
25INTCUTKF - KORN FERRY TOUR CHAMPIONSHIP 

 

[00:00:34.450]>>The Korn Ferry Tour Finals and first round coverage of the Korn Ferry Tour 
Championship presented by United Leasing & Finance. 

 

[00:00:43.889]>>Second straight year here at French Lick, the resort, Beau, great place to, 
uh, lay a couple of bucks down on the tables, maybe bring some buddies for some golf, and 
then of course for 75 players this week, an opportunity to take on this difficult Pete Dye golf 
course, try and earn a spot to the PGA TOUR for 2026. And as we mentioned, last event of 
the season here on the Korn Ferry Tour. Look where we're at here. 

 

[00:01:08.910]>>Indiana at the clubhouse, the statue of the famed designer there by the 
putting green, and the weather ideal this week in terms of conditions for a championship of 
this nature, 67 degrees. The winds are up today. We've seen tough scoring on this golf 
course, and we should expect another stern test as we saw last year, one of the toughest 
winning scores all season long to wrap up 2024, expecting much of the same. 

 

[00:01:35.250]>>It is the opening round of the Korn Ferry Tour Championship presented by 
United Leasing & Finance. How about Jeffrey Kang? We just showed you where Kang stood 
on the leaderboard. He got there with this 2nd at the 10th front hole location and Kang pulls 
the string. Goodbye eagle for K K at 10, got hit to 4 under par. 

 

[00:01:54.510]>>That's one way to play the par 4. How about the same group, same hole? 
S.T. Lee had hit his 2nd, so down in the low portion left of the green, the league has been so 
impressive this season. Oh, you can hole out from the fairway king. How about I pitch in for 
birdie on 10 S.T. Lee having a lot of fun all season long, came into the week 13th on the 
points list. Yeah, that's how you celebrate on a Thursday here at French Lick. How about 
Pontus Nyholm 18th on the points list. 

 

[00:02:23.149]>>Coming into this week, this at the 10th as well, 2 over par on the day. 
Conditions tough here in French Lake. Nyholm poured it in after struggling on the weekend 
with the putter and Oklahoma. Pontus Nyholm back to 1 over par, floating right around that 



top 20 position, but mentioned conditions top. You see Emilo Gonzalez, one of those 
names headed to the tour. Jeffrey Kang trying to join him there as well. Both those players 
at 4 under par. Trey Winstead done for the day, the lone round in the 60s here on a 
Thursday. 

 

[00:02:52.610]>>Now sorry 

 

[00:03:00.050]>>Right at the center of the green from 198. 

 

[00:03:04.210]>>But yeah yeah that's. 

 

[00:03:06.630]>>This is gonna get closer. There's a slope that dissects the middle of the 
green here and that's two really nice strike iron shots for Suri in the last two holes. John 
Vanderle the week 17th on the points list, giving it a rip here at the par 5. 

 

[00:03:25.500]>>Big drive for VanDerLaan, does move it out there. 

 

[00:03:32.720]>>See how close he can get, exactly where you want to be to this whole 
location. 

 

[00:03:38.479]>>Suri got a good look from 12 ft. Great shot in here pours it right in the 
middle. Great putt. Julian Suri and, and James, you mentioned it on our on cam 3rd this 
season in terms of putty and the guy fills it up with the flat stick. 

 

[00:03:53.869]>>Speaking of players picked up their first victory this season on the Korn 
Ferry Tour John VanDerLaan Nationwide Children's Hospital Championship. The short 
game was impressive that week, just like that putt right there. 

 



[00:04:05.039]>>Yeah, if it just runs over back in there we clean a place and you're chipping 
back up, you know. 

 

[00:04:11.990]>>Yeah, I'm not mad. 

 

[00:04:15.880]>>Sorry. 

 

[00:04:18.839]>>Pin 11 on and just 3 paces from the right. You need to keep this ball left of 
the hole location. 

 

[00:04:25.690]>>252 to the front edge to get all the way to the surface, but again up 18, so 
adjusted to 270 front edge. 

 

[00:04:35.399]>>And you want to keep it left, but there's that pesky pot bunker that's 
around 12 yards short of the green here, so players know that is looming. 

 

[00:04:44.010]>>This is on a great line just left of it. Everybody likes it and they should get a 
say about it. Really saw albatross for the week here, Shane. That was flirting. He'd be very 
happy with that considering he was just trying to do in his own words, a modified layup 
around the green. 

 

[00:05:02.200]>>Marty Dou up ahead. This is an excellent look. Gotta convert this one. He 
does the birdie the par 5 picks it right back up at 15 after a slow start. 

 

[00:05:15.899]>>Now that was an excellent approach here at 14 for Julian Suri. Heck yes, it 
was able to keep it on the green on the back edge just inside of 30 ft, probably 27 ft. The 
first half of this is going to break a little bit to his left and his uphill, but as it crests about 
halfway, we'll start moving to the right and running away from him. 

 



[00:05:43.579]>>It's really good. Putt, come on, one more roll and that's probably instill 
going to be a very stress-free birdie for Suri. Anybody under par right now doing great work, 
just 15 players right now, James, in red, yeah, a couple birdies over the past few holes. 
That's exactly what you needed and what you wanted. You're kind of looking at it like, OK, 
I'm even through 9, let me get one early on the back and hold on. 

 

[00:06:09.899]>>Ortiz at 14, this is on a pretty aggressive line. He's got it up in the air too, 
that collection area that is even more near hole hole high, so that's gonna be a little bit 
more difficult. He knows that's not the place to miss it. 

