGA TOUR winner and fellow Wake Forest alum Will Zalatoris as he won the 2022 
Genesis Invitational Collegiate Showcase at The Riviera Country Club, which earned him an 
exemption for the PGA TOUR's 2022 Genesis Invitational. Brennan played a practice round 
with Rory McIlroy and took a picture with his favorite golfer, Tiger Woods. 

• Teammates at Wake Forest included Alex Fitzpatrick, younger brother of multi-time PGA 
TOUR winner Matt Fitzpatrick. 

• Represented the United States at the 2022 Arnold Palmer Cup; his teammates included 
Johnny Keefer, Gordon Sargent, and Michael Thorbjornsen. 



• Spent his formative years under the tutelage of Adam Harrell, a PGA of America professional 
who (as of January 2026) now works out of the 1757 Golf Club and Academy in Dulles, 
Virginia. Brennan took his first lesson with Harrell in 2014 (when he was 12 years old) and the 
two worked together for many years thereafter. 

Other 

• Cites The Genesis Invitational as "his" PGA TOUR event given it is where he made his first 
TOUR start in 2022 (as the winner of The Genesis Invitational Collegiate Showcase), and the 
fact Riviera is among his favorite golf courses. 



Neal Shipley 

Things To Know 

• Earned PGA TOUR membership for the 2026 season with a two-win rookie campaign on the 
Korn Ferry Tour, which saw him finish No. 4 on the 2025 Korn Ferry Tour Points List (top 20 
earned TOUR membership). 

• One of 16 members of the Player Advisory Council (PAC) for 2026. The PAC serves as a 
consulting body which vets and recommends changes to the PGA TOUR Policy Board on 
behalf of the membership. 

• As a special guest at a First Tee Teen Tank event at Accenture Tower in downtown Chicago 
in December 2025, said of his unconventional path to the PGA TOUR, "I was not on that path 
necessarily out of high school. It was always a goal of mine and I wanted it. I think the journey 
might not always look how you want it to, but the journey to your goals is not a straight line." 
Shipley also emphasizes the fact he "sucked at golf" as a junior golfer in Pittsburgh (nor was 
he even the best player on his high school team), but his grit and work ethic ultimately paved 
his path to professional golf. 

• Began the 2025 Korn Ferry Tour season with conditional status (151-200 from 2024 
FedExCup Fall as a non-member) but won the season's eighth event - the LECOM Suncoast 
Classic in Lakewood Ranch, Florida - for his first Korn Ferry Tour title and fully exempt status. 
Opened the season with two missed cuts in The Bahamas but finished T9 at The Panama 
Championship, the third event of the season, which he needed to climb the 2025 Priority 
Ranking and earn additional starts. Shipley said of his top-10 in Panama, "The reshuffle 
pressure, it's kind of tough. If you don't make a cut, you're kind of in trouble. It was huge just 
making a cut and getting in there. But I could tell you, if I had to go to Bogota (the fourth 
event) without making a cut before the first reshuffle... that's a really nervous tournament, 
because if you don't play well, then I'm back on PGA TOUR Americas for a year." Later won 
his second Korn Ferry Tour title at The Ascendant, contested at TPC Colorado, roughly 60 
miles north of Cherry Hills Country Club, where he was the runner-up finisher at the 2023 
U.S. Amateur Championship. 

• Began his collegiate career at James Madison University, playing three seasons (2019-22) in 
Harrisonburg, Virginia before transferring to Ohio State University for his final two seasons 
(2022-24). Shipley says he was "the perfect No. 5 man" as a freshman at James Madison, 
explaining, "I would have two low rounds and one round that was just going to be tossed. 
That freshman year was really cool for me, and it really helped in my development." Also 
noted some of his favorite memories with his James Madison teammates involved hiking the 
Shenandoah Valley, saying, "We had a really special squad." 

• Earned a degree in quantitative finance from James Madison University (in just three years) 
and earned a master's degree in data analytics at Ohio State University. While playing PGA 
TOUR Americas and making PGA TOUR starts as a sponsor exemption in 2024, would often 
try to solve SAT math problems if there were long waits between shots (usually on par 3 tee 
boxes or waiting to hit into par 5s); he spoke about the unique way to pass time on the course 
in a Korn Ferry Tour social media video in January 2025. 

• Shipley says of his quantitative finance degree, "Initially, [math] was kind of the game plan. [I 
thought I would be] going into finance and being a stats guy. I always loved golf, and I wanted 
to play professional golf, but, you know, I always had that in my back pocket where I could do 
finance. Once I finished up with James Madison and saw myself playing really good golf, I 
kind of put that on the back burner." Also said of his study habits at James Madison, "There 
are a lot of late nights involved with studying and projects, so if I needed a ton of coffee, I 



would go to the Waffle House, get a waffle and drink four or five cups of coffee and be ready 
to go." 

• Member at Oakmont Country Club, host of numerous U.S. Opens, U.S. Amateur 
Championships, and PGA Championships. Shipley spent four years as a caddie at Oakmont, 
noting it was his first job early in his college years. Shipley also attended the 2007 and 2016 
U.S. Opens contested at Oakmont. Shipley says of the club, "It's a place I love so much and 
has so much meaning to me, personally. I think it's the best golf course in the world." 

• Moved to West Palm Beach, Florida in November 2024. Often plays and practices at The Dye 
Preserve Golf Club in nearby Jupiter, noting he's played some practice rounds there with PGA 
TOUR winner Adam Long. Will also play Dutchman's Pipe, a Jack Nicklaus course. 

Background 

• Neither of Neal's parents played golf, so Neal got into the game as a youngster by watching 
golf on TV with his dad. Neal was a big Vijay Singh fan in those early days of watching golf. 
Did not really set his sights on playing college golf until early in his high school career. 

• Attended a practice round for the 2007 U.S. Open at Oakmont Country Club with his father, 
Neal Shipley Sr. A huge Tiger Woods fan, Neal Jr. dressed head to toe in Tiger Woods gear 
and sat atop his father's shoulders as they followed Woods' practice round. Shipley was later 
paired with Woods for the final round of the 2024 Masters Tournament, where Shipley 
earned low amateur honors. 

• Grew up in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania and graduated from Central Catholic High School. Other 
notable alums of the school include Pro Football Hall of Fame quarterback Dan Marino (Class 
of 1979), two-time NFL Pro Bowl quarterback Marc Bulger (Class of 1995), and actor Zachary 
Quinto (Class of 1995). 

• Got started in golf at Mount Lebanon Golf Course, a 9-hole municipal course with a history 
dating back to 1907. Shipley's parents later joined St. Clair Country Club to give Neal a better 
place to practice and hone his game. A framed photo of Neal (alongside Scottie Scheffler) 
from the 2024 Masters Tournament trophy presentation is on the wall at St. Clair Country 
Club. 