 

[00:06:25.730]>>Chandler Blanchet, he's head of the PGA TOUR, had himself an excellent 
season. 

 

[00:06:32.239]>>another, another course that I think would fit his eye considering his 
statistical assets that he has. And one of those guys that was talking about physically and 
mentally drained was this guy right here making a beautiful putt and in Ortiz, and he said, I 
can't wait to, to just have that offseason come and put the clubs away. It's been a long 
stressful year. 16, we go. 

 

[00:07:05.239]>>Sorry I down the left side of the green here. 

 

[00:07:10.649]>>Stay right. 

 

[00:07:11.970]>>This is at the left half, pretty good shot. 

 

[00:07:15.480]>>Blanchet. 

 

[00:07:20.209]>>I mean, it rolls it end over end. I don't think he liked that butt it went in. 
Well, he did that, went in the left side, usually he, yeah, he goes in the middle most of the 
time, used to the middle of the cup. 



 

[00:07:42.579]>>This gets quick past the hole starts running away from him. They say it 
breaks that way. They say it breaks that way. Breaks right in the middle. Rear 2 here at 16. 

 

[00:07:55.459]>>And to finish the day at even par if he can navigate this birdie putt. 

 

[00:08:08.309]>>And he does just that. what was going on, something in the air of his back 
swing, but take birdie. 

 

[00:08:16.529]>>Justin Suh will have a good look here for Birdie at 17. 

 

[00:08:20.839]>>Did he hit it. It's it. There we go, great putt. Nice save back at 16. So with 
one of the rare 3s here at this difficult par 4. That's just the 3rd of the day at 17. He gets to 
head to the par 5, 18 to 2, and yes, definitely bring a smile to your face. 

 

[00:08:39.260]>>And James, I mean, we talk about the bubble all the time, but when you go 
to points, 2.5 points for Yellamaraju, if you're talking a shot here or there for the season, it's 
usually how it always happens every year. The guy that misses it, it's, it comes down to a 
point or two, and that's a shot because of ties. And if you're Yellamaraju or Noh, it's just do 
not look at the projected points list all all week long. It's. 

 

[00:09:03.057]>>Just not gonna do any favors. Yeah, I mean, it's, it's, it's in your head. You 
know where it is. You know where you go into the week. You know the guys you have to beat. 
You're playing alongside of them on a Thursday, and uh, you think about what happened 
last year. Alistair Docherty, who basically finished a shot out twice in the same season, he's 
been putting together some great golf. He's one under par trying to pick up a victory here to 
close out the season, and he's gonna rely on the that was. 

 

[00:09:26.854]>>A positive week last week here, even though he didn't get his card, he 
finished 2nd at one of the toughest courses on the Korn Ferry Tour. So having to get a victory 
here, who knows, maybe lean on that experience and get it done. Of course, we got a long 



ways to go till we stamp those PGA TOUR cards for 2026. We've handed 11 out to this point. 
We got 9 more to give away. Johnny Keefer, you see there plus one. 

 

[00:09:50.651]>>atop the points list trying to finish the season there and earn that players 
championship in US Open invite for 2026 with James, it's a golf course that steps up. It has 
last year, it is this year, gotta play such good golf for 18 holes. There's nothing better than an 
event on the corn free tour where 3 under par he's leading. There's only 14 guys under par 
and it just shows a serious test.  

 

[00:10:19.880]>>The Korn Ferry tournaments. 

 

[00:10:22.710]>>The 2nd round coverage of the Korn Ferry Tour Championship presented 
by United Leasing and Finance. 

 

[00:10:30.239]>>Second straight year we've been here at the French Lick Golf course is just 
perfect to wrap up the Korn Ferry Tour championship at the sunrise this morning. Does it 
get any better? Are you serious? That's what it looks like. No insta filters on that. Now look 
at the clubhouse here at French Lick, the Pete Dye course, the statue in the front, and for 
Pete Dye, truly a definition of the way he thought and designed golf courses. Nothing easy. 

 

[00:10:52.719]>>About this place, it's tough. It beats up the court ferry tour and you kind of 
flipped from last week. We're 33 under par 1 to this week. We're over par was a big storyline 
in the opening around 9 under 1 a year ago, expecting something similar this week, 
especially with the weather. Winds have gusted a little bit in the second round, not as much 
as we saw on Thursday, but had a perfect fall golf weather, if you will. 

 

[00:11:19.309]>>Back at it from French Lick this earlier today, Sandy Scott, one of those 
players in a must-win situation this week in terms of the PGA TOUR card. Great opening 
round. This is the 5th back-to-back birdies after an early double bogey for Sandy Scott. So 
back atop the board about Marty Doe. This dude was 58th on the points list on September 
14th. 

 



[00:11:42.890]>>Marty Dou back-to-back runner-up finishes, and he is near the top once 
again. Marty Dou trying to get the full PGA TOUR card as well. Emilio Gonzalez, this dude's 
already headed to the PGA TOUR, but he's trying to win again this season. Picked up a 
victory at the last regular season event. 

 

[00:12:00.640]>>And this one in tight they kiss there at 5. Couple of birdies from that 
grouping at the 5th and Emilio Gonzalez leading at 5 under par. This guy is playing some 
excellent golf. Golf course is tough this week as it was a year ago, just 13 players under par 
in the opening round. Emilio Gonzalez at 50. Neal Shipley trying to win for the 3rd time, 
making a run on a Friday. 

 

[00:12:25.010]>>Considering it's, you're 20 paces above the fairway, now there's not a lot of 
breeze to talk of out here, but there's a lot of room down the left side where Marty Dou is 
right now. Players just think, OK, the rough is not too bad, around 2 inches this week. It has 
grown a little bit, but if you just blast it, you know you're gonna be able to have just a wedge 
in for your second. 

 

[00:12:51.820]>>He likes it. 

 

[00:12:54.909]>>Really good. Not a great angle from that side outside of where Suri was, 
but it's just fine. 

 

[00:13:02.090]>>Let's go to 10, it's to join those at 4 under. 

 

[00:13:06.419]>>There's a portion of the course where these guys will be circling the 10th. 
You know Ken yesterday made a 2 here after he hold a wedge shot, but it is only 383 yards, 
find the fairway, that is one of the birdie opportunities. 

 

[00:13:20.969]>>Yeah a little dough, yeah. He's dough. 

 



[00:13:26.150]>>Let's see what you did there and OK cash that one in. Love his game for 
this golf course as far as he hits it, how he has been trending in the Korn Ferry Tour finals. 

 

[00:13:37.929]>>Go back to the 10th and Sandy Scott and James just talking about 
distance off the tee this year. Christo Lamprecht, the tour leader 331 average. 

 

[00:13:48.400]>>Where's he from? I mean, all these guys from South Africa just move it, 
don't they? 

 

[00:13:55.640]>>Leader at the 15th. There we go, walking it in is Peter Quest. 

 

[00:14:02.619]>>Let's go back to 10 and Scott. This may want to move a little bit to the left 
right at the beginning. 

 

[00:14:12.260]>>There we go. 

 

[00:14:17.190]>>Let's go to 11. He's not worried. I am. I have to hit the shot. This is Stuart 
Macdonald from 101. 

 

[00:14:28.169]>>What a shot with zero angle over on that left side and gets it to sit nicely. 

 

[00:14:37.299]>>18. Neal Shipley put round together this 18th hole of crack, 6:47 on the 
card. 

 

[00:14:48.460]>>Oh come on Shipley, easy. Relax Neal Shipley, gonna be putting from 
down at French Lick. 

 

[00:15:03.380]>>Great putt for Macdonald after missing a really good look back at 10. 



 

[00:15:09.549]>>Let's go to 18. Don't pull a muscle on this eagle putt, Neal Shipley. 

 

[00:15:17.260]>>that putter might be on oh my goodness, a putt is this? Excellent pace 
from Shipley. What a round of golf. I had to shoot 6 under. 

 

[00:15:27.780]>>Go to the 13th, Barend Botha, he's a man that needs a special week. So if 
you get to 4 under. 

 

[00:15:34.729]>>That's a great roll. both of pokey free on the day moving up this board to 4 
under par. 

 

[00:15:43.479]>>Back here at the 18th, Shipley finished off an excellent day. That's for 66. 
There we go, Neal Shipley. So far a little round of the week. Peter Quest right behind him, 7 
under. but that is quite the effort for Neal Shipley. James, you think about 3 wins final event 
of the year. I mean, give him more opportunities in this fall. 

 

[00:16:03.729]>>Yeah. 

 

[00:16:08.640]>>That was the birdie putts you want in his finals. VanDerLaan with another 
birdie gets him to 4 under on the day. 

 

[00:16:19.979]>>I'll put here for Kang. 

 

[00:16:23.750]>>And a great role. Positive stroke from Kang. 

 

[00:16:30.210]>>Exactly. 

 



[00:16:32.159]>>We go back to 14, Blanchet. 

 

[00:16:37.890]>>That's one way to make birdie crashing into the flagstick. OK, makes so 
many putts from distance does Chandler Blanchet, a guy that won 13 times in college, and 
he joins the party at 5 under. 

 

[00:16:52.869]>>Back here at the 18th, Barend Botha. 

 

[00:17:05.650]>>He was able to get back in position from here, give himself an opportunity 
like that. Incredible 2 days with the amount of fairways he's hit, which is nearly none, and 
the amount of greens, and he is right around the lead. Man, players are struggling here at 
18, VanDerLaan with his 3rd, tough layup. So, so, so. 

 

[00:17:27.540]>>That's pretty well done, right. What do you mean? He's both uh. 

 

[00:17:54.270]>>That is one heck of a way to close out a round of golf after the drop shot 
back at 17. Brother on the back, 68 for Barend Botha. 

 

[00:18:05.380]>>all the while that is a big smile considering nothing for that 3rd shot. 

 

[00:18:21.439]>>Now, Scott, 

 

[00:18:25.640]>>Sit there 

 

[00:18:30.500]>>There we go. How about that one from Sandy Scott talking about distance. 

 

[00:18:35.310]>>Some 30 ft for eagle. 

 



[00:18:38.500]>>You 

 

[00:18:39.979]>>Now K 

 

[00:18:42.839]>>This is a difficult shot coming up for Kang. He's on the exact flat portion of 
it, so he needs to get this up quickly and needs to have a lot of speed on this club in order 
to do so. 

 

[00:18:54.989]>>does have a little bit of green to work with though, so just trying to pick a 
spot over that horizon line in front of him where he wants to land it. 