• Played three seasons at James Madison University (2019-22) and two seasons at Ohio State 
University (2022-24). Recorded a 72.93 career scoring average at James Madison. At Ohio 
State, won the 2024 Southwestern Invitational for his lone collegiate title and was a 2024 All-
Big Ten Conference First Team selection; he finished the 2023-24 season with a career-best 
71.35 scoring average. 

• Won the 2022 Pennsylvania Amateur Championship, as well as the 2022 Western 
Pennsylvania Open Championship and 2019 Western Pennsylvania Junior Championship. 

• Runner-up finisher to Nick Dunlap at the 2023 U.S. Amateur Championship, which was 
contested at Cherry Hills Country Club in Colorado. 

• Burst onto the global golf scene as he earned low amateur honors at the 2024 Masters 
Tournament and 2024 U.S. Open, with the latter being contested at Pinehurst No. 2. Shipley 
became the first player since Viktor Hovland (2019) to earn low amateur honors at both the 
Masters and U.S. Open in the same year. 

Family 

• Parents are Neal Sr. (father) and Susie (mother). Susie formerly worked in international 
banking in Boston and Edinburgh. Her travel led to Neal Sr. and Neal Jr. creating "Pancake 
Wednesday" when he was a youngster. 



• Neal and his family watch "It's a Wonderful Life" -- the 1946 classic now regarded as one of 
the best American films ever made -- at Christmas every year. 

Interests/Hobbies/Quirks 

• Fan of the Pittsburgh Steelers (NFL football) and Pittsburgh Pirates (MLB baseball). Grew up 
attending Steelers games and noted, "In Pittsburgh on Sundays, a Steelers jersey is 
appropriate attire at church. We embraced that." 

• Enjoys fly fishing. Says of the hobby, "With fly fishing, you get skunked a lot of days, even 
though you might be doing the right things and going to a lot of different spots on the water, 
but it's kind of like golf. You can put in a lot of work into what you're doing, but it doesn't 
always pay off. Patience is really key." 

• Previously was a big Waffle House guy, and had a "Body by Waffle House" ball marker which 
was made for him by a friend in Columbus, Ohio. Prior to working with a nutritionist in 2025, 
his usual order was the All-Star special with scrambled eggs, hashbrowns, sausage, white 
toast, regular waffle, and a coffee. He usually cut a sausage in half, put it on one of the toast 
halves with some eggs and ate it like a mini-breakfast sandwich. After working with the 
nutritionist, changed his usual order to the two-egg special, noting with disappointment, 
"Can't really do the waffle. I don't really do a lot of gluten anymore, which is unfortunate, 
because the waffle is probably the best part." [NOTE for context: Neal is trying to move away 
from this being a defining narrative for him, as he has put more emphasis on his health and 
fitness as a professional golfer.] 

Charity 

• Presented the 2025 Lending Hearts Friend Award by Lending Hearts, which, according to its 
website, "creates a caring community for children and young adults living with cancer, 
offering support and connection for them and their families." Shipley said of the honor, "My 
experiences volunteering with pediatric oncology patients and their families during college 
deeply impacted me. I'm committed to contributing to Lending Hearts and the incredible work 
they do for children and families here in Pittsburgh." 

• During his time on the Korn Ferry Tour, made a donation pledge to Lending Hearts for his 
birdies and eagles in March and April 2025, a stretch which included his first career Korn 
Ferry Tour win at the LECOM Suncoast Classic. Shipley ultimately made a $7,000 donation to 
Lending Hearts. 

• Is a Play Yellow Ambassador. Play Yellow is a Children's Miracle Network Hospitals campaign 
with support from Jack and Barbara Nicklaus and the PGA TOUR to bring the entire golf 
world together to help the 10 million kids treated at local children's hospitals each year. 

Other 

• Featured heavily in Season 3 of Full Swing, the Netflix documentary series which showcases 
professional golf. Shipley was highlighted alongside multi-time PGA TOUR winner Ludvig 
Aberg in the first episode of the show's third season, which was released in February 2025. 
Shipley said of his appearance, "It's a cool thing I got to do as an amateur and kind of 
represent amateur golf." 



Zach Bauchou 

Things To Know 

• Pronunciation: BOH-shoo 
• Earned PGA TOUR membership for the first time via a No. 11 finish on the 2025 Korn Ferry 

Tour Points List (top 20 earned TOUR cards), largely off the strength of his victory at the 
2025 Simmons Bank Open for the Snedeker Foundation. The season prior, carried a one-
stroke lead into the final round of the season-ending 2024 Korn Ferry Tour Championship, 
but carded a final-round 76 and finished T9, which ultimately left him three strokes short of a 
PGA TOUR card. 

• Began the 2023 season without status on a PGA TOUR-sanctioned circuit, but played his way 
to Special Temporary Membership on the Korn Ferry Tour and finished No. 82 on the 2023 
Korn Ferry Tour Points List, earning conditional status for the 2024 season. Bauchou won the 
2023 Auggie Navarro Pro-Am Invitational with an eagle on the first playoff hole, and the 
victory earned him a sponsor exemption for the Korn Ferry Tour's 2023 Wichita Open, where 
he recorded a T4 finish. Two months later, Bauchou parlayed a sponsor exemption for the 
2023 Utah Championship into a top-25 finish, and a top-five finish the following week at the 
Pinnacle Bank Championship earned him Special Temporary Membership. 

• Turned professional in 2019 but struggled to earn membership on tours around the world 
until 2022, when he played a season on the Asian Tour and recorded one top-25. Bauchou 
would fly back and forth from Asia a couple weeks at a time in order to spend time at home 
with his wife, Victoria. 

• Member of the famed 2018 Oklahoma State University team which won the 2018 NCAA 
Championship. Bauchou, who garnered a 2018 All-America Second team honor, was part of a 
championship-winning lineup which featured future FedExCup champion Viktor Hovland, 
PGA TOUR winners Austin Eckroat and Matthew Wolff, and Korn Ferry Tour graduate Kris 
Ventura. Bauchou went 2-1 in match play, with his victories coming in the semifinals and 
championship match. Korn Ferry Tour graduate Sam Stevens was also a member of the 2018 
team, though he did not make the team's NCAA Championship lineup. 

• Of choosing Oklahoma State, Bauchou said, "Coming out of high, I felt like if I could play with 
better people, and guys that were always better than me it would be a good catalyst for me 
to get better at golf. I was never the best player at Oklahoma State... but I was able to push 
myself every day. I felt like that was something that really helped me improve." 

Background 

• Resides in Edmond, Oklahoma, where he plays and practices at the famed Oak Tree National. 
• Born and raised in Forest, Virginia, where he grew up playing golf at London Downs Golf 

Club. Bauchou also played a lot of junior golf events in North Carolina, which exposed him to 
tougher competition, including the likes of Ben Griffin. Later prepped at Liberty Christian 
Academy in nearby Lynchburg, Virginia. 