 

[00:19:04.449]>>Good thump. Beautiful hands here at 18 for Kang gonna make birdie to 
close out. We're gonna get another foul. And now Sandy Scott, an eagle here, he would join 
the crew at 5 under par, would be just the 2nd eagle of the day here at this closing par 5. 
Also fairly quick, but just a beautiful 3 wood to get it to this point. 

 

[00:19:26.410]>>Same ridge that he's going over, should break a little bit right in the first 
half and then straighten out, may even want to try to go back left at the end. 

 

[00:19:36.020]>>It's a quick puttt 

 

[00:19:38.520]>>Now Sandy Scott, the 27 year old, is for a 2 putt birdie. 

 

[00:19:49.550]>>And just crossed in the left side. That's how you play 18 right there, James. 
And now projected 501st and we talk about that top 50 number considering you can get 
inside the top 50, another chance at a PGA TOUR guide. He's obviously looking to win as we 
watch Kang, what a great up-and-down. 

 

[00:20:07.260]>>From that front bunker. 



 

[00:20:11.079]>>He just got it around well today anytime he's in trouble. Very smart. Don't 
make any big mistakes. 

 

[00:20:20.010]>>Like 

 

[00:20:21.209]>>Halfway mark of the Korn Ferry Tour championship. 2 rounds left for so 
many of these players and the storylines, I mean, James, we could dive into these for hours. 
The players atop this board, Neal Shipley headed of the PGA TOUR. Chandler Blanchet just 
a shot back, but you think about Botha and Macdonald, then Anderson, Peter Kuest 5 under 
par. These players needing a big week and at this point getting it. Yeah, the, the round by 
Peter Kuest was a true winner. You talk about Shipley and Botha both maybe getting better 
rounds than they thought, but the course is gonna spice up over the weekend. 

 

[00:20:51.660]>>And this is what you want and this is what you're getting the golf course 
that stacks up to the pressure, an event that makes you think, makes you sweat, and makes 
you cry. 

 

[00:21:07.479]>>The corn Perry Tourinals. 

 

[00:21:11.540]>>The 3rd round coverage of the Korn Ferry Tour Championship presented by 
United Leasing and Finance. 

 

[00:21:18.569]>>Second year here at French Lick, the Pete Dye course, and of course just 
down the street, the West Baden Hotel opened back in 1902. At the time they called it the 
eighth wonder of the world, and from the hotel views around this beautiful Pete Dye golf 
course. It's tough, it's demanding, and it's everything you want to wrap up this corn fairy. 

 

[00:21:38.579]>>Tour season as we finish this here in Indiana last year 9 under the winning 
score right now 7 under setting the pace. It's been a beautiful week here at French Lick. 



Another great day, 72 outside wins down from Thursday, up a little bit from what we saw in 
the second round, but the course tough enough with no wind at all. 

 

[00:22:05.890]>>Just 2 rounds left, the Korn Ferry Tour season, the Korn Ferry Tour 
championship. Barend Botha entered the week 54th on the points list, so he needs a win 
here in French Lick after a couple of early bogeys. That was dripping in at the 6th gets him 
to 4 under par. Plenty of hope left for so many of these players, not yet Tour bound, not the 
case with Neal Shipley coming off that sizzling 66 a day ago, that at 5. 

 

[00:22:32.449]>>In his Ohio State color Shipley pouring in the birdie. What he's playing for a 
3rd win and a promotion to get into some of the fall events on the PGA TOUR. So birdie at 
the 5th. Now watch this one at 6. Looks like it can't miss. Now it looks like it can't go. It 
somehow drops in on the right side, so that's 2 and a. 

 

[00:22:51.699]>>So for Neal Shipley, stress-free week for this young man, as it is for 
Chandler Blanchet, one of those players tore bounds to try to wrap up his best professional 
season with a 2nd victory on the Korn Ferry Tour this year. That a great birdie at the 7th. 

 

[00:23:08.660]>>But nobody hotter right now than Neal Shipley. May birdie at 5 at 6. This is 
7 to get to 7 under. Shipley the hot red hot. So from Neal Shipley atop the leaderboard. Go 
to 10. 

 

[00:23:24.050]>>It's from 131 

 

[00:23:37.040]>>It's the back right pin pulled it a little bit left. 

 

[00:23:42.839]>>The anti right swing there, I miss right here. It's fine, it goes a little further 
and you pull it left. 

 



[00:23:53.349]>>Here's Pierceson Coody, this is for Eagle 11. Heck of a tee shot, and there 
we go. Cody to 5 under. 

 

[00:24:02.410]>>And both had a nice drive here to where he only had 91 yards and and 
really judged the distance nicely. He played a little bit downhill and played a nice little low 
shot that skipped back to pin high, maybe just a pace short of it, but left himself a great 
look to somewhere on right edge, maybe even inside right but back up the hill, should be 
able to put it aggressively. 

 

[00:24:23.660]>>And a confident one here at 10. 

 

[00:24:28.989]>>Go up to 11 on hold today, easiest on the golf course on purpose and 
opportunity for players to make birdies. Blanchet able to do just that. Great ball striker that 
blanchet. there you go. There you go. 

 

[00:24:42.660]>>Back at the 11th, both uh well out of position. 

 

[00:24:50.770]>>Out of position but plenty of green to work with and he's got some of the 
best hands this week. 

 

[00:24:59.239]>>It 

 

[00:25:01.300]>>I'm very impressed by this tee shot right here. I don't know if there's going 
to be a whole lot better than this today unless you get down on that proper level, but now 
only about 20 ft, and it will be very quick for Scott breaking just a little bit to the left needs 
to find a spot out on the ridge and just had to turn left. 