• Finished T2 at the 2013 Junior PLAYERS Championship, finishing behind champion Austen 
Truslow. Bauchou notably finished ahead of future PGA TOUR winners Collin Morikawa 
(fifth), Scottie Scheffler (sixth), Cameron Young (T20), and Davis Riley (T22). A year later, 
finished T5 (tied with Sam Burns, among others) at the 2014 Junior PLAYERS Championship. 

• Won the 2014 Faldo Series Grand Final at The Greenbrier; there is a picture of he and Sir 
Nick Faldo holding the trophy. 

• Earned AJGA Rolex Junior All-America First Team selections in 2013 and 2014. Other 
members of the 2013 First Team included future PGA TOUR winners Ben Griffin, Collin 



Morikawa, and Scottie Scheffler. Other members of the 2014 First Team included future PGA 
TOUR winners Sam Burns, Nick Hardy, and Davis Riley. 

• Played four seasons at Oklahoma State University (2015-19), where he was a 2018 All-
America Second Team selection, two-time All-Big 12 Conference selection (2017, 2018), 
earned one individual victory, and helped the Cowboys win the 2018 NCAA Championship. 
Capped his collegiate career with a T8 individual finish at the 2019 NCAA Championship. 

• Finished runner-up to Korn Ferry Tour graduate Jimmy Stanger at the 2016 Southern 
Amateur, which was contested at The Dunes Golf & Beach Club, host of the PGA TOUR's 
ONEflight Myrtle Beach Classic. 

• Qualified for match play at the 2017 U.S. Amateur Championship, contested at The Riviera 
Country Club, and lost in the second round to future PGA TOUR winner Kevin Yu. 

• Won back-to-back Canadian Amateur Championships in 2017 and 2018. Past champions of 
the event include PGA TOUR winners Richard Zokol (1981), Nick Taylor (2007) and 
Mackenzie Hughes (2011, 2012). 

Family 

• Zach and his wife, Victoria, wed in November 2021; they met in college while she was 
working at a golf course. Zach and Victoria have two children - James (December 2023) and 
Cooper (March 2025). 

• Zach withdrew in the middle of the first round of Final Stage of 2023 PGA TOUR Q-School 
presented by Korn Ferry (where the top five and ties earned TOUR cards for 2024) to fly 
home for the birth of his first son, James. 

• Will often watch golf highlights on the PGA TOUR YouTube channel with his young children 
to put them to sleep. 

• Parents are Ed and Renae. 
• Has four siblings - two brothers (Jacob, Paul) and two sisters (Julia, Natalie). 

Interests/Hobbies/Quirks 

• Enjoys playing poker with friends, including one friend who goes back to his high school days. 
While at Oklahoma State, Bauchou, Viktor Hovland and Aman Gupta would play Texas Hold 
'Em in the evenings. 

• Likes watching movie reviews / breakdowns and video game reviews on YouTube; he enjoys 
movies, but has a hard time carving out enough time to sit and watch them given the time 
spent between his golf game and parenting. 

• Plays the adventure video game Elden Ring with a small group of friends, one of whom is 
former Oklahoma State teammate and fellow professional golfer Rayhan Thomas. 

Inner Circle/Special Connections 

• Teammates at Oklahoma State included multi-time PGA TOUR winners Wyndham Clark 
(2015-16 season) and Austin Eckroat (2017-19 - two seasons), FedExCup champion Viktor 
Hovland (2016-19 - three seasons), PGA TOUR winner Matthew Wolff (2017-19 - two 
seasons), as well as Korn Ferry Tour graduates Sam Stevens (2015-18 - three seasons) and 
Kris Ventura (2015-18 - three seasons). 

• Made headlines in 2023 when former college teammate Viktor Hovland caddied for him at 
the U.S. Open qualifier in Columbus, Ohio - which was the day after Hovland won the 
Memorial Tournament; the two had dinner together in Columbus the Tuesday of the 
Memorial and Zach floated the idea to Viktor, who stayed true to his promise. 



• Represented the United States at the 2018 Arnold Palmer Cup in France; his teammates 
included PGA TOUR winners Collin Morikawa, Davis Riley, Sahith Theegala, and Matthew 
Wolff, as well as Korn Ferry Tour graduates Chandler Phillips, Justin Suh and Braden 
Thornberry. 



Chris Kirk 

Things To Know 

• PGA TOUR COURAGE AWARD: Received the PGA TOUR Courage Award during a surprise 
announcement on Tuesday at the 2023 RSM Classic. The PGA TOUR Courage Award is 
presented to a person who, through courage and perseverance, has overcome extraordinary 
adversity, such as personal tragedy or debilitating injury or illness, to make a significant and 
meaningful contribution to the game of golf. Kirk is the sixth recipient of the PGA TOUR 
Courage Award, which was established in 2012, joining Erik Compton (2013), Jarrod Lyle 
(2015), Gene Sauers (2017), Morgan Hoffmann (2020) and D.J. Gregory (2022). 

• Kirk took a leave of absence from the TOUR in May of 2019 to address issues of alcohol 
abuse and depression. He returned to the TOUR later that year after a break of more than six 
months, regained exempt status in 2021 through a Major Medical Extension and in 2023, 
earned his fifth PGA TOUR title and first since 2015. His first competitive round after his 
leave of absence was the first round of the 2019 World Wide Technology Championship, 
four years to the day of Tuesday's announcement. 

• During the 2018-19 season, Kirk played in 17 events, with his final start of the campaign 
coming at the Zurich Classic of New Orleans during the last week in April. On May 7, 2019, 
the day before his 34th birthday, Kirk posted a statement to his social media accounts: "I have 
dealt with alcohol abuse and depression for some time now. I thought I could control it, but 
after multiple relapses I have come to realize that I can't fix this on my own. I will be taking an 
indefinite leave from the PGA TOUR to deal with these issues. I don't know when I will be 
back, but for now I need my full focus on being the man my family deserves. Thank you for 
your support." 

• Won the 2023 Cognizant Classic in The Palm Beaches, ending a winless drought of 7 years, 9 
months and 2 days dating back to the 2015 Charles Schwab Challenge. Victory marked his 
first on the PGA TOUR since taking a leave of absence in 2019 to deal with alcohol abuse and 
depression issues. 

• After winning the Cognizant Classic in The Palm Beaches, said, "Yeah, I owe everything that I 
have in my entire life to my sobriety. I wouldn't be doing this for a living anymore. I probably 
wouldn't have the family that I have currently anymore. I came really close to losing 
everything that I cared about." 

• Lives on 42 acres of land in Watkinsville, Georgia, near Athens; has his own practice facility. 