 

[00:25:21.709]>>This for a two-shot lead if this goes 9 under the number that won this 
championship a year ago. 

 



[00:25:29.800]>>Nice roll, good speed, it could be a very easy birdie here at left for Sandy 
Scott. Yeah, this hole he's getting picked apart today, playing nearly half shot, well over half 
shot under par for Eagles. 

 

[00:25:51.099]>>And delicate little putt here, tough to get started online. You're hitting it so 
soft. 

 

[00:25:55.819]>>It's a nice up from out of position. 

 

[00:26:03.260]>>Now Botha up the hill. 

 

[00:26:05.790]>>This was a really nicely judged chip from across the car path, had to land it 
in the fringe and really judge the speed because once it got to the green, it was running 
away the entire wave, leaving himself now an uphill birdie look. 

 

[00:26:22.300]>>There we go, great birdie. All three players taking advantage of the team's 
move forward here at 11. 

 

[00:26:31.479]>>11 

 

[00:26:34.739]>>Good birdie needed it. Let's start to the day for Peter Kuest. 

 

[00:26:39.520]>>Shipley, great birdies at 56 and 7 is to join Scott at 8 under par. 

 

[00:26:50.829]>>But he talked about yesterday how the corn3 to has taught him how to 
score better. 

 

[00:26:56.780]>>Move up to the 13th, shorter today. 



 

[00:27:04.780]>>This is on a great line just left. 

 

[00:27:08.880]>>Yeah, you can afford to be aggressive here. 

 

[00:27:13.239]>>So up at 17, Lamb racing that birdie putt by. All of these matter for Lamb 
and gonna be his first bogey of the day on the hardest hole in the golf course today. 

 

[00:27:23.380]>>Seeing players from long range, just putts getting away from them, 
especially these back sections where it almost goes uphill before the putt, downhill after it, 
have to gauge your speed. 

 

[00:27:34.109]>>Now Botha, who has rolled it so well for the last hour, this at 13. 

 

[00:27:40.380]>>Yeah, there we go. Bo another one storming up this board as of late. 

 

[00:27:46.800]>>Over to the par 5. Sandy Scott is here able to place his ball, has a fair 
amount of green to work with and most of the length of it. First little bit may want to move to 
the left once he reaches the green surface and electing to take putter. This is a little bit 
shocking to me. Yeah, are you surprised by this? I am very surprised. He's got to go through 
about 30 ft of fringe. 

 

[00:28:08.530]>>Weight was pretty good though. 

 

[00:28:11.390]>>Well, he knows we don't. 

 

[00:28:15.109]>>Now both are a little bit of downslope, but the grain is with him. 

 



[00:28:22.729]>>Pretty nice. should start moving back towards the hole here. Good action. 
Barend Botha roaring on this back nine, impressive stuff. 

 

[00:28:31.640]>>Now Scott, an opportunity to take the outright lead. 

 

[00:28:35.930]>>I've been pretty impressed by his demeanor all day, just seems to be really 
enjoying his walk with his caddy Tony Navarro, and really in his zone. 

 

[00:28:47.459]>>Well, the putter worked. Excellent birdie from short of the green at 14. 
Scott gets to 95 under on the day, and a reminder Sandy Scott is being closer to the final 
round, has got to win this week to get his PGA TOUR card. Second alone does not help him 
in that department. 

 

[00:29:14.030]>>And of course both a player in a similar position got to win. And when you 
think about James as we inch closer to what might be a final grouping, potentially Botha 
and Sandy Scott next to each other for 18 holes knowing a victory for either would be a PGA 
TOUR card. Yeah, and a contrast between these two stories, you've got Botha who finished 
4th in PGA Americas. This is his rookie season. He's starting to get comfortable, and I don't 
expect Sandy's got to go away, a guy that 

 

[00:29:43.439]>>Was 6 amateur in the world as Hotham makes this. 

 

[00:29:48.939]>>Go to the 18th, Coody. 

 

[00:29:52.829]>>Just 3 off the lead. He's loving this one loving it now. Oh, what a swing 
from Cooney. Knocks that in. He's won back. 

 

[00:30:05.079]>>Pierceson Coody only had one eagle here all day. 

 



[00:30:10.780]>>Oh no, he didn't hit it. He almost got away with it. He gave up on it a little 
early. He's dead center, two more revolutions. Watch out for Pierceson Coody, a guy that 
isn't meant to be on the Korn Ferry Tour as good as he has been playing. 

 

[00:30:26.630]>>Yeah. 

 

[00:30:31.339]>>This is a long ways uphill too, just outside of 90 ft, right around 95. 

 

[00:30:39.199]>>You wanna make sure that you give this thing a chance, but the last thing 
you want to do is have 6 ft coming back, so we're really focusing on the speed all the way 
up this slope. 

 

[00:30:58.079]>>That is such good pace, gonna have a real good chance at a birdie to close 
things out, both for trying to get the 10 under 15 under par today, most of that done from the 
9th hole on. 

 

[00:31:10.500]>>Botha was 2 over through 7 holes today. Got to 9, nearly hold a wedge, tap 
in birdie. 

 

[00:31:18.729]>>And then the putter woke up this for a 30 on his back nine. 

 

[00:31:26.510]>>That is some of the best golf we have seen all week long. Barend Botha, 67 
today. He is our outright leader at 10 under par. 