Background 

• Born in Knoxville, Tennessee, but grew up in Woodstock, Georgia 
• Won his first golf event when he was 8. It was a three-hole tournament in which all of the 

holes were shortened to 150 yards. 
• Played college golf at the University of Georgia alongside fellow PGA TOUR winners Kevin 

Kisner, Brendon Todd and Brian Harman; key member of UGA's 2005 NCAA Championship 
team; named recipient of the 2007 Ben Hogan Award as the nation's top collegiate golfer; 
won seven times while playing for the Bulldogs, including four his senior year; member, 2007 
U.S. Walker Cup team; turned professional after the Walker Cup 

• Became the first Ben Hogan Award winner to win the Charles Schwab Challenge at Colonial 
with his victory in 2015. 

• Played on the Korn Ferry Tour from 2008 through 2010; won twice during the 2010 season 
en route to finishing second on the money list to secure his PGA TOUR card for 2011 



• Competed for the U.S. Team in the 2015 Presidents Cup, where he delivered a key 1-up 
victory over Anirban Lahiri in Singles to help the U.S. Team secure the victory in Korea. 

Family 

• Wife, Tahnee; children Sawyer Montgomery, Foster Anderson, Wilder James 
• Met Tahnee at a friend's blueberry farm while driving to the 2008 Sugar Bowl 

Interests/Hobbies/Quirks 

• Loves to spend time at the beach and is an avid kayaker, paddleboarder and fisherman 
• Bought a piano and taught himself how to play 
• Fan of the Atlanta Braves (MLB). Participated in batting practice with the team in 2015. 
• Routinely spends time in the offseason playing golf left-handed as a way to mix things up. 

After winning The Sentry, said, "It brings back a little bit of the kind of childlike nature of the 
game, and my expectations are so low that it is way easier to be happy about what I'm doing 
than it is right-handed, to be honest." 



Chad Ramey 

Things To Know 

• Earned his first PGA TOUR victory at the 2022 Corales Puntacana Championship, becoming 
the first TOUR rookie to win during the 2021-22 season (second was Tom Kim) and the first 
native Mississippian to win on TOUR since Pete Brown won the 1970 Farmers Insurance 
Open. Chad's wife, Kelly, and father, Stanley, were both in attendance. The victory earned 
Chad an exemption for the 2022 PGA Championship and 2023 THE PLAYERS Championship, 
among other privileges. He said the win 'means the world," and that he 'drew a lot of 
confidence off the win' last year. 

• One of 28 members of the 2020-21 Korn Ferry Tour graduating class who qualified for the 
2022 FedExCup Playoffs. The 28 graduates in the Playoffs were the most since 2013, the 
first year the Korn Ferry Tour Finals began awarding 25 PGA TOUR cards in addition to the 
25 awarded via the Korn Ferry Tour regular season. 

• Graduated from the Korn Ferry Tour following the 2020-21 combined season, which saw him 
finish No. 3 on the regular season points list (and No. 4 on the combined points list following 
Korn Ferry Tour Finals). First played on the Korn Ferry Tour after a T58 finish at Final Stage 
of the 2015 Korn Ferry Tour Qualifying Tournament, but only made two starts in 2016. He 
dropped down to PGA TOUR Canada and finished 16th on the Order of Merit in 2017, then 
returned to the Korn Ferry Tour for the 2018, 2019 and 2020-21 seasons. 

Background 

• Had a club in his hands by age 3 thanks to Fulton Country Club, a public nine-hole course 
with no driving range where his dad, Stanley, was the superintendent/manager. He grew up 
in the only house on the course, approximately 100 yards from the first tee. 

• Earliest golf memory is attending the Masters Tournament when he was 10 years old. 
• Was an Ole Miss fan growing up before attending Mississippi State. 
• Played collegiately for four seasons (2010-14) at Mississippi State University, where he 

garnered three All-Southeastern Conference honors, including first-team selections as a 
junior and senior. 

Family 

• Father, Stanley; Mother, Trish. Has two older sisters, Marcie and Meagan. 
• Chad and his wife, Kelly, initially met at a Mississippi State football game. They were married 

in Fulton, Mississippi on December 4, 2021. Their first child, a son named Nolan, was born 
March 2, 2023, a week before Chad would make his first start at THE PLAYERS. He went on 
to take a one-stroke first-round lead at that event with a 8-under 64 before play was 
suspended. He finished the tournament T27. 

• Father, Stanley, caddied for him en route to his first professional victory at the 2021 Live and 
Work in Maine Open on the Korn Ferry Tour. He gave his regular caddie the week off since 
his family would be in town for the event. In addition to his dad being there, his wife (fiancee 
at the time) Kelly and his mom and other family friends were all in attendance. Quote: "The 
blood, sweat and tears over the years that I've put in, I wouldn't have anyone else here. He's 
the one that got me started, we still work on my swing together. It's just a cherry on top for 
the first win for them to be here." 



Interests/Hobbies/Quirks 

• Hobbies include hunting and fishing. 

Inner Circle/Special Connections 

• Grew up playing alongside LPGA Tour star and fellow Mississippi State University alum Ally 
Ewing in Fulton, Mississippi, a town with a population of roughly 4,000 people. 

• In addition to Ramey and Ewing, Fulton, Mississippi is the hometown of former Major League 
Baseball second baseman Brian Dozier, a 2015 All-Star and 2017 Gold Glover with the 
Minnesota Twins, and a 2019 World Series champion with the Washington Nationals. Like 
Ramey and Ewing, Dozier attended Itawamba Agricultural High School. 

• Close friends with golfer Josh Creel. They were on the Korn Ferry Tour together and 
advanced to the PGA TOUR together as well. (Video of this dynamic duo is available from 
when they teamed up at the Zurich Classic of New Orleans.) 



Jackson Suber 

Things To Know 

• Earned PGA TOUR membership for the first time with a top 30 finish (No. 20) on the 2024 
Korn Ferry Tour Points List. 

• As a Korn Ferry Tour rookie in 2023, finished No. 37 on the Points List after he began the 
season with poor conditional status and played his way into the top 20 with seven events 
remaining. Suber made six starts across the final seven events of the 2023 season, totaling 
three missed cuts and only recording one finish higher than T46, which left him on the wrong 
side of the PGA TOUR card bubble (the top 30 earned cards). Suber, who entered the 2023 
Korn Ferry Tour Championship at No. 30 on the Points List, said of the late-season slump, 
"That was a pretty tough way to go out. Obviously, I wasn't ready. That was as upset as I've 
ever been over golf. I don't know that I've ever let the tears flow and been emotional, except 
for that day. That really stung. The whole month leading up to (Korn Ferry Tour 
Championship) was a struggle, trying to tread water and figure it out. I needed to mature, 
obviously, and figure out things that would help me be more professional, mature, and have 
my game more consistent." 

• Finished No. 9 in the PGA TOUR University Class of 2022 after four seasons at University of 
Mississippi. Through the PGA TOUR University performance benefits at that time, Suber 
earned PGA TOUR Canada membership for the 2022 season and an exemption to Second 
Stage of the 2022 Korn Ferry Tour Qualifying Tournament (now PGA TOUR Q-School 
presented by Korn Ferry). Suber qualified for Final Stage and earned Korn Ferry Tour 
membership, but a T101 finish left him with poor conditional status to begin the 2023 season. 

• Moved to Jacksonville, Florida in 2023 to play and practice at TPC Sawgrass. 
• Born and raised in Tampa, Florida, where he grew up playing at Palma Ceia Golf & Country 

Club; he continued to play and practice there until 2023, when he relocated to Jacksonville, 
Florida. As kids, Jackson and childhood friend Gunnar Raney would typically play a constant 
loop of Nos. 1 and 2 (the second hole essentially brought them back to the clubhouse) in the 
early evening until it got too dark. Suber's mom, Elayne, would oftentimes sit in a rocking 
chair and read magazines as they went round and round the two-hole loop. Suber says of the 
loop, "I've definitely played those two holes more than any holes in the entire world." Gunnar, 
who played collegiately at the NCAA Division III level, attended the 2024 Korn Ferry Tour 
Championship, where Jackson earned his first PGA TOUR card. 

• Estimated he attended the Valspar Championship, his hometown PGA TOUR event, five 
times as a kid; he also attended THE PLAYERS once. Later made his PGA TOUR debut as a 
sponsor exemption at the 2022 Valspar Championship. 

• Played the 2009 U.S. Kids Golf World Championship at Pinehurst (finished 131st in the Boys 
9 Division). Other notable names from the Boys 9 Division included fellow Korn Ferry Tour 
graduates Frankie Capan III (T5), Ryan Gerard (T27), and Noah Goodwin (T77). Suber returned 
to Pinehurst for the 2024 U.S. Open, where he was the last man into the field U.S. Open via 
Jon Rahm's withdrawal; he played in a featured group alongside Jordan Spieth and Hideki 
Matsuyama and finished 73rd. 

• Played four seasons at University of Mississippi (2018-22), amassing five career wins, earning 
2022 All-America Second Team recognition as a senior, and garnering back-to-back All-
Southeastern Conference First Team honors as a junior and senior. 

• Developed a friendship with former PGA TOUR member and fellow Ole Miss alum Jonathan 
Randolph. The two met at Ole Miss, where Randolph was as a volunteer assistant coach 
during Suber's time on the team. Randolph, who graduated from the Korn Ferry Tour for the 
first time in 2014, was the first Ole Miss alum to earn a PGA TOUR card. Suber and Braden 



Thornberry followed Randolph as the second and third Ole Miss alums to earn TOUR 
membership via the Korn Ferry Tour in 2024. 

• Favorite sports teams are the Tampa Bay Lightning (NHL hockey) and Ole Miss football. 

Family 

• Parents are Jack and Elayne Suber. 
• Younger brother, Mac, played one year of golf at Troy University in 2021. 

Inner Circle/Special Connections 

• Close friends with fellow Korn Ferry Tour graduates Pierceson and Parker Coody. 

Other 

• Prior to his tournament debut at the 2026 Open Championship, had never been to Europe. 
Explored Liverpool with fellow TOUR pro Pierceson Coody in the leadup to the tournament. 



David Lipsky 

Things To Know 

• He is the definition of a foodie. Has mentioned a range of eating at Michelin three-star 
restaurants to eating bugs in Thailand and Cambodia (silkworms, grasshoppers, even a deep-
fried tarantula once). Quote: "My whole family is in the restaurant industry so it's something 
that's really dear to me. I've always been very adventurous with food. I remember eating 
street food in Bangkok to super nice sushi in Tokyo, to pasta shops in Italy...the list goes on 
and on. I'll eat anything." 

• Has competed professionally all across the world, including extended stints on the European 
Tour and Asian Tour. Noted he traveled internationally more than 30 weeks a year from 
2012-19 and estimates he has visited 40-50 countries and has played golf on every continent 
conducive to golf, saying of his experiences, "I learned a lot about myself and my game 
traveling all around the world. I've just made so many friends all around the world, seen so 
many places, eaten so many different things. I wish on was on the PGA TOUR... but it's not 
too bad of a consolation being able to travel all around the world and see so many different 
things." 

• Attended Northwestern University, where he majored in political science and history. 
Individual champion of the 2010 Big Ten Championship and an All-American in 2011. Upon 
graduation, he left Northwestern having tied the school record for low 54-hole tournament 
score, a record previously established by Luke Donald, Team Europe Captain for the 2023 
Ryder Cup. The record has since been broken. Also caddied through college. 

• Attended the same high school as Collin Morikawa (La Canada High School - not at the same 
time) and earned his first win (TPC San Antonio Challenge at the Canyons) on the Korn Ferry 
Tour less than one hour after Morikawa earned his second win on the PGA TOUR at the 
Workday Charity Open (July 12, 2020). The two are friends and were frequent practice 
partners when they were in Los Angeles, and they texted each other the night before, each 
telling the other to go out and take care of business. 

Background 

• Picked up golf at three or four, but didn't play tournaments until he was 10 years old. 
• Due to his extensive golf travel over the years, he has told stories of troubles with 

customs/immigration due to his passport being so worn down/weather-damaged. 
• Favorite golf memory is making a hole-in-one at No. 7 at Pebble Beach. 
• Currently lives in Las Vegas. 

Family 

• Lipsky's father, Aaron, is Jewish while his mother, Yon Suk, is Korean. His whole family is in 
the restaurant industry, including his brother who has worked at multiple Michelin three-star 
restaurants. 

Interests/Hobbies/Quirks 

• Fan of the Los Angeles Lakers, Los Angeles Kings and Las Vegas Raiders. 



• Has an airplane tattoo on his forearm that he shares with other TOUR caddies and LPGA 
player Danielle Kang. They all grew up together and it signifies how close they are and their 
bond - and all the travel they do. 

Inner Circle/Special Connections 

• Former roommate of fellow professional Alex Kang in Las Vegas. 



Ben James 

Things To Know 

• Earned PGA TOUR membership as the No. 1 player from the 2026 PGA TOUR University 
Ranking after four seasons at University of Virginia (2022-26). Followed Ludvig Aberg (2023), 
Michael Thorbjornsen (2024), and David Ford (2025) as the fourth player to earn TOUR 
membership as the No. 1 player from PGA TOUR University. 

• In four seasons at Virginia, earned seven individual victories, tying Ben Kohles' school record 
for career wins and became the fifth collegiate golfer in history to earn four All-America First 
Team honors, following Gary Hallberg (1977-80 at Wake Forest University), Phil Mickelson 
(1989-92 at Arizona State University), David Duval (1990-93 at Georgia Tech), and Bryce 
Molder (1998-2001 at Georgia Tech). 