 

[00:31:37.250]>>Here's Shipley with his 3rd. Talk about hands, he's gonna need it here. I 
did. Nicely done. 

 



[00:31:46.829]>>Makes that shot look a lot easier than it is and so Shipley, if he makes that 
for birdie, he will be in the final group, and if not, it'll be Blanchet in that final grouping 
alongside Sandy Scott and Botha. 

 

[00:31:59.369]>>Now Shipley is to get in that final grouping come Sunday, a scary guy to 
have floating around with really just the promotion to play for, everybody else trying to get a 
PGA TOUR card. 

 

[00:32:26.709]>>That's great birdie. Nice up in from Shifley at the last. Solid around the 
golf, 3 birdies in a row on the front nine today, cooled off a bit on this back, but still a 68 
after that great 66 a day ago. James, you mentioned the weather tomorrow. It's gonna be 
warm, winds are gonna be down. 

 

[00:32:43.400]>>But Sunday, as we've said all week long, is gonna be about the opportunity 
at hand. Aaron Botha, well, he leads. What he's he gonna do tomorrow? He's gotta win. If 
he does that, he gets a PGA TOUR card. Sandy Scott, you know what he's got to do 
tomorrow? He's gotta win if he wants a PGA TOUR card. And then he got Neal Shipley and 
Chandler Blanchet, who've had awesome seasons. They're headed to the PGA TOUR. 

 

[00:33:11.819]>>The Korn Ferry finals. 

 

[00:33:15.920]>>Final round coverage of the Korn Ferry Tour Championship presented by 
United Leasing and Finance. A look around the Pete Dye design, the French Lick resort. 
They all arrive with the hopes and the dreams of a PGA TOUR card, and at this point we're 
talking decimal points for a lot of these players with an opportunity to be. 

 

[00:33:37.449]>>Inside that top 20 it's been similar all week long in terms of weather, pretty 
warm, pretty dry, not a lot of wind, ideal for scoring on a golf course that doesn't allow 
much of it. We haven't seen many players able to crack par throughout the week, and today 
the birdies as we come down the stretch will be so integral or careers. 

 



[00:34:01.449]>>It is the final round of the Korn Ferry TOUR Championship. Just earlier 
Marty Dou came into the week 19 on the points list. This for birdie at the 9. This guy has 
been on a tear as of late, came into the week with back-to-back 2nd place finish, just 
storming up the points list, trying to earn his PGA TOUR card. How about Chandler 
Blanchet out of the gate today. Birdie, birdie, birdie, this for parts. 

 

[00:34:24.939]>>keeps the card clean. Blanchet already tour bound, so just trying to add to 
the best season of his career and Barend Botha, one of those players that has to win today 
to get his PGA TOUR card, 54 hole leader, this at the 7th pulls the string and Botha would 
roll that in for birdie to tie for the lead. 

 

[00:34:48.989]>>to the 9th. Speaking of Blanchet, that's just catching the right edge and 
now outright leader Chandler Blanchet. 

 

[00:34:59.149]>>As we go out to 16, when you think about those players that have been 
hanging around the number for so long this season, Mitchell Meisner, one of those players, 
came into the week 21st on the points list. That's the kind of scorecard you know I love 
there, Mr. Nitty, a psycho score card. 

 

[00:35:19.139]>>And and how about Joe Weiler? I mean, you talk about a player that that 
could spoil a party for so many names, playing an excellent golf 4 under par through 9 holes 
today, pulling the string here at 10 that likely gonna get him to 5 under par and 11 under 1 
off the lead. 

 

[00:35:34.320]>>You're Shipley at 9. 

 

[00:35:37.550]>>Could not see the flagstick from beyond this mound. 

 

[00:35:42.850]>>Doesn't need to see it. Beautiful. We'll go to the 10th and Weiler to get 
within one of the lead. 

 



[00:35:52.260]>>OK 

 

[00:35:56.479]>>Stuart Macdonald started the day 3 off the lead. He is right where he 
started at 7 under par. 

 

[00:36:03.639]>>368 today, the 10th. Find the fairway have birdie opportunity. 

 

[00:36:09.620]>>Control the spin, very nicely done from Macdonald there below that 
location. 

 

[00:36:16.120]>>We'll go up to the 11th, give you an idea of what these players will face. 
He's moved up once again straight back-to-back opportunities. How about that. 

 

[00:36:34.850]>>Shipley just right in the middle. James, he hits those putts with a lot of 
force, not scared of the 4 or 5 footers to come back if they don't go in. 

 

[00:36:45.800]>>Back over to the 10th, Macdonald. 

 

[00:36:52.969]>>Curls that in, just catching the right edge. Stuart Macdonald, 3rd birdie of 
his day, now to 8 under par. Gets into a tie for 5th with 3 other players. Macdonald now 
projected 43rd. 

 

[00:37:05.909]>>Think about Sudarsan Yelamirraju just 24 years old, bypass in college, 
turning pro as a teenager, got that win kind of out of nowhere at the Bahamas Great Abaco 
Classic Se event of the season this year. And for Rielo Meraju, I mean, James, he's played 
such a good round of golf today to push up this points list. 

 

[00:37:27.500]>>Chandler Blanchet. 

 



[00:37:33.620]>>Short here at 11. 

 

[00:37:37.050]>>And that's why back into the wind off the left can get it there today. 

 

[00:37:44.379]>>So we'll move up to 15. Yellamaraju, I mean, this is for bogey. 

 

[00:37:57.169]>>That is such a good putt. Get a mess short of this 15. 