• Won the 2021 Junior PLAYERS Championship, posting a four-stroke victory over Nick 
Dunlap. 

Background 

• Grew up in Milford, Connecticut, developing his game at Great River Golf Club, where his 
grandfather, Donald James Sr., worked part-time after retirement and his father, Donald 
James Jr., played in his youth. James says, "I've played there all my life. When I go home in the 
summer, it's where I practice." 

• When Ben was two years old, his grandfather, Donald James Sr., brought him to the driving 
range at Great River Golf Club. Don asked Tom Rosati, the head golf professional at the time, 
to watch young Ben hit a golf ball. Rosati recalls, "He's standing a mile away from it... takes it 
back, flushes it about 50 yards. I put another ball on the tee. He does it again. After about five 
shots, I said, 'Don, you might have something here.' The hand-eye coordination was freakish." 

• Competed in the Boys 6 and Under division at the 2008 U.S. Kids Golf World Championship 
in Pinehurst, North Carolina. Was a fixture at the event through the years, and won the Boys 
10 division in 2013. 

• During the winters in the northeast, kept his game sharp at Fore Seasons Golf Club, an indoor 
facility, and SportsCenter of Connecticut, which had indoor-outdoor mats and a range with 
heated bays. 

• Prepped at Hamden Hall Country Day in Connecticut. The golf team's home course was New 
Haven Country Club, a noted Willie Park Jr. design. 

• Verbally committed to University of Connecticut in 2015 as an 11-year-old sixth-grader. 
Later re-opened his recruiting process and committed to University of Virginia in December 
2018, and eventually signed with Virginia in November 2021. 

• In addition to seven individual victories and four All-America First Team selections, other 
highlights at University of Virginia included the 2023 Division I Phil Mickelson Outstanding 
Freshman Award, leading the Cavaliers to back-to-back team titles at the 2025 and 2026 
Atlantic Coast Conference Championships (the first league titles in program history), a T2 
individual finish at the 2024 NCAA Championship, and leading Virginia to a runner-up finish 
at the 2025 NCAA Championship (fell to Oklahoma State in the final). 

• Qualified for match play at four consecutive U.S. Amateur Championships (2022-25), with his 
best showing being a quarterfinals appearance in 2023 at Merion Golf Club. 

Family 

• Parents are Donald James Jr. and Gretchen. Ben is an only child. 



• Grandfather, Donald James Sr., passed away in May 2012 at the age of 83. Don served in the 
U.S. Coast Guard during the Korean War. After his career as a sales representative, worked 
part-time at Great River Golf Club in Milford, Connecticut, where he helped introduce Ben to 
golf. 

Interests/Hobbies/Quirks 

• Loves cooking and often hosted "steak nights" for roommates and friends while at University 
of Virginia. His go-to steak cuts are New York Strip and Ribeye. 

Inner Circle/Special Connections 

• Acquainted with fellow University of Virginia alums Denny McCarthy and Ben Kohles. The 
three played a practice round together at the 2024 U.S. Open. 

• Went 3-0 in match play in leading Virginia to a runner-up finish at the 2025 NCAA 
Championship, the best national finish in program history. Notably defeated Oklahoma State 
University's Preston Stout -- who went on to win the individual national title at the 2026 
NCAA Championship -- in the final as Virginia fell, 4-1. 

• Represented the United States at the 2023 and 2025 Walker Cups. Teammates at St. 
Andrews Golf Links in 2023 included Nick Dunlap, David Ford, and Gordon Sargent. 
Teammates at Cypress Point Club in 2025 included Jackson Koivun. 

• Represented the United States at the 2019 Junior Presidents Cup, where Justin Leonard 
served as captain and James' teammates included Michael Thorbjornsen, Maxwell Moldovan, 
Jackson Van Paris, and Preston Summerhays. 

• Was paired with Patrick Reed in the 2012 Travelers Championship Celebrity Pro-Am. 

Other 

• Made his PGA TOUR debut (while still an amateur) as a sponsor exemption at the 2022 
Travelers Championship, a field which also featured Chris Gotterup, Cole Hammer, and 
Michael Thorbjornsen as sponsor exemptions. 

• Seven collegiate victories included a win at the 2024 Valero Texas Collegiate, which earned 
him an exemption for the 2025 Valero Texas Open on the PGA TOUR. 



Max McGreevy 

Things To Know 

• Serving a second consecutive year on the 16-member Player Advisory Council (PAC) for 
2026. The PAC serves as a consulting body which vets and recommends changes to the PGA 
TOUR Policy Board on behalf of the membership. 

• Regained PGA TOUR membership for 2025 with a top 30 finish on the 2024 Korn Ferry Tour 
Points List, finishing No. 2 in the standings off the strength of two wins. Previously graduated 
from the Korn Ferry Tour following the 2020-21 season, when he earned his first of three 
career wins on Tour. 

• After getting married on December 31, 2022, Max and his wife, Liv, moved from Dallas back 
to Max's hometown of Edmond, Oklahoma, where he plays and practices at the famed Oak 
Tree Country Club. Max and Liv have a Chihuahua named "Belle," who occasionally joins 
them on the road and has been the star of some PGA TOUR social media posts. 

• Went to PGA TOUR China on the advice of former college teammate Charlie Saxon, a four-
time winner on PGA TOUR China and finished No. 2 on the 2018 Order of Merit. McGreevy 
followed Saxon's advice and proceeded to win the 2019 Order of Merit, enabling him to 
return to the Korn Ferry Tour (McGreevy played on the Korn Ferry Tour in 2018, but lost his 
card after nine missed cuts in 16 starts). McGreevy traveled to China with a former college 
teammate, Luke Kwon, and the two roomed together all year. Kwon finished fifth on the 
Order of Merit and earned Korn Ferry Tour membership as well. McGreevy then earned his 
first PGA TOUR card at the conclusion of the 2020-21 Korn Ferry Tour season, which 
spanned two full years as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

• On his decision to play PGA TOUR China in 2019, McGreevy said, "It took a lot for me to go 
over there and do that. I had a fun journey. It was an experience I felt like I needed, and it 
made me stronger for the years to come." 

• Considers his time on PGA TOUR China a big turning point in his career as he realized he 
could excel at the professional level: "In my mind, I just felt like I was always in contention 
every single week. I always had a chance, and that's what we want out here [on the PGA 
TOUR] every single week." 

• Comes from an athletic family. Father (Brian) played golf at the University of Kansas, uncle 
(Tom McGreevy) played golf at Arizona State and another uncle (Gary Freeman) played 
football at Kansas State. His father, Brian, also won the 1998 Oklahoma State Amateur. 

Background 

• Growing up in Oklahoma, he consistently played a draw to deal with the windy conditions, 
but as his game has improved, he now considers a "little fade" as his go-to shot when he's 
under pressure. 

• Played four seasons at University of Oklahoma (2013-17), helping the Sooners win the 2017 
NCAA Championships for the second team national title in program history. McGreevy won 
his matches in the semifinals and final. Also won three times individually, earned two All-Big 
12 Conference honors (2016, 2017), and garnered a 2016 All-America Third Team honor. 
Notably finished fifth at the 2017 Big 12 Championship, where the field included Scottie 
Scheffler (T2), Doug Ghim (T2), and Viktor Hovland (T6). 

• McGreevy's coach at University of Oklahoma, Ryan Hybl, noted McGreevy played with a chip 
on his shoulder, saying, "For his entire life, up until he probably got to (Oklahoma), he just 
thought he was never quite good enough. He always has to believe that he's not quite good 
enough because that gets his engine roaring." 



• Won the 2017 and 2019 Oklahoma Open at the famed Oak Tree Country Club in his 
hometown of Edmond, Oklahoma. 

• Turned professional out of Oklahoma in 2017, but did not find his footing professionally until 
2019, when he won the PGA TOUR China Order of Merit and earned fully exempt status on 
the Korn Ferry Tour. 

Family 

• Max and his wife, Liv, welcomed their first child, a daughter Claire, in December 2024. 
• Max and his wife, Liv, were married on December 31, 2022 at Oklahoma City Golf and 

Country Club. Max and Liv previously got engaged on December 24, 2021. They had been 
dating for around two years. They met because Liv's little sister and Max's best friend's little 
sister lived together at Oklahoma State and introduced Max and Liv. 

• Max proposed to his wife, Liv, on Christmas Eve of 2021. Liv noted on her Instagram that it 
was 34 years after her father proposed to her mother on Christmas Eve: "34 years ago my 
dad proposed to my mom on Christmas Eve. Thank you for making this so special Max. I love 
you more than you know and can't wait to spend the rest of my life with you!!! #mcmarried." 

• Max said of the Christmas Eve engagement: "I came home from church to her parents' house 
where I had met [Liv] for the first time... set some stuff up in the backyard. Luckily, it was a 
nice day in December and had the whole family watching from inside the house. Just kind of 
surprised her outside and had everything set up." 

• Parents are Brian (father) and Sherryl (mother); he also has an older brother, Tanner (seven 
years older than Max). 

• Father, Brian McGreevy, played golf at the University of Kansas. He was the 1998 Oklahoma 
State Amateur champion and has been Max's coach his whole life. Brian also played Q-School 
once and was a professional for about a year and a half, but he gave it up due to the constant 
travel. 

• In 2007, his father, Brian, was the club champion at The Greens Country Club in Oklahoma 
City while Max was the junior club champion. When Max was 15, he still had never beaten his 
dad, and they both shot a 64 on the same day, which remained Max's best score at The 
Greens Country Club for several years. 

Interests/Hobbies/Quirks 

• Favorite food while on the road is Chipotle. Also a "big sushi guy." 
• His wife, Liv, claims that Max is a great dancer 
• Says his favorite music depends on the time of year: "I like country music a lot. But I also like 

EDM, kind of pop-house music. It kind of gets me going for a tournament or something like 
that. I'm all over the place. I like slower stuff, too. My brother was always in to the alternative 
music, so I listened to that growing up. Whatever gets the vibe right is essentially what I'm 
listening to." Listed Parker McCollum and Post Malone as two of his favorite artists. 

• Dream vacation would be traveling to Singapore and staying at the Marina Bay Sands resort. 

Charity 

• Is a Play Yellow Ambassador. Play Yellow is a Children's Miracle Network Hospitals campaign 
with support from Jack and Barbara Nicklaus and the PGA TOUR to bring the entire golf 
world together to help the 10 million kids treated at local children's hospitals each year. 



Inner Circle/Special Connections 

• Shared a house in Dallas for a couple of years with future PGA TOUR Player of the Year 
Scottie Scheffler and Korn Ferry Tour members Charlie Saxon and Grant Hirschman. The 
house was nicknamed "The Dirty Meadow" because their address on Clover Meadow Drive. 
The most heated competitions involved ping pong or Sequence. They no longer live together, 
but they maintain a close friendship. 



David Ford 

Things To Know 

• Finished No. 1 in the 2025 PGA TOUR University Ranking, following Ludvig Aberg (2023) and 
Michael Thorbjornsen (2024) as the third player to earn direct access to the PGA TOUR by 
finishing No. 1 in the PGA TOUR University Ranking. Solidified the No. 1 position off the 
strength of five victories, including wins in three consecutive starts, as a senior at University 
of North Carolina. Made his first start as a PGA TOUR member at the 2025 RBC Canadian 
Open. 

• Winner of the 2025 Fred Haskins Award and 2025 Jack Nicklaus Award (Division I) -- two of 
the three collegiate national player of the year awards. Ford followed John Inman (1984) as 
the second University of North Carolina player to win the Fred Haskins Award, while he was 
the first player in school history to earn the Jack Nicklaus Award. 

• Played four seasons at University of North Carolina (2021-25), earning seven collegiate 
victories, including five wins as a senior, and four consecutive All-America honors, highlighted 
by first-team laurels in 2023 and 2025. Tied the school record for career wins previously 
established by Dustin Bray (2000-04), and broke school records for single-season wins (five in 
2024-25), career scoring average (70.13), and single-season scoring average (68.78 for 2024-
25 season). 

• Puts a heavy emphasis on fitness and taking care of his body, in addition to limiting the 
number of balls he hits on a daily basis. Typically drinks 70-80 ounces of water in the morning 
before he starts hitting balls, as he believes he needs that much to get his body feeling loose. 
Also has a half-hour stretching routine he goes through about an hour before his tee time. 
Will also do 30 minutes of stretching and mobility work before going to bed. Ford developed 
these habits individually throughout his four-year career at University of North Carolina, and 
fully implemented them as a senior (2024-25 season). 

• Ford's disciplined approach to his personal fitness and practice routines were a result of hip 
and back issues he developed in spring 2021, mere months before his freshman season at 
North Carolina, when he picked up a carpet and felt something pop in his back. Even after 
Ford met with doctors, underwent an MRI and got some treatment, there was hardly a clear 
remedy, and the issues persisted long enough that Ford seriously considered redshirting in 
the leadup to his senior season at North Carolina. Ford found the best solution was to eat 
well, stretch well, sleep well, and be intentional about his golf practice -- hence the disciplined 
approach to all things personal fitness and golf. Ford says, "Even if the carpet was the thing 
that set it off, golf was the main contributor. A lot of things I'm doing are to protect myself on 
the golf course. I enjoy doing it too. My margins are so small that my details have to be so 
good for nutrition and hydration and practice." 