 

[00:38:02.889]>>Back here at the 11th, Chandler Blanchet. 

 

[00:38:10.590]>>13 under the birdie Blanchet, 5 deep on the day, just doesn't miss those. 
We've talked about how good he is with the flag stick but also leading putting this week, 
playing smart. 

 

[00:38:29.620]>>That's 55 ft. 

 

[00:38:32.080]>>OK. 

 

[00:38:34.179]>>Excellent. Beautiful touch on that driver to get it to that position. 

 

[00:38:40.389]>>Yeah. 

 

[00:38:43.850]>>Considering what Blanchet is doing right now, 5 under, flawless on the 
round, a hole ahead, Shipley gonna have to start making some birdies if he wants to win for 
the third time this season. This one fairway for the day, Blanchet. He can hold something 
up to this right hole location. 

 



[00:39:07.639]>>it's still blowing here. The fire. 

 

[00:39:14.629]>>with that with that little. 

 

[00:39:17.300]>>You can get this in the high 50s with, you know, you're looking left, you've 
got all that to work with. Yeah, the bush right. 

 

[00:39:29.649]>>David Paola, it's Crunchy Pete. Now they're out there, he's gotta have a 
nickname, right? But if your, your brother's Crunchy Pete, Smooth Dave, I like that. There 
you go. 

 

[00:39:45.820]>>You like it right here, yeah, is dialed in in this final round, that to get to 6 
under on the day. 

 

[00:40:11.979]>>Shipley now to 11 under. We are back. Our leader Chandler Blanchet 
putting a round together this at 12, back-to-back birdies if he can get it to go. 

 

[00:40:25.330]>>And of course he can walking it in as Chandler Blanchet. 

 

[00:40:31.879]>>leader here at the par 3. 

 

[00:40:35.360]>>193 yards. There's a slope in the green dissects the middle portion that 
moves everything from right to left. You can skip it forward down to that whole location or 
you could just fly it all the way there. 

 

[00:40:48.110]>>There's Kang at 17. 

 

[00:40:52.120]>>But they there. 



 

[00:40:55.610]>>A guy that looks pretty comfortable on the greens, our leader, got a 
chance here at 13 again. 

 

[00:41:02.540]>>Oh my goodness, Chandler Blanchet running away from everybody. 

 

[00:41:09.719]>>Let's go to Barend Botha needs something special to close. I've seen him 
bump a lot of shots in here looking to play this high. I have not seen him play a little flop yet. 

 

[00:41:22.939]>>He's so good. He's too good. Landed it too short. 

 

[00:41:29.620]>>You know we're sitting here talking about PGA TOUR cards. Chandler 
Blanchet trying to win this golf tournament. $270,000 goes to the winner of this final event, 
and he's tour bound, but still plenty to play for. 

 

[00:41:52.149]>>And that's the safe shot, it's, you know, you're hoping it spins a little more 
when it hits into the fringe, but that is the make sure get back into position here, don't make 
a big number. 

 

[00:42:04.969]>>Alpofa and Andre, you start to think must makes this has got to go in. This 
will get him within 2 of Blanchet. He's poured these in from this range. 

 

[00:42:23.540]>>Another one and another up and in. Exquisite short game from the 23 year 
old. 

 

[00:42:30.659]>>Blanchet is for his par and remember Blanchet not the longest on the Korn 
Ferry tour, 18th hole, 663. So it will be a bogey here at 17 if he gets that to go, that's 
wandered 2.5 3 ft by. 

 



[00:42:48.810]>>James, the only thing that may make them feel slightly comfortable is that 
the wind is down and out of their right away from the water. 

 

[00:42:58.979]>>Really, both these guys, it's it's not a hole you have to feel like you want to 
be aggressive, but. 

 

[00:43:05.590]>>The way Blanchet is playing and doesn't look like dropping any shots, 
these guys need to find a way to make a couple of birdies coming home. 

 

[00:43:21.629]>>Left edge of the green. 

 

[00:43:25.469]>>stay really nice shot. Anything on top of that shelf is fantastic. We haven't 
seen a lot of birdies and we haven't seen a lot of approach shots stay up there. 

 

[00:43:35.010]>>Keefer here at the a trying to finish off a season he will remember for a 
long time with one final birdie. 

 

[00:43:54.010]>>And of course he does. Johnny Keefer a couple of wins this season, a 
couple of 2nd place finishes. 9 top 10s on the season. James, we've talked about his 
journey throughout these finals, what he did last year, the PGA TOUR Americas to this year, 
really. 

 

[00:44:09.260]>>One of the special seasons last year in terms of the way he played and 
then he turns it into one of the great seasons we've ever seen in terms of scoring average on 
the Korn Ferry Tour. Back here at the 16th, both uh need to finish with a flurry of birdies. 

 

[00:44:25.459]>>Well, James, you said that, he got it on the proper level. Pretty flat putt, but 
it's gonna break about 12, maybe even up to 15 inches depending on speed to his right 
back down towards the center of the green. 

 



[00:44:54.550]>>No. 

 

[00:44:57.050]>>That's one 

 

[00:44:59.010]>>Big time birdie at 16. 

 

[00:45:01.580]>>Huge putt, there's only been 5 birdies here for the entire round and both 
are. He's not done yet. 

 

[00:45:10.780]>>Stuart Macdonald. 