• Wants to highlight the lifelong impact his coaches, most notably Chris Moore (coached him 
throughout his junior career) and Andrew DiBitetto (his head coach at North Carolina) made 
on him. Believes both contributed to his growth on and off the golf course. Ford focuses on 
daily improvement and is grounded by his faith (Christianity). 

• Part of Ford's mental routine while playing is meditating on a bible verse. When he feels 
nerves or needs a sense of peace, he will typically repeat a specific bible verse in his head. 
The verses remind him that while there's a shot in front of him, it's not as important as his 
relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Background 



• Resides in Atlanta, Georgia, where he plays and practices at Atlanta Athletic Club and The 
Golf Club of Georgia when not on TOUR. 

• Born in Peachtree Corners, Georgia, roughly 20 miles northeast of Atlanta. Introduced to golf 
around age 7 when his father, Patrick, brought David and his twin brother, Maxwell, to the 
range at Atlanta Athletic Club, where Patrick has been a member for several years. David 
developed his game through the club's strong junior program before branching out to play 
more competitive events on the Southeastern Junior Golf Tour in his teenage years. 

• Grew up playing basketball, baseball, lacrosse, ping pong, though his primary sports were 
roller hockey and golf. Turned his focus solely to golf when he was about 14 years old. Ford 
was surrounded by some of the best junior golfers in the country, and competing against 
them was one of the biggest reasons he fell in love with golf. 

• Notable junior victories included the 2020 Junior PLAYERS Championship, 2020 Rolex 
Tournament of Champions (a premier AJGA event), and the 2020 AJGA Invitational at 
Sedgefield, which is contested at Sedgefield Country Club, host of the PGA TOUR's 
Wyndham Championship. 

• Seven collegiate victories included a win at the 2024 Ben Hogan Collegiate Invitational, 
contested at Colonial Country Club, host of the PGA TOUR's Charles Schwab Challenge. 

• One of his favorite memories at University of North Carolina was winning the 2024 Atlantic 
Coast Conference Championship. Ford defeated Luke Clanton as North Carolina beat Florida 
State in the final round of match play to win its first ACC title since 2006. 

• Notable amateur victories included the 2022 Southern Amateur at Sea Island Golf Club 
(Plantation Course), as well as the 2023 Jones Cup Invitational, which earned him an 
exemption for the 2023 RSM Classic (missed cut) on the PGA TOUR. 

• Represented the United States at the 2023 Walker Cup, contested at The Old Course at St. 
Andrews, the 2023 World Amateur Team Championship, and 2023 and 2024 Arnold Palmer 
Cups. Earned the clinching point for the United States at the 2023 Walker Cup. Helped the 
United States win the 2023 World Amateur Team Championship alongside fellow Americans 
Nick Dunlap and Gordon Sargent. 

Family 

• David and his brother, Maxwell, and sister, Abigail, are triplets. 
• Maxwell also plays professional golf. Maxwell played two seasons at University of Georgia 

(2021-23), after which he transferred to North Carolina (2023-25) and played his final two 
seasons alongside David. 

• David and Maxwell naturally grew up playing against each other. However, constantly 
competing against one another and being compared against one another strained their 
relationship until their college years. David and Maxwell have since grown closer to one 
another, with David saying, "We were not super close because we were compared so much 
throughout our lives. We would just go to the course for four hours, then go to our rooms 
and just kind of be alone." 

• Abigail graduated from the University of Georgia and is an aspiring actress. 
• Parents are Patrick and Karen Ford. Patrick played golf at Georgia State and was credited 

with a varsity letter for the 1976-77 season. 
• While Patrick and Karen supported in their children's sporting endeavors, they were very 

hands-off when it came to golf. According to David, he and his twin brother, Maxwell, had to 
figure out how to navigate the game on their own, which in turn built their love and drive for 
the game independently. 

Interests/Hobbies/Quirks 



• Does not drink alcohol, even after winning golf tournaments. His ideal celebration is a post-
round stretch, drinking a soda (Sprite), eating cake, then moving on 

• Reads a lot of books, mostly Christian books. Two golf books he enjoyed were Golf Is a Game 
of Confidence, and Putting Out of Your Mind, both of which were written by Bob Rotella. 
Also enjoys C.S. Lewis novels 

• Likes to play ping pong / table tennis. Watched YouTube highlights of the table tennis 
competition at the 2024 Olympics. Has played against Matt Kuchar. 

• Enjoys listening to podcasts, as well as being a guest on them. One of his favorites is the Bible 
Caddie, led by Webb Simpson, Ben Crane and William Kane. David was a guest on the 
podcast in May of 2025. 

• While at North Carolina, hosted a Zoom Bible Study called College, Faith, Family every 
Thursday night. 

• Participates in the College Golf Fellowship, which he joined his freshman year of college and 
remains an important organization to him. David mentors young kids and high schoolers, has 
gone on multiple retreats, and participated in the Webb Simpson Challenge. 

• Enjoys food preparation but will always seek out a bowl at Chipotle on the road. 
• Believes he plays his best golf when he focuses on the people around him - especially those in 

the gallery - instead of obsessing over each shot. He's learned to embrace his surroundings 
rather than shy away from them, using the energy of the moment to elevate his game. 

Charity 

• Intends to remain with College Golf Fellowship and work with them from a charitable 
perspective, specifically wanting to do one-on-one discipleship. David joined College Golf 
Fellowship his freshman year of college, and it remains an important organization to him. 
David mentors young kids and high schoolers, has gone on multiple retreats, and participated 
in the Webb Simpson Challenge. 

Inner Circle/Special Connections 

• Two of his golf idols are fellow University of North Carolina alum Ben Griffin, who he has 
known since 2019, and Scottie Scheffler. Hopes to be outspoken about his faith like 
Scheffler, and to showcase his personality in fun ways like Griffin. 

• Friends with fellow professionals Luke Clanton, Michael Thorbjornsen, and Maxwell 
Moldovan. 

• Has connected with PGA TOUR veterans Webb Simpson, Matt Kuchar, and Sam Stevens, as 
well as Robert MacIntyre, who became one of his favorite professional golfers after the two 
played a competitive round together at the 2025 Hero Dubai Desert Classic. 

• Stays in touch with a lot of friends from junior golf with phone calls. Tries to call a couple 
different people every week. 

Other 

• Made his PGA TOUR debut while still an amateur, competing as a sponsor exemption at the 
2023 ISCO Championship (finished T58). 

• Played in the 2024 Arnold Palmer Invitational as the 2024 Arnold Palmer Cup representative. 
The exemption is voted on by the Arnold Palmer Cup participants prior to the competition, 
with players voting based on who they think best represents the "Arnold Palmer Legacy" (the 
character and values Arnold Palmer exhibited during his career). Previous players who 



received the exemption include Collin Morikawa (2018), Justin Suh (2019), Kevin Yu (2020), 
and Ludvig Aberg (2023). 



 