 

[00:45:12.780]>>This important too, Shane, currently Macdonald projected 43rd on the 
points list. He started outside the top 50. Top 50 gets you to final stage of PGA to a Q 
school. 

 

[00:45:26.070]>>That's gonna drop him down a spot to 44th if this goes. 

 

[00:45:33.209]>>And 

 

[00:45:35.219]>>As we see, look, it's not dropping in too far, but in his mind he's thinking. 

 

[00:45:40.639]>>I don't want to make bogey on the last, I don't wanna, I feel like I'm, I'm 
gonna miss this opportunity. 

 

[00:45:45.239]>>Of course focus so much on the top 20. 

 



[00:45:48.479]>>To James's 0.21 through 50, it exempt into Q School final stage. 5 cards in 
December handed out there for the PGA TOUR in 2026. 

 

[00:46:35.139]>>Firmly in, first bogey of his day, he'll head to the 18th, the hole he has 
played well this week. 

 

[00:46:45.060]>>Well, this is stressful. Botha hit an incredible pitch shot on 17 a day ago to 
save par. 

 

[00:46:51.739]>>I think it's gonna hit a low little spinner here just landing it on the green 
into the upslope. 

 

[00:47:05.169]>>Needed to fly at about 6 ft farther. 

 

[00:47:08.719]>>That's the first hit shot we have seen him miss his mark by quite some 
ways there. 

 

[00:47:16.570]>>Neal Shipley 

 

[00:47:20.709]>>Blanchet, this 4 bogey. 

 

[00:47:26.979]>>Needs to get this to go somehow. Oh it looks good. Oh there it goes. 

 

[00:47:33.120]>>What a time to make a putt for Neal Shipley. 

 

[00:47:37.100]>>Now both of this is a huge putt to try to save par. 

 



[00:47:48.820]>>Pretty good, but gonna be a drop shot, 2nd bogey in his last 3 holes. 

 

[00:47:54.810]>>Now the assignment's gotten tough, James. Yeah with Blanchet down the 
middle of the fairway, the par 5 18th, he's two shots in front, it's gonna come down to 
possibly making an eagle for Botha. 

 

[00:48:13.689]>>Blanchet, considering what's happening behind them, you feel like you 
find the surface here likely gonna be the champion. 

 

[00:48:22.070]>>He wouldn't know that in his head though. So a really big shot considering 
from that position, all above your feet, good contact. 

 

[00:48:31.449]>>Really impressive, love his game from top to bottom. Statistically, outside 
of distance, which is still fine, can still operate on the PGA TOUR, he does everything very, 
very well and such an efficient putter. 

 

[00:48:44.979]>>Chandler Blanchet about to turn a real solid season into a special one, 
projected 2nd on the points list to wrap up the year to clear this for birdie at the 18th, a 
couple of putts and you'd imagine that will be good enough. 

 

[00:48:58.620]>>Surely, not only him but his caddie would know that Botha did make a 
bogey at the previous hole. You'd be very surprised if this was carrying a lot of speed when it 
gets to the hole. 

 

[00:49:11.800]>>For Chandler Blanchet, this is his 96th start in his Korn Ferry Tour career, 
just 3 PGA TOUR starts. 

 

[00:49:20.969]>>We can wrap it up with a birdie that is well paced a 5 to close. 

 



[00:49:26.830]>>How about this final round for Weiler. 

 

[00:49:30.360]>>That is going out and just getting it done. 

 

[00:49:35.389]>>Blanchet's gonna post 14 under par, 66 for one of the best this season. 

 

[00:49:41.679]>>6 under ties the round of the day alongside Sung Tek Lee. 

 

[00:49:47.060]>>Now Macdonald 

 

[00:49:55.199]>>MacDonald, that one just creeping in that right side. Nice way to finish off 
this season. 20 scores done, would have loved to have won. So difficult to win on the 
cornfree tour, but staying inside that top 50, still another opportunity for a PGA TOUR card 
at final stage Q School. So he'll be happy and another player where he's put together his 
best Korn Ferry Tour season. 

 

[00:50:23.620]>>Now Shipley. 80 yards remaining and does have that backstop about 12 ft 
behind it if he so wishes to use it. Dre, what happened with that second? 

 

[00:50:33.479]>>He fanned up 3. 

 

[00:50:40.110]>>Beautiful swing here, pull the string, still a chance to save this path. 

 

[00:51:02.580]>>Shipley for par. Oh, he's looking for the win. That is a nice 5 say. We will 
see Neal Shipley on the PGA TOUR next season. Putter went a little cold on the back nine 
over the weekend. 

 

[00:51:13.850]>>They can move my that. 



 

[00:51:19.649]>>Four players that are tour bound, the top 10 of this leaderboard, you see 
him right there, of course, Pontus Nyholm finishing a couple of hours ago. He's the last man 
in number 20 on the points list. 

 

[00:51:38.739]>>Final standings, burger and a cup of coffees. he'll change drinks now that 
he's officially tour bound a lot of big names, James. You look at that board. It's an 
impressive players right there. 

 

[00:51:50.129]>>Yeah, especially, obviously we, we have to highlight Johnny Keefer the 
week belonged to Chandler Blanchet, but Johnny Keefer dominated the entire points, so it's 
pretty much for the majority of the season. Blanchet talking about it's good to get a win 
coming from behind. He's got belief going into the PGA TOUR. And then 20th, Pontus and I 
wasn't a an easy afternoon for him, but uh, an exciting player that, that should suit the PGA 
TOUR us so a lot of great stories, Shane. 


